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PREFACE 

is intendl'd to ie1formation on the icic'cLfica­
racterisLcs. ation aeld 

n:a~nte!1anc ssu,ies. 3nci 
si.an Communist small arms. :\0 
prodde instructions for ]naintenance and 

proc limited to those 
s req~;il' cI the uset' to maint3in th", \"eapon prop 

el'ly. Detailed complete disas should not be under' 
taken, becau of the danger of lost or brOKen parts, \"hich 
\"ould render the "'eapoel u!1usable.:\1 parts (i. e. 
trigger mechanbr:l, al~d tne ~i;';'e) snoulo not be inte 
[w1\';ec!1 \\ these parts are numbered to 
ons. and their u in other \\eapons could cause malfunctions . 

. t!l \I.·eapon cO\'ered herein 
and' ubricated \\ith the same materials and 

tec}:niqClcs USl:d for standard C. S. small arms. Special care 
s:lould be tak(;:'11 to remo\'e the fir residue f1'om the om 
ponents of the meci1anisen of gas ated arms. 

iii 
(r{everse Blank) 
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SMALL ARMS IDENTIFICATION AND OPERATION GUIDE 
-- EURASIAN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 

Sectim: 1. PISTOLS 

.-\. THE :\1\1 :\L\h:AIH.)\- PISTOL (P:\I) 

1. G E:,\ .EFL-\L 

The' :.lakarov pistol (fig. i) 1:' tItV standard sideal'ln of the 
SO\'it't _-\rrny and is a1 so uSl·d I)Y 0ra1 01'lcr \\ Cil'sa'x Pact 
.-\rmies. It is an 8-sl1ot. semiautomatic. blo\\b:jck-operatvd. 
magazin -fed pistol. fitted \'.ith a!1 unusual double -action trig 
ger mechanism. In addition to cOTl\"cntional fUrlcti(llling. this 
ml:chanism also a11o\\ till' hammer if uncocked - -t be 
cocked and released s Ion I'. The 
:\lakarO\' fir s the SO\'it"t D x 18 cartr VI). 

Figure 1, 9-mm Makarov pistol (PM), right and left side. 
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Technic data concerning tLe :\lakaro\< 
ta~)le I. 

wEl be found in 

The :\lakaro\< ~s similar in 
sto1s. 

to [;10st cO!l\<cntionai 

a. Load the a cartridge Oil U1e maga-
zine follower L!st forward of the feed : press the cart 
down and slide it to the l'ear, under the feeLl lips, until it seats 

st the rear wall of the magazine. Repeat u:rtil the maga­
zine is full. 

b. Insert the :nto the so tl:at the magazine 
catch 1) retains the 

c. Hotate the 1) dO\\'n\\<ard; grasp the slide :Jy 
its milled groo\<es and pull it fully rearward st spring 
tension. Release the slide; it \\'ill return fOr\\'ard. the 
pistol. Caution: The is now ready to fire I 

d. If desired, set on safe by the 
upward until the red dot (fig. 1) on tl1e slide is covered. The 
hammer \\'ill fall: but. because the blocks the firing 
pin, the will not fire. 

e. Tofire< set the to thE' fire 
The hammer can be 

by rotating 
cocked 

it rear\\'ard by tnum8 pressure or, when aiming, 
the tr its full arc. (The first n:cthod is 

picture for and 
press and release the tr ch shot. The: slide \\'ill 
remain open when the last round is fired. 

f. Remme the pressing the magazine cat 
away from the magazine and withdra\'.ing the magaz~nv. To 
close the slide, if open, press do,,:n on the slick stop (fig. 1): 
or remo\<e the magazine and the slide rear'\\ard. 
then release 

2 
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. set it on safe. remm'e the maga 
zine. to th e fire position, and r etr act the slid e, 

the chamber through the eJ ction port in the slide to 
insure that no cartridges are present. Re:ease the slide, re 
set the on safe, and insert the 

To disassemole tJ1C :\lakaro,' for 

Clear the weapon (par. but do not insert the mag-
azine, 

b. Pull the front of the trigger guard down and, when it is 
clear of the receiver, press it to one side; then rest it 

st the receiver . 2), 

. \\' , ~ -.. ~ 

, -

TRIGGER GUARD 
IN DISASSEMBLY 
POSITION 

- SLIDE GROUP 

Figure 2. Makarov pistol, field-stripped. 

3 
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Gra8p the slide 1: it 
\\a['(1. alld lift it;'; r~'~n' ('m! lip, (nt ()f 
cei\'0r, East:: tllt' slicil: rOI'\\ I'll U\ C'l' 

Pull the recoil spring off the h8rl'l'l 
it 1 f J' 

(', 

eli 

vCi:-,sc'mbl 

~8 11l th\.' fire' pOS 

Illy po,cition ("il 

th barre~ sfnaL end first, 

In::;(~rt the' end of th 

sc'ction of the slide, and 
PJll the slide Lill;. 
the n,'cc i',cr :!nd 

g, Disengage 
return to its norm 

J, fT:'\CTIO:'\I:'\G 

tl1:1t the han1111i'r 1 

and the tril!l!er l!U 

), Slide th, I'('l:() 

I'cellil spring into t!ll cil'(: r fr'eJl1t 

press it rjm':n int() pusi­
thL' rl'C oil :-' IJr' in g t () d 1'1 \(' til (' 

from the rvc 
rt the magaz 

rand 1('1 it 

The :\laKacO\' piSl blowback 0iW1'atl:d; , t:1l' gas 
pressure that c!rLes the bullet du\\n the bal'l't'l al dri\ing 
the cartridge case against the slide, provides th 1)(,)\\(,1' to irn­

the slide ceaCWal'Cl. }, stl'ong f'l'coil spcing i compressed 
the t'ean\' ard 

thrust to dri\'e thl' 

and the great 
trasted to tl1(: b~1l1et, 

D'lllet r1<:IS 1dt 1. h: 
to safe limits, 

and til:'::; prm'ides the 

The pt'essure :ht:, t'ecoi1 
and inet'tia of th(' 

the slide to 
and the ga,; pre,.; 

('on­

until 
dropped 

b, If the hctmmer in its foC\\ard positiun fingc'J' pre's 
sure s the tl'iggel' ililt' fun\ ani, this cause,.; 
the (:'1' :3) t() ,'nga2l' notch ill tl1<' l1al11-

,-'Is the forward :notiu:1 of ll~,~' tt' t' hal~ c()ntil1u~',;, the' 

hammer and the' 

le\'et' Ollt of 

the na I1H1h' l' cutiJ.t t' 
:3) emUl 

un :1::; pin 
!Jc1\,'ecn tl:e 

{'nn1 tht, cock 

til(' l'()cking I ('I' 



(.)1 

1.. ncrew (111); ;'. 

Lurn 
21. re~~eS[; on llrunmer Ilen.cl; 
~1~. hturnnc;r Lrrnmlon; ~). nnmmer 
f'IL trunnion ueut for at-fU' 

31.. dlde nLop 
connect.ing 
eel3[l for 

-.. ,. 

19--.J.~'>.\:T.,:>( 

28 

29 30 31 32 3334 

'(. jnmHH~r 

ftring pLll ;.;Lrlker; 13. f'x1.l'w:10X' IH)uk; 
., n:cc-l v,;r t:urved :;loL; 1'(. r~',~i)ll ~;prlng 

uehr tooi,h; nook ror 1 
j,run.niun l:.h'ul 1'or tlHJlImr;r 

;.JllUu..1uJ·r 01' nHl'c'L,J' D(;Hr Lnumion; 
Lrig~t'r gJliU"U luI-';; ~). rQt~(~E;>; 

ulluC' Looth; 34. Glide ctoll (~J(!cL()r; 3)~ dlD-
;':l. 

Figure 3. Makarov section. 
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lifts the sear (fig. 3) out of en \\2.th the hammer. The 
for\\ and 

c. The gas pressure upon flring thrusts t:1e 
artridge case and sliGe rearward. The extractor holds the 

fired artridge case the s~ide until the stri:.zes 
the ejector; the case then pi\<ots arour:d the- extractor and is 
e Finally, the lower rear section of the-
front port of the slide strikl~s the projection of the 

ext into the eher < and all rean\'arcl motion 
stops. The recoil spring nO\,' and drhes t1H: slide-
fon':ard. The feed rib of the slid dri\<es the top 
from the magazine into the cnarT;bet'; the extractut' < under pres-
sure of its snaps into position O\<er the rim. 

d. ,-\s the slid starts to reco:'l after a surface 
on the rear of the feed rib forces th oc 1('\ (-I' side\\ard. 
out of engagement \vith the sear < ThE:' sear then snap 
the sear against the hammer. When the slide for es 
the nammer t'earward the sear into the sear notch of 
the hammer. \\"hen the slide countet'recoils. the se-ar holds 

hammer cocked. B\< tt'igger. the cocking 
lever rotates forward ar;d dO\\'n until it can nlO\"e in, dnckr the 
sear. If the is pres the cocking lever will 
again engage the sear and force it uut of with th 
hammer to fire another rou!ld, 

e. \'i,hen the s is rotated up to tne safe it 
s a b~ock between the !--lammer and the firing ami 

as its rotation contin,ies. a proJectlOn on tIle mates \\ith 
a lug on the sear and lifts the sear from th hammer, a~lo\\ 

the hammer to fall, safety also locks tht, hammec in :.ts 
forward , this prevents th slide ft'o111 being retraclt:,ci. 

f. \\"hen the la ro'.md is fed from :he magazine, t!--le 
magazine follower mm'e5 to its h 5t position. The magazin 
spring, working through a on the lower left side of the fo1 
lower, then presses the slide (fig" 1) up against the slide. 
When the slide recoils, the slide stop enters a notch in the 
slide and holds it open. 

6 
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6,-'\ CC ESSORIE S 

.-'\ 1 an extra magazine, and coei are 
the; ssorics iss'.led \I,ith the :\lakat"()\" 

B, TH E ,,62 :\1:\1 \'ZOR 52 PISTOL (\"z 52) 

52 pl 
,-'\rm\', 

It is ~r; 8 - 5t101. 

standard ick'arm of the Cz 
he found in use 01h 

short - rec (lil- ()p~r at 
rila g'az in (:' -1' e d 01, 

\\or~cl \\ r II Gel'm~,n wc:apons. 
ar;ism Ol~ t'10 fit-ing pin prc\'ents the 
unl s tht, tl'igger is fir 
p" 'I" 6:2 x:2 - 111 [;1 

auton:at 
from firin 

\\' apon 
c, \'I) 

2 r' 1-:1 

Figure 4. Czechoslovak 7 .62-mm Vzor 52 pistol (Vz 52). 
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TccI1:Ecal data. COI1C(: 

e 1. 

OF l:n,-\ T[U\ 

Tu operate 

e in the '",En \\ as foe thL' SU\'iet 
:\lakarm 3a), and it):';L'!'! ,ne loaded agaz into 

hut, until the magazine alch aps 0\ magazine [lOCH"-

th ill('d l'UO\CS at it rear 
1',)1','" of t;,(, l'ecoil spring 

Til',' fl"()IH e;lcl uf :hL' t:\tt'cictor \\' pn)-
inciie tl: h sa,' 

in its :1:1;(,1' , 

~;P\\ I'd, 
): the:', rc'l the' 

safe po ton, 

d, 

sq J !_'L'Z (~ till' t 1'1 Q,C'!' 

tr:C' Ie 

\\ ~ll 
\\ht>li tl:l' 

e, nen'.o\c tIll' 111agazinc p 
\\ t:l'" Ih 

1'(" ,', tin 

mu' (tl)L' \\ pon 
\\ ~:l O\'e to 111<: In;i 

I1CI cnck lw 
piet 'eire - - ,Hid 

shot Cae!l li 
co,mel is fired, t'l slic:e 

the C:j 

tllL' 2gaZlt'" and "t real'\\' 

thc' \\'ithc:c2\\'ine the gazic', '-',ith the 1 inell':\ 

f. 

til' 

t 1:- to thc' 

I' the 

I'etI'a the 

sing :JP'}. ~~ t'd \ J;"j 1 hi 

the slide fOl'\\2d'ci unt:'l it is L 

o 
u 

:!it' slidt, bt- ()~l~(; 

it. 

:"tui 
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i:1Sllre ,hat :10 cartridges are prescnt. P'.lll the ",lici(" 
n\ard re1<.:as the s~ide stop and there '()\" the' slide tn 

r for\',ard, Reinsert the magaz PI'C'SS th~' 
.!jw arei to drop th hammer, 

10. DIS . .'I.SSL.\lBLY ,.'I..\.D . .'I.SSF::\lBLY 

" 
To d~sassl'l11hlc 

Clear the weapon , DO. but do nut insen tnc mag<l-
zine, 

b, Pull the takedowl1 ate!1 locate on the' fl'Ol1t of the t1'ig 
(fer guar el), down ilt1til the' slide :110\'C':'5 fOr\\'at'cI, 
P!"(:: s s the slid e for\\' ar'd, about 011 e - f ourtl< ()f an in c 11, ,1Il til it 

J 

discng<lgE from tl:e I' e'.ver; then c 
slide and receh'e groups, 

c. Tul'l~ tll si'.cle that the ,s ;':",' elm\ at1ci '.nScTt 

hE' lip the ll1agaz b (' into the· notch in the l()ckin \Icdge, 
Press the wedge about three fourths of inch fOl'\I'ard, st 
tll pt'essure of the recoil spl',Il1Ll th' l' ()f ",qual' 

,oll"der of the' I'el lint'S dp \\ith the' ciisl1lOuntin c'lt iii tiw 
",Leit:, Eas the 1',=, t' of the batT up thro~lgn t11l Cuts and 

.. Z"l' all 0\\ 1, to t;1'l\'~' to t11e real', (.\.(ltl:: i,.; i,.; a diffi-
(,'ult operatlOn. All par;:; should iJe- fil' l1('ld ";0 that tile l' 

ft o~l spring dOL'", not t111'O\\' ti~l' CO!11p,)!lt.:'nt", apart), l'cn 

thl' bJ.rl'e" f1'01;1 tl1l' slick and pull tnt' t' ()~l ring fl'om 
.me! the barrcl, 

Tu 
t)~-i! r't'i. and 
t]1(' s~i(k, 

pl't ,"";Ut',' ()1 
Pus;; th., 

install tht 
v 5pl~lng ain~t it 

reI for\\' ard and 
g, ;mtil it PC!t't 

for\,: d \\'it:1 tr1l' 

in t let.' 1'1' on t nf 
g C1 i~j ;-:: t t h ~' 

u,tl:'S t11l slick, 
CH1::1zil1v until :h<.: 

ide. the n ~. 8 S l' i 1 h ~H' 

P,2C t;1 "",sc:mlJlccl slide group tIll' r~'L' ~·t' "",ith 
l ",iicit: (,hOla or: -fo:.lt'th of ilWh f()I'\\~d'd of 

tIlt>' f'VCt:i\-L'r. Pr'C':::: the slici(' {)}ltn th!: Ct-,'t_'i\'vC 
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as fa!' as possible; th'::11 dr th slide toward the rear untie 
the disrnountin 
and press the s 

eaten snaps into po itior~, Insert the r:1Z! 
up, to drop th hammer, 

1:, FC\CTIO'\T'\G 

a. 01 is recoil operated; i, e, the recoil of 
the fired transmitted through 

the power to expel the fir d cart case. to com 
press thv recoil for reloading, and T.O cock the hanemer, 

b, \\hen the stol is loaded, the ham,11er is ked, and 
the is in the fir pressuee on the t I' 

[Jar (the connection 
:\ hook on the t 

tion on the seal' anci, \\'ith continued 

bet\\'E:?en the trigger and 
bae engages a pt'oJec 

scar out of engagement \\ith the :1amm r, a 
on the top of t lift the pin lock and 

release the fil' Tile hamm I', uncier peessuce from 
the hammer spcing foc\\'ard and strikes the ficing pin, 
fieing the l'tr 

The sliele and the :)arrd ar 
posed ,'ertkal rollers held in 

1\\'0 op-
th C' loc king 

This \\ , thr \\h th 
tionary in relation to tl1 

recoiling Darrel slides. is sta 
Cpon firing, the slide and 

as one unit - -recoil about fi';e the balTcl -locked 
sixteenths of an inch: tl1 :oC'king w 

rollers to uo\'e im\2rd, and thEe' 
then allo\\' s the 

slide, due to its inertia, con,inlH's to mo\"e to th 
the force of the recoil spr-ing, 

r'ear 
The 

0, Th extractOl' \',itl1<:1'2\\::; the fired c C' from 
the charr,ber and holds it in position the slide fa unti: 
the case strikc's the fixed el<:.'ctor. around the extractor, 
and is The r(~ar\\at'Ci tra,'l'l of the slide stops \\het~ 
the inner 10\\"el' front of tl1 slide ::;tl'lkes tht.: recel\'er, 

e, The CO!1lPl'l.sst'd l'c'C'oil spring expands and dl'i,'es thl' 
slide for\';ard; the Ie d rib of tl1 slick' strikes the top cartr 
in the magazine and dri\"e it intu tll' bar e1. extractor 
snaps into the groO\'e in thc' an St. 

10 
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f. Just before t:le c 
The slide, th slid(' 
rollers, 

er' , 
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of the f01'\\'ard movement of 
l'ecesscs line up with the locking 

into the l' esses by the 
the barrel and 

g, Prior to the slide's a on the trig-
ger bar fits into a semicircular notch cut in the slide, )\ s the 
slide recoils, the trigger bar is forced dO\,'n, out of the notch, 
This action disconnects the bar from the sear, The 
sear spring forces the sear against the hammer, and as the 
I' slide rocks tll hammer rearward, the sear snaps 
into the sear notch. \\'hen the slide counter recoils , the sear 
holds the hammer at full l~ock. When the trigger is released, 
the trigger bar moves to the rear until its hook is free of the 
projection on the sear, The t bar then moves up to re-
engage the sear. preparatory to firing another shot. 

h. \\hen the safety is turned to the safe position, a small 
on the side of the shaft of the rotates down into 

a cutout in the t bar and pre\'ents any movement of the 
bar. If the safety is forced up past the normal safe 

position, a projection on the safety shaft presses the lowel' 
of the sear fOr\,'ard and sear from the 

hammer; the hammer falls, but a lug on the 
safety shaft before str 

i. \\'hen the last round is fired, the magazine follO\\'er 
contacts an inner projection on the slide stop and forces the 
stop against the slide. \\hen the slide recoils, the slide stop 
raises, and engages a nOtc:1 in the slide, holding it open, 

12, ~-'iCCESSORIES 

A leather holster and a rod are the accessories 
issued with the VSOI' 52 pistol. 

11 
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C. THE 7. 62-:\L\1 TOK...\REV PISTOL \IODEL IllTl (TT-i ) 

13. G .1':'\ ER _-\ L 

The Tokare\' TT -:3 5). obsolete in tIl So\-iet _"' rl11y. 
is still used many I::Ul'asian Commun~st c\rr;1ies. TI:e 
ChiCoE1 versions, the 51 and Type 54 . 6), 
differ froE1 the TT-33 in the of the groO\-es 
in the slide, \\-hile the Hungarian 58 (fig. 7) differs in 
that it fires the 9 x 1 D mm Parabellum c has a differ-
ently and incorporat _-'l11 of 
the are 8-sho1. semiautomatic. recoil-
magazine-fed weapons. aEd -\\'1t:1 the exc of the 9 111m 
Tokagypt version all fire the 7.62 x 2."> mm "p" pistol 
c (sec. \'1). TT:3:3 pistols ha\-ebeen manufactured in 
Russia (TT -:3:3); Communist China (Types 51 and 54); ry 
(48:\l , and Poland (Pistolet TT). 

c 

Figure 5. 7.62-mm Tokarev pistol Model 1933 (TT-33). 

12 
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Figure 6. ChiCom 7 .62-mm Type 51 or Type 54 pistol. 

Figure 7. Hungarian 9-mm T okagypt 58 pistol. 

1 .) .) 
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14. TECH:\IC:~L D";'L-"I 

Technical data con 
table 1. 

15. OPER.-"I TlO:\ 

a. Load the 
and insert the loaded 
by the magazine catch. 

the Tokarc\' pistol \\'ill be found in 

as for the :\lakal'O\' .la) . 
into the pistol untll it i 

b. the slid [y\' the groo\'es and it to tlk 
rear against preSSJre of the r~'Coil Release the 
slide; the recoil spring \\i:l force it fOr\\arc!, 102 the pistol. 
(:\ote: If the hamnH:r is at half cock. the slide cannot bL' n: 

tracted; the har:u';H:r must he cock('cll. Caution: The 
tol is now to fire I 

c. The Tokare\ -type 
ever, the hamnler can be 

_ ... _-

--:-~-~ 

position (part \\ay r)etween d and cocked), Hold the 
hammer back \\ith the left 'humb acd press the trigger: aftel' 

the hammer forward. re:ease the and 
continue easing ham:l1cr' fOf'\'.ard ulltil it stops in t:1e half 
cock This also locks the slide in its forward 
The is made saft" rotating the 
rearward to til "S" (fig. 7). 

d. To fire, th hammer back to full cock (if at h 
cock), aim -using a conn;ntional picture· and squel'z 
the trigger. The pistol will fire one shot each time ti1l'triggl':' 
is \\'l1en th last l'ound fir d. the ide will rema 
open. 

e. RemO\'e the magazine pre the magazine catch 
inward (fig. ~). Close the slide b.' pres Gown on the slide 
stop (fig. 5) or, after r thE' magazine, th slidt, 

to the rear and release it. 

f. To clear the 
slide and, after PI' S 
ward until be slide ~s c 

th magazine. r'etrdct t}}," 
slid stem up. ease lhe sEdv in!' 

thl' slide stop. In tIlt' 

1-' 
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c!lamber theou the ection port to insul' 
are present. Rl:lease t'1(' slide, p:111 the t 

U,at nu s 
t', and insert 

the 

16. DISASSE:\lBL Y X\D ),SSI::\IBLY 

Clear . 150 :)Ut do not insert the rna 
zine. 

b. l' 
recoi~ 

the point of bullet or similar item te) press in t\H' 
g Cocat dir une: ) to.lI1-

Rot~iH' tllL barrd 
a turn.ll't it. the recoil , and it plungtT 
from the 51 Control the recoil thctt it 
does not Oclt slide and become' 

tse 
rctainer 
slide stop 

the base of the magazine t Dress the slide SlOp 

. 5) to tht:, ear ane: free the S:.de stop, Pull the 
the left. out of tnc recein?l'. 

d. In·:ert thEe and dl':!\\ the slide fot'ward off the re-
ei\'er. Caution: Hold the ha:ld under the rcal' of the rv;ein:'c 

to clechanism if it faLs feee of t'te ein'!'. 
The \\ill De found loose or: the l'el. 

Hold the slick' inn"rkd and s\\ing Lll' barrc:l link for 
":arci; :ift up on thv real' end of the barrel to disengage 
it from the slic!e, and slide the barrel fon\' arc! out of the slidl', 

f. If the har:1l11er mechanism did not fall free of the l'C? 

cei\'er (par, 140d), it out of the l'c'cei\'ee. 

£;. ::\0 further elisas em is l"p sal''' or dc'sirable, 

h. To reas mble, 
recei\'er, 

tlit' h:'HllnH'r I:1L'chanisn1 o thl' 

1. Slide the barrel, chamber end first, into th irn'erted 
slide until it into the locked the recoil 
spring (rounded side up and shaft to\\'arc! t:1e muzzle) on 
the barrel. ,illst fOr\\'ard of the turned dO\\n link. 

1:'5 
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J. \\"hile holding the hammer mechanism in placl". sliele 
the t'ecei\"er onto the slide CIS far as it \\ill go. Turn the pi:,;tul 
upright and look through the :,;mall hole abo\"tc' the tt'iggec to 

insure that the holes in the: link and the recl'i\'er are lined up. 
If not, Jiggle the bar eel until they are. then insert the slide 
stop and press the retainer fOr\\ard to hold the slide stop in 
place. 

k. Inst'rt the recoil spring into the slide by sliding it O\"er 
the recoil spring guide. :\lo\'e thl' hammer to the half -cock 
pOSition to lock the slide in pbce. and carefully forct' the re­
coil spring and plunger into the slide. 

1. \\ith th" smaller hole of the barrel bushing alined \'.ith 
the front sight. insert the bushing into thl' slide, and rotate it 
one-half of a turn. The cecoil :,;pring plunger \'.·ill lock it in 
place. Insert the magazine', c()ck thc' hcH11!11et'. and prl'ss the 
uiggtT. 

17. FC\CTIO:\I:\G 

a. The Tokare\·-t.vpe pistols are recoil operatl'd; i. e. t11e 
recoil of the cartridge- -\'."hen fired - -transmitted through th", 
barrel and slide. pro\'ides the po\'.er to expel the fired cac­
tridge case, compress the r'ccoil spring for reloading. and 
cock the harnrner mechanism. 

h. \\hen the pistol is loaded and cocked, finger' press.lre 
on the trigger' causes it and its bac to 1110\"C r'l'Ci.rward. agCi.inst 
the pressure of the trigglCT spr'ing. until thv trigger bar con­
tact::; the bottom of the sear'. Continued pt'essut'e on tht' trigger' 
caUSt'S the- sear to re-leasl' the hammer \'.·hich. under the forl~l' 
of its spring. swings fonlard and strikes the firing pin. fir'ing 
the cartridge. 

c, The barrd is locked to the slide by ribs (mCi.chined into 
the outer surface of the barrel) that mesh \'.·ith groO\"es in the 
slide. ..'.. link connects the mO\'able barrel to the receiver hy 
means of the slide stop pin; as the barrel t11O\"es to the rear in 
recoil. the link pi\"ots and pulls tht: rear l'nd of tl1(' barcel dO\'.11 
to unlock it from the slide. Bl'cause of its momentum. the 
slide continues to the rCJT. 

16 
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d. ,-'Is th sLde recoils. the recoil g is C'Ompl" sed 
and the.' t:'xtt"actor \\itl~clra\\ the fired cartddgv Ca5(, fr'Illll tl1 

chambel' and holds it st the slide face until the St.' 

strikes til on the left extension of the hanlm l' housiLg. 
cas pil'ots around the extractor and is cx­

rear\I'ard mo\'ement of the slide terr~linate5 \Ihen 
the recoil-spril:g hou ing at tr;e botton~ front of the 031: 

strikes the recoil-

The cun:prcssed coil 
s:ide f01"\al'd; the feed !'i:) of 

and drin:,s the 

the top cart 
in n:agazin and dri\'es the into thl' cha:l:ber, 
The extractor snaps into the groon:: of the cas , The' 
slide strikes the barrel and ri\Ts it fOr\larcl and the link 
forces the rear end of the barrel up into th,-' locked ion . 
. -'111 [o1"\ard motion stops when thl' lug on the bottom I' of 
tn( barre~ contacts the :3 stop pin, 

f. Before th slide recoil the disco!1ncctor proJects up-
\':ani ft'O:;1 the "1ammcr nlccilc;.n:sm into a 
\\hen :;, slidE:' recoi~ , the 

in ,he slidv, 
d()V.L, pu 

r cxtension down ar:d til The 
sear then pre se the scar\s ti'(" 
SHce contin s to recoil, it l'OCKS the hammel' back so thctt tilt, 
sear s tll sear notch on the hammet'. \\'hcn tn,,' slide 
counterrecoils. the sear holds the hammer cocked: when th(-
slide is fOr\\ard. the dio"connC'l'tor is free to raisl' il~tO 
the cut in the slide, This actiun s the trigg<:I' bat', undu' 
the pl'Ecssure of the t to rise against th bottom 
of th seal', \\hen the is released, it mo\'E:s fOl'\\arci 
anel soon as tLe cl ears the scar, the tr 
spring fore s the bar up into position in front of 
the sear. l' \'.'ill no\\ fire another' shot. 

f-coc Leah:) posi 
tion. tht: bottom of t (, sear is fot· eel to its forl'l1ioo"t ion. 
and lug on .c'" of til scar' mo\'es intu itiun hc'lo\'. thl' 
disconnec to prc'\'ent it [:'0111 sSl'li, [3 C' CLl ,0(: til 

elisconnector pl'o:nlCit-s nO\\' cannot 
depressed, the s~icie is lucked in positiun, Thl' car 

engages the undercut half-co( aecl, bl'-
caust' of the unde-rcut, the t' cannot be fcom the 
hamn~er bv ssu now safe, 

17 
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ion of th,· TOKaCE"\·. the 
has ar. 
passes 
section 
the fire 

. Tic shaft of this 
and ha 

an n~o\'e when 
is rotatl>cI to "S, 

also rotates; its solid s ion rnm'e behind the sear and 
blocKs an;: rno\·crnent. This pl'e\ents the sear fr'om r 
the harnmer, pistol i safe, 

\\'hen the last rounci is firee!. thv J:1agazine 
the magazinl' followe1'. forcte's the slide stop 

slide. The s:'ide stop engages tl1 notch on the side 
of the slidte' and holds it 

18. :\CCESSOHJES 

:\ leather holster. an pxtra inc' . roc! ar 
essor issued witl~ the TT ;3:3 

D. THE 8-:\1:\1 STECHI-':'l.:\ :\L\CHI.:\E PISTOL C-'lPS) 

1 . GE:,\ERAL 

I,lachine semble conventional pistols, but hcl\'c 
characteristic selective -fire 

fired ei:her fu:l,;: 01' 5el11iautol11 
11a\'e large- apacity ma ines 

and some typE' of a shou~der h or stock to aid in accurat 
-range The Sm'iet Stechkin machine (fig. S) 

was is eel in lirnited nUE1bers and. wh it is now obsol<:'t . it 
might in else by units sllch bor'del' and 
sec II poli c (; . 

The Stechkin i simil in appe ~,nd in hasic operation to 
the I,lakaro\" pistol ,:3). hut 

selector on the slide'. -' r is(lt. 
full-automaTic-fir dt,\'ict.', and 20 l'ound mag-
azine, The equ wooden 1:0 1::;tel' that can he 
attached to its handle for use as a SllOlildct· stock (fig, ). The 
Stec:hk:n fires the Sm':'et (\ x Hl-mn: sto1 ndrJg( ( \-I). 

18 
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SELECTOR 

Figure 8. 9-mm Stechkin machine pistol (APS). 

Figure 9. StechKin machine pistol with 
holster-stock attached. 

20. TECI/\l("AL ])\T:\ 

\'.'il! il<C' fnUJ1C; in 
\' I 
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21. OPErL\ TIO:\" 

The Stechkin is opet'Clted in san~e mant~et- as f(w the' :\laka 
(par. 3) except for' the foLowing: 

a. The selector' 8) must be fot' the type of 
fiy-e desired: at 'II !' for semiautomatic fir'e, at ".\HT" for full­
automatic fire, or at " III)" fot' safe, 

b, Hotate reat' s 
t' to the appt'opr-iate r 

thumt) pr ssure on 
--23, 50, 100, ot' 150 

C, Tht::, holster st k is attached 
handllC of the Stechkir, to the recess in tll 

on the stock snaps 
of the catch 

stoe k off th e 

into pbc e, Hel110ve pe 
from the pistol ar:d th(:n 

22, DIS.-,\SSE:\lBLY .-'I:\"D .\S5E:\IBLY 

of the Stechkin ma I:.r:e 

ac \\a:,' as fOt' thc' '.Iaka 

') Fl-,\CTlO:\I:\G 

knurled 
etees, 

in 
latch 

the 

is 
pis -

The Steehkin is blz.mb operated, Det2.iled information on 
the mcchanisrr of tlw .-'lPS is not a\'ailable. 

2-L ,\CCE550H1E5 

.-'\ sling to rry U:c holskr 01' the 
and a T ·handlc'c1 cIt:?11 cnd at't' 
\'.ith the- 5tect1kin machi:lc pistol. 

20 

comhin2.tion, 
ics is d 
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L. THI: 1.6") :\1:\1 \'ZSOH 61 :\L\CIII:\E PISTOL 
(\'z 61) (SKOHPIO:\) 

The Czechoslo\'ak I. 65-mm \'zOt' 61 machine 
nicknamed "Skorpion, " is the 
security forces; it has bl:en offered 
tries. It is a blowback-operated, 
10- 01' 20-round box magazine and is 
wire shoulder brace. The mild recoil 
7. 65-mm cartridge (sec, \'0 
ducer, makes the Sko 

COCKING KNOB 
UPPER RECEIVER 

TAKEDOWN PIN 

MAGAZINE 
CATCH BOLT STOP 

20'ROUND 
MAGAZINE l"l~eoUND 

MAGAZINE 

. 10), 
and 
oun-

Figure 10. 7.65-mm Vzor 61 (Vz 61) Skorpion machine pistol with 
10- and 20-round-capacity magazines. 

chnica~ data concerning tl1',' \'z 61 
\\i~, be found in table 1. 

21 

!ll a chine 
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')­- / . OPER:\ TIO:'\ 

To opel'ate the 

Load the (' 
:llagazine d pl'essing the 
\"ays uncler the magazin 
full. 

cin c~~rtridge on top uf the 
t'trid c!0\<:r1 until it t'oLs side-

Repeat until the magazine is 

b. Swing the selector 10) to its mid or "0" 
(to make the safe) and insert .uaclt'd magazine into the 
recess ahead of the trigger guard until the ma,gazine catch 
(fig. 10) engages the magazine, Gcasp the ocking knobs (fig. 
10) between the thumb and foe them to the 
rear and release thern. The bolt \\'i11 retuCrl fOr\"ard. 
Caution: The is nO',' to fire I 

c. Set the rear to the appropciate l'ange 75 or 150 
meters--b) flipping the leaf fOl'wacd or rean"ard. \\'hen firing 

or semiauto:11atic at longer ranges, best re-
sults are obtained Jnfolding and using the shoulder brace, 

d. Rotate sdector fOl'warcl to ":ZO' for automatic fire. 
or rean\ard to "I" for semiautomatic fire. Aim-- ing a 
nor and press the trigger to fire. \\hen the 
12,st rUL<ncl in tht- magazim~ s fired, the bolt \\ill rema1:1 the 

e, RemO\'e the m t· in th magazine 
catch, The magazir:e \\i11 be If the bolt is held rear-
\\acd after loading a sh magazine, grasp the knobs, 
pull them rean\ard, and release to close the bolt. 

f. To clear the plstol, 1'(,:110\'e the magazin as in 
abO\~e, press up on the bolt stop (fig. 10), and retract the bolt 
fully; it \\'ill be caught the bolt stop. Set the safety on "0" 
and examine the to insure that no c are present. 
:\love the off'O, ' p_lll back on the cocking knobs slightly, 
and release them. Reset to "0" and reinsert 



Extend shoulder 

a. Clear th pistol 
zine. 

FSTC CS-Oi 35 66 

e . 

. 270. but do not insert the maga-

b. Pull the takedown pin (fig. 10) out to the left far as 
possible: the upper recei\'er unit forward about three-
sixteenths of an inc~l and then swing down the barrel (fig. Ill. 

Figure 11. Vzor 61 Skorpion machine pistol, field stripped. 

c. Retract the bolt to the rear and the 
knobs out to th sides. Pull the bolt and the dridng 
out of tl-H: recei \'er. 
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e, To reassemhle. 
into the upper recei\'cT, 
'.'.'ith the 
insert the 

ins the ilolt the cirh 
~-'lline the clongCited holes in the bolt 
of the slot in the upper l\'lT and 

Shde the bolt full~' forw I'd, 

f. S\\'ing the upper recei\'cr into position on the Im\ 
cei\'er and slide it to the rear unti~ the cilSmO,ll1ting pin ('an be 

back into ion, Insert the magazine and fold the 
shocllder brace forward, 

:2 FC\,CTIO:\I:\C 

a, The Vz 61 is blowback operated, 

b, The trigger mechanism is similar in function to that of 
the :;.1'. 47 assault rifle (par. 5612 to 56h), 

c, This weapon has a rate reducet' in 
it, The bolt is caught at the rear of its stroke a 
operated catch; the bolt also for es an inertia block (inside 
the grip) down st a spring, \'dH:'n the sprin dri,'l's 
the block up, th olock cau the catch to release the bolt. 
The time lapsE' het\\een the th~' holt 
causes a distinct rt'ciuction 

30, ACCESSORIES 

The following acc ssories are a\ai"able for use with the Vzor 
61 machine pistol: 

(1) Ten- and twenty-round magazines, 

(2) ":\ight-sighting de"ice. 

(3) Silenc 

(4) 

(5) hols:er 

(6) Shoulder holster 

2-1 
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(i) Cleaning rod 

(8) Oil container 

(~l) Front - sight tool 

The procedures and materials prescribed for eaning standard 
C. S. :~rmy s also to Eurasian Comm:1nist 

should be disassembled :0 the c·:-;tcm nece=:;-

order t prc\'cnt bn~akag(' and 
shou~d be an on 

of part and this :<1Ould 
only ompetent arr:10rer, 

G. 1L-,\ LFL~:\"CTIO:'\S ,-'\:'\D STOPE-'\GES 

110st malfunctions ar.d stoppages ar aused 
zines Of' ammunition. Table II lists common 
their remedies. 

maga 
and 
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Table I. Pistol Technical Data 

:\bzz:t? 
5e(:1 

Rate f.:.rtc 

1m) 

1 Plstcl .')nl\'; adc: L 

2' ln, i.vith 

.l With e:r:pt, 

4 With 

30 

! 730 

!b hr 

Table II. Pistol Malfunctions 

Condition Cause 

Fails to fire (cartridgE:' 
in chamber) Defecti\fc cartridgE:' 

Fails to fire (no at' -
tridge in cl' am bel') Defccth'c Inagazine 

Fails to extract or 
Fouled \\'eapon 

26 

3.) 

Remedy i 

Rdoad 

Re 
n:agazine 

Clean and 
lubricz;te 
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ed broken 01' \\orn parts 
ir:g the def('cti\-e part ith scn-ic 

cot'cect 
onl', This 

done on a armorer, and the 

\\capon then be function test fired. 

Section II. SC B:\L\ CHL'\ ES 

"\. THE 7.62 :\1:.\1 :\10DEL l:'-tl St'B:\L'ICHI.:\EGL" 
(PPSh -11) 

31. GL.:\::RAL 

a. The 
in enorrnOllS n 
and. after' the 
of So\-it·, 

1U-l1 submachineg:.m (fig. 12) as 
s hy the SOdd enion ducin 

:11any nations in :he' [i)!'lll 

A rJ:1\-. 

CommunIst UUllil'ies 

Iran . .:\orth ho!'t:a. and ComrlHmist Cr.ina. 
ian -lS.\1 

th,,· 

0:1 til E­

Smie, 
, .. : J' a3 ian 

11, t' 
·U's 

.:\orth 

do not aff,' tl1lc hand~~ng 01' opl'l'atioL 
I not be CO\'l-l'('d 

s i\: ""octh \'i« 
:.~ c()\>(-rc·cj in inn II C. Sum PPSL 

t'tridge 

b. PPS:l--I1 

detail. Ot](C xtc-n-

t' (" C o:n-,' t't t' ci • i) 
dUl' 

I,e] 

, 5a). s\.'lecti\-e-flre, deu - 0:" hox magaz:ne-fcd I'. apon 
\,'ith a fixed \\oodcn lL~ttstock, The magazin s can be' ecthf.:l' 
thc' 35-l'ound typl' or th,' II-round dl'um type', the !J()': 

mine is r Tnest: s ru n·liaiJl 
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OPERATlI'oG HANDlE 
wITH SAFETY CATCH 

Figure 12. 7.62-mm submachinegun Model 1941 (PPSh-41). 

weapor:s. manufactured from -gauge steel \Iith 
a minimum numbl't' of machinl'd pans. Tll barrel JacKet pro 
trudcs s an in ined face and is \'ented 

its tOp and s to sen'e as a co:nbined muzzle brake and 
compensator. The front s i" re\\ stable for ele\'a 
tion zero and can b moved fr'om side to side for \1 zet"o. 
The PPSh--11, -18:\\ and 30 s-lbmachineguns all 
fire the 1.62 x 25 cartI' 

32. TEC!I:-\IC:\L D,\ L\ 

T<:cJmica: COlll'f:r'ni:1g the PPSh--11 submachinegun \1 ill 
found :11 table III. 

:-\3. OPER.J,TIO:-\ 

To ope till' PPSh -11, -1::;:\1. 

a, Load a box 

mannc'r as in 
ganllc' \\it11 :{3 Ceirtl' 

th button in the 
elown ttl(> latch on thl' 

off the co\'c'r and latch, 
centt'!' of the dru:r: an 

Load a dnltn :n pr s 
V!1t(c rt:dr of :ht, ell' ,:m :1l1d ,,;'.'.in g 

ecn'"r' of trw elr' Lift 
GI'ei::3P trH.' 

Cll~llnL'r'c 

in 1 t: 

k'xi:::;~~ :; f,-1 
tun] thv I"t COJl1tt,'l',' lCk\ll as fa:' 

as possible. Place 11 cartr"~dges :mllet ('nd up, i:lto 
tracks. \\:len all an grasp 

the rotor 

') (1 _u 



T 

71-ROUND DRUM 
MAGAZINE 

Figure 13. 71-round 
drum magazine, 

LATCH 

FSTC CS 073:5 66 

its spring: at th Same 
time, press in on the 
button and then 
the rotor 
til it stops, 
co\-er on the magazine, 

press the button, 
and s\\'ing the latch up to 
its locked pos~tion, 

D, Load th(' sub 
machinegun by 
in loaded 
into the magazine 

and slide it up into 
e until the magazine 

cat t>ngagt.'s, (''\ote: 
If a drll11 rnagazin is 

used, and the scr numbers on tll drum ar:d on trH" gun do 
not coincide, th drum! gun combination should be test fir 

to ',lse, Slide the catch 12) on tlw operat 
handle oUl\\'ard, if ssary, and dra\\' the handle full: to the 
rear, Caution: The submachinegun now to Et'e: 
Position the select (fig, 12) accordh to the tyPt' of fire dt:­
sired: fon':ard for automatic, rearward fOt' semiautomatic, If 
immediate firing not anticipat d th,' \\ eapon on safe 

pressing tht> catch il1\\'ard into th slut in the recei\'er, 
Slide the safe-ty catch oed to the posiLon \\ hen to 
fire, 

Set the s for the desired 
to '10" or "20" (loa 200 meters), 

- -and pn:ss th 
forward 2.f:er fi:':'ng 

r to fir l', 
last I'o"nd, 

HC::!110\'C til magazine by 

flipping the 
ing a normal 

ThL' bolt \\i11 remain 

thl' maeazinc' catch 
:'cnrl pt'l':3Sll1g it fur\" ani t()\\~u'cl h c' ~l) Z i!1C~: si [:1 ~il 

.It of th(' magazinl' n,d~ thl' inc stl'aig:1' Jo\\'n, 

2" 
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DRIVING SPRING 

I ~---:"I'",,~"-"'t" 
~;' 'BOLT 

Figure 14. PPSh-41, field stripped. 

Cleat' t l'emo\'ing thl' magazlnc' re-
tractir.g the ho~t, In thd no c,u'tt' prc : then, 
while holdin the upc·l'atiq.' e, I', E 

hult fOr\I:ar'd ancl :i"ide till' \' c h in\\ k the 
bo:t Insert t11:n in\:, 

3";. DIS.\SSE..\IBLY X'\D .\SSL..\IBLY 

To disa::3sPt1lblc th' PPSh-";l, -ttL\l. ;')0 ut)-

machiJ~e for' routine carl and cl 

C ear do nut ir. 1'1 magazine. 

il. PI'''' " OIl th l~t>C't'i\-C'r ',.'11 at r' t.-' ~:::'l~ of tl1<> l~ C' ~ 

Cc'iYL:l' and i:H; t11 (" <!lTd d,}\\'t\ (fig, I-t). 

c. p tn~' opc:rating v 
tc' holt, tll dr'i,ill 

the bufftT up 

hack SI ile t11 is rinne. 

10 
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d. The dri\'inc-oO Cissem can 110\\' be from 
t:1C bolt, and th(, buffc')' can 
ass 

n::mon'd from the dhdng spring 

If necessary. th n1cchanislTI can he remo\'cd 
unscrew lllg scre\\' beh 

!1lechanis!11 down, out of 
l11ent with the reel' l'. 

f. ::\0 further disas is necessary or desirable, 

g. To reassemhl the subrnachinegun. first engage the 
on the f!'ont of the trigger mechanism with the recein:r. 

the mechanism up into e. Retighten tlH: sere\\' , 

h. [nsert the dri\'in assembly into tll holL and 
the buffer. flat side to\\'at'd the bolt. g, 
the tapered end of th - spring as 

hole in the rear wall of eiyer and pull the k. 
the force of tl1 spring, until it can he swung 

into position in th recei'.;er. 

i. S\\ing the r 
catch is engaged. 

shut ano insure that tlH' 

a. The PPSh--J.1. -f8:\1, -frl. and T~pe)O 
guns are !Jlo\\'back 

b. The firing starts 
the sear . 15). Pressure on the tr 

(21) to disengage from the holL The force of 
dri\'l's the bolt forward, The fecd eih on tll 

machine -

top cart!'idge in th magazine and dci\'c s tr.c' out of 
the magazine and into th barTd. The t'xtractol' snaps into the 
d:11 of the cal'tricJge. and the fixed firing cs the primer. 

c. The recoil of the fired cartt'idgt: 
rear. This. in tUt'lL compressl's the d 
fired caet is held to the bolt 
the case strikes the fixed (15); c 

:n 
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around the extractor and is expelled. The bolt continues to the 
rear until it is stopped the buffer; the driving then 
dri\'es the bolt forward 

d. T:1e sear. which holds the bolt cocked. is 
-loaded bar with a step (19) in it rear surfac The 

has a fonvard-proJecting, spring-loaded trigger pawl 
(24) mounted in its top side. This pawl mates \\'ith the step on 
the sear and sen'es to depress the sear \\hen th trigger is 
pressed (fig. 15). .':" pivot disconnector (20) is mounted on 
the selector and moves back and forth with the selector, V,'hen 
the selector is forward, the disconnector has no function; 
when rearward, the disconnector proJects into the bolt path, 
and the rear of the disconnector st touches the trigger pawl. 

e. \\'hen the bolt is retracted. the -~oaded sear 
snaps into the bolt's sear notch and holds it to the rear. Pres-
sure on the trigger causes it and the to rotate. 
and the pa\\l contacts the step on the sear. Continued move-
ment of the depresses the sear to release the bolt. If 
the se:ector is forward (in the automatic pOSition), the sear 
"'ill remab depressed and the gun will continue to fire until 
the is released and the sear reengages the bolt. When 
the selector is rearward (in the semiautomatic position), the 
initial action of the trigger is the same, the pawl depresses the 
sear, and this releases the bolt .. ':"s the bolt goes forward, it 
contacts the now-protruding disconnector, forcing it dO\\'ll and 
rotating it abo',11 its pivot. The rear end of the disconnector is 
cut at a cam an This cam forces the trigger pawl back in-
to the and out of engagement with the sear. The sear 
is freed and snaps up where it can engage the bolt after each 
shot. To fire a second shot, the trigger must be released in 
order to ano\,' the trigger to rise high eno'Jgh to reengage 
the sear. 

f. The safety catch, when on safe, in either the rearward 
or fOr\,'ard position of the bolt, mates with a notch in the op­
erating handle slot and thus prevents movement of the bolt. 

33 
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36. .~CCESSORIES 

The accessories ace 
PPSh -l1. -lS:\l. -l«. and 

( 1 ) 

fOt' use \\ith 
submachinc' gun",: 

(2) T\\o-section T !landled clt'an r'od C2lTiccl in 
b;ltt . 

(3) T- folding screwdrh·cr. C(lso catTivd ill the 

butt. 

(-l) T \'. from sight. 

(5) :\lasrazine filler for'35-round 16). 

(6) Standard iet -pattern :2 compartment Cind-

- so] \'ent container'. 

(7) inc carrier apprOpt'latL' to the.: ty!H:' of rnag 
azi:1e uSt'd. 

Figure 16. Magazine loader for PPSh-41 5ubmachinegun. 

34 
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B. THE 7.62 '.1:\1 :\IODEL 1 cq:3 SL-B:\L;CHI::\EGC::\ 
(PPS ,13) 

3/. G£:,\ER,;L 

The :\lodel 1943 submachinegun (fig. 17) \\'as produced 
during \\orld \\'ar II the So,'iet Cnion, primarily fOl' para 
chutists who found the fixed stock PPSh- 41 too unw for 
airborne operations. The PPS-43 no\\' obsolete in the Soviet 
.;rmy. is still used man\' Eurasian Cornm,mist co:.mtries 
and has [)een manufactured in Poland s t11C :\lodel ,n /52 sub­
machine gun and in Communist China as thc .±3 sub 

this lattcr \','eapon has often been erron(;ou 
referred to as t:1e T\'De 54 SUb:l1achinegun. for mark­
ings, the Sodet and the ChiCom gU:1S are identical; the Polish 
:\Iodel ,t:3; 52 is able its eel recei,'tT 
and its fixed \\'ooden :JUt: (fig. 1 B). 

SAFETY 

MAGAZINE CATCH 

Figure 17. 7.62-mm submochinegun Model 1943 (PPS-43). 

b. .;n versions of the PPS-43 submachincguns are blow-
k-operated, automatic, box-m -fcd weapon and, 

except for the Polish '.lodel 43/32 have folding metal butt­
stocks, These weapons ha\'e a 10\\' cyclic tate of fire. Al 

they are automatic, single shots can be firea 
skillful trigger manipulation. The \\'eapons arc constrLlctea 
almost from steel stampings and have nory few ma 
chined parts. A sheet metal muzzle brake-comper:sator is 
attached to the front of the barrel ket to stabilize the gun 
during bursts of fire. Th 33-round box magazines are 

35 
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Figure 18. Polish 7.62-mm submachinegun Model 43/52. 

to the PPS--1:3 and cannot be interch \\'itl: the box 
rnagazines for the PPSh--1:l. The PPS -1::.1. :\lodel -1:3/52. and 
T;'pe 43 submachineguns all fire the 1.62 x 25-mm pistol 

(sec. VI). 

38. TECH,\IC\L D.-'1L\ 

Technical data concerning the PPS-43 submachinegun \\'i:l be 
found in table III. 

39. OPERA TIO.'\ 

To the PPS-43. :\Iodel -1:3/52, or Type 43 weapons: 

a. Load a magazine with 35 cartridges in the same manner 
a in par 3a. 

b. \\'hile the gun can be fired with the stock folded. best 
results are obtained by the stock to brace thl: weapon. 

s the button 11) at the top rear of the receinc-r; 
grasp the buttplate and pull th stock assembly up and back un­
til it locks in position. Then rotate the buttplat into position. 

c. Insert a loaded into the magazine well until it 
is by the catch. Pull the operating handle 
fully rearward and ease it forward until it is caught the sear. 
Caution: The gun is now ready to fire ~ 

36 
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(fig. 17) can be prc its 
the gual'd) rearward and up 

sal of this motion takes off the 

e. Set the sight for the desired range (10 100 metet's. 
20 = 200 meters): aim -using normal si e- and 
pr ss the t1' to fire. The gUll \,'ill continue to Ln- as long 
as the is depr ssecl; shots can be fieed by press 

releasing the trigger. T'le bolt \\ill clost' on a~l 
empty chambel' \\hen the last round is fired. 

f. Rernm'e the n; 

(fig. 11) fOr\\'ard and \\'ithdea\\' 

g. The stock an be folded 
fourths of turn into its closed 
the button on tl1 top rear of til 
metal huttstock 'Jp and foC\,'accL 

pressing the magazine catch 
the magaz ine, 

rotating the 
position: then. 
receh·cr. s\\in 

h. Clear the wcapol: rem 
th(:' bolt. 

tlH' t't:cei\'ET. 
ease the bolt 
z il~ 

cHter insuring that 1:0 

hold the operating handle, 
forward, ,~ppl\' the safety 

s are preSl'lH in 
press ttH' t and 
and ins('1't th 

To disassemble tll PPS 4:3, :-lodel 4:3! 52. and 4:3 
s foe routine ace and cleaning: 

a. C~eac the gun 
in::'t'l't the: l~lagazine. 

. :39h), but do not apply the or 

b. Pre::' in em tl: ttw lcm cr 1'ear end of 
t~e recei\"(:l', tr~",n S\\· tne lower ct'cei\Tr cio\\ll 1 ii). 
Pull th operating handl cearward and then t:le: 
bolt dO\\'n\':arcl out of t\le n:c i\el'. Pull ill(, clci\ing- g 
a out of the bolt. 

c. ::\0 furthec disas is necessacy 01' desirable. 

3/' 
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I 

d. To 
stud of the 

BOLT 
/ 

i 
~1\ 

STUD EJECTOR 

19. PPS-43 I field-stripped. 

, first insert the 
into the bolt, with the 

bolt, 

and thc' dr g assL'mhly at ah,)ut 
recein:T and" with t:1C flat CclS(L' of the J;ll'tal-

and-fiber 

f. 
en, and 

-ll, FC:,CnO:\T\G 

a, The PPS -l 

of th gun, e the buffel' 
tl;<.: rl':CG' of th,· l'vc(,i\'cT, Rl:­

swing it into thL' 1'e('<::in.'I', 

ei\'e:' up, PCl'SS on tIlt, 1'('('('i\'('I' 
th luwel' rL'ceh',:I', 

.\Iodcl-l:)/:j:2 and 
s are blowbac opel'ateci, 

b, The fir stan with till' holt (',Hlgh; tn ;h .. I'eal' 
the sear (fig, 20), Pressure' on the' tl'igg(,'J' ,'3dS\" t'H' ::: I" aI' 

to disengage from the bolt, The fore of :h' ,il' 

38 
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drives the bo~t fOr\\::iJ'd, TIl\' feed db on the' bolt strikes the 
top cart r ill til(' 111 drin's the artridge out of 

The extr'actOt' snaps into the magaz and into the 
the groO\'e of the cartl'id fixed fir pin stl'ikes and 

the' primer, firing the 

The recoil of the Cr'ed cart drin:'s the bolt to the 
rcal' and cor;lpr sses the 
case is ;leld to the bo~t 

spring, The fired cartridge' 
steikes the 
The cart end of the 

then acound thc extractoe and is Thl~ bolt 
contin'.tes to tlce r until it is ti1E' b ; the' 
drivin spring then clciu's the bolt fOl'\\ard, 

d, The seal', \\'hieh ho~ds the' DOlt coc;';'ed, is 3t 

feont seats a shouJclel' in tit lower rece:'\' 
I' is photed to the' ecar end of the s Thc feont of 

pas t,'S thl'O~t 

spl'ing-loaded te l'-eeturn lar, 
th rcar of the trigger, 

lt1 the tr 
mountc'c! 

Scc' 

I' , 

til " 
20 fot' a 

sf:ctional \'ie\\ of :he lnggYI' chani"m, 

e, 

\\' h e t'c 
I\heh the' t 

!' ear, 
the col 
the 

sscd, the' ci\e'!' catch-pin, 
a point ahout 

its uppE<r end 
d to :hc 

<'\ s tlH" 

ed to the 
\\hcn the It' r reh'2secl, 

fon\2ed; this 
thl' bolt. 

f. TIlt:':3 is 2 fl:H stc, 
t\\o s~ots (one ;,;lot at its frOl;t encl, 

slot a t its rear' end), tn2 t COnlltC t s the n' 
si,il' of the' S\~3T into the 

::olot. \\hen Th L' S ~lf ,~,ty 1'on\ t'cI t I~ l' in 

is mO\Td to the' !'cat', the ~.s pt'C\'l"1!ed fl'om 
th\., sl1iall<.:r l:nci of tile ;,;:ot, ane! thus tlk tt' r 

cannot be The angulal' at the fr'ont of tli .. s 
rides on a fixed l'osspin in the l't:ceiYCT 2nc! c 

.f0 
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to rise ar.d 10\,el' as it t~lO\'eS, \\ hen the is n10\' rl rear 
ward to the saft: safe't~, rise'S, engcql<'S thl' up 
eI'ating handle. and prE::Ycnts any moycment of the holt \\'hc'tht'r 
the bo~t is fon,'ard or reanlard, 

42. ~\CCESSORlES 

The only accessories issued for use \\'ith trw PPS 43 ace: 

(1) 

(2) Two section T handled rod. 

(3) Standard Sm'iet- ') oil and-
c -sol\'ent container. 

(4) Fabric. :3 d magazine carcit·c. \\'itl! acidi 
tional compartments for the cleaning cod and tilt: oil contai:!er. 

C. THE 7.62 :\1:\1 K 50 :\10DIFIED Sl'B:\L\CHI:\LGC\ 
(K 50:\!) 

a. The K-50 :\lodifiC'd submachinegun . 21) at: ex 
altered ChiCom Type 50 ubrnac'1inegun. used 

the \'iet Cong in \'ietnam. most ob\ious are the 
slid metal buttstock. the short barr ket \\·hicr. e:imi-
nates the original muzz:e bl'ake cornpensator, and the wooden 
pis:ol grip. The lower recei\'l?:r so has been l'L 

b. The K-50 :\lodified sc,bmachinegun is a blo\\'!Jack­
electin'-fire. box-rnagazine-fcc: \I'capon 

\l,i 7 !1 ~~ teles meta: buttstock. This gun fires ChiCom 
'.62x25-mmType50 orSm'ietl,6~x~;) mm 

p 

ell 
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Figure 21. North Vietnamese 7. 62-mm K-50 Modified submachinegun. 

-+-1:. TECH:\IC-'lL Dc\L\ 

elat E'n1~ng h -')0 \iodified subrnachinegun 
\'.ill be found i:1 table III. 

Tile h. ·')0 \loelified hil;C'gLlll ,:' ope~"att:ci al~d f~,I1(':ions 

sired 

\\eapon. the ChiCom T\:pe 50 sutJrna­
:.:\:3. :3-1. and :35 for information. _-'In 

feature. the tcles stock. is operated press 
stock atch (fig. 21) and slieling the stock to the de-

D. THE \1:.\1 \,ZOR :23 _-\~D \-ZOR 25 Sl-8.\L-\CHI~EGl·:\S 
_-\~D THE ... 62 \1.\1 \-ZOR 2-+ X'\D \-ZOR 26 

Sl-8.\L\CHI:\EGl·~S (\-z 23. \-z 25, \-z 2-+. and \-z 26) 

"+6. GE~ER_-\L 

\-zor 2:3 and 2;") suhr:1ac:1inegUlls (fig. 22) and 
7.62 111m \'"zor 2-+ 23) ::inc! 26 subr':13.chinegul1s are all 

similar variations of the sarlle \\·eapon. The 
and 21 both ha\-e fixed buttstocks. but differ in th 

they fire' the \'"z 23 and 26 ha\e 
differ in the cartridges fire. 

..+2 

metal butt 
main de 
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, other than those occasioned the different 
at tl1e rear of the rfc'cei\'er, Vz 23/25 \\eapons have a 

machined band, for mounting the rear and stock, encir-
the recei\'er; late production Yz 23/25's and all \,z 24/26'5 

have a bl'acket \\'elded to the recei\'er for mounting the sight 
and stock, The magazines of the \'Z 24/26 s 
\\hen inserted, have a pronounced forward slant. 

RECE1'/Er: c~p 

INE FILLER 

BUTT LOCK 

Figure 22. Czechoslovak 9-mm submachineguns Vz 23 (top) and Vz 25. 

b, These guns are a1: blowback-operated (par. 5a), 
selective-fire, box-m -fed weapons, The 9 mm maga-
zines are made in 24- and 40-round versions; the 7.62 -mm 
ma holds 32 rounds (fig. 24), The type of fire, full 
automatic or semiautomatic, is by the trigger pull -
a light fires one shot; a heavy pull fires continuou 

unusual bolt is very long and heavy; but, because it tele­
scopes oyer the barrel, the overall length of the gun is 
short. An automatic safety lock (the operating handle) locks 
the bolt fOr\\?xd to prevent the gun from accidentally firing if 
it is dropped. ..\n integral magazine filler is mounted on t:1e 

43 
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WELDED REAR 
SIGHT BRACKET 

FOREWARD SLANTED 
_______ MAGAZINE 

Figure 23. Czechoslovak 7.62-mm submachinegun Vz 24. 

side of the fore stock 22). The Vz 23 
rnachineguns fire 9 x 19-rnrn Parabellum-type 
\C z 24 and 26 fire 7.62 x 2S-rnm pistol 

7.62-MM 

9-MM (4G-RD 

9_MM (24-P.D· 

MAGAZ!'-lE CARRIER 

and 25 sub­
the 

(sec. \'1). 

. f 

Figure 24. Czechos lovak submachi negun magaz i nes. 
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-17. TECl-l'\ICAL DYL~ 

Tec:l:nical data concern \'z 23, 2-1, 25, ar:d 26 suhrna-
chineguns \',ill be found in table III. 

-18. OPE}U TIO:'\ 

To operate tl:e \'z 23. 2-1 25. and 26 submac:hincgu:b: 

a. Load a the t clebcribed in 
par 27a, ammunition is ayai1ah1e, ace 
a clip, hulletSUD .. on ,he magazine: I'iller. 
on the filler. with the rib on the )'('ar wall of the I.' in 
the slot m the fi~ler. Press the magazine forward (fig. 25). 
This wiE strip the Cal"t s off the and into thl' maga 
zine; at the same time. the clip will be driu;'n out of the ,ip 
exit. until the IT:agazine is full. 

CUP EXIT 
(CLIP NOT SHOWN) 

Figure 25. Using magazine filler to load magazine. 

-1.J 
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b. into the magaz \\'ell in the 
pistol grip until th 

c. \\ith an initia~ up\\'ard motion, the ope 
handle (fig. 22) to the rear. Caution: The submachine-
gun is now r If desired, place the gun on safe by 
sliding the atch, located bic'hind the tr' to the 
right. 

C:. For accuracy, the folding stocks of the \'z 25 and 26 
should be used to the guns when 

22) and turn theoutt to 

22); then s\\'ing the stock to\\arcJ the rear' 
until it locks into position, 

e. for rangc (1. :2, or ,±OO meters). 
PJsh t:1e to thc' ldt; aim--usin 
picture - - and press the tr~gger. Prt'ssin 
\\'ill cause the weapon to fire once. pressir; it over its full 
tr'avel cause the gun to continc1e to fire, The bo~t will remain 
forward after the ast round is fired. 

f. Hemo\'e the magazine by press 
catc'1 located at the bottom rear of the 
the magazine out of the gun. 

on the magazine 
stol grip. and pull 

g. Fold the stock entire stock slightly to 
the rear st its locking spring, then it to thL' ~cf~. 
Press the butt lock and turn t'1e butt 

eye. Hotate the butt down for u 
it up to allo\\ the gun to be fired 

ture. 

h. Clear the submachinegun removing the mag?,zine 
(par . .J:8i') and then retracting the bolt. Insure that no car-

are present Then. \\'hile holding thE:' ope·rating handle, 
press the Ease the bolt forward, set the safety to 
safe, and insert t:1e magazine. 

·l:6 
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49. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

To disassemble the Vz 23, 24, 25, or 26 submachineguns for 
routine care and cleaning: 

a. Clear the gun (par. 48h), but do not insert the maga­
zine or apply the safety latch. 

b. Use a cartridge, punch, or similar item and press in 
the receiver cap lock in the middle of the receiver cap (fig. 26). 
Rotate the receiver cap to disengage it from the receiver and 
remove it. 

EJECTOR BOLT ASSEMBLY 

IIo\RREl-..... -- - ~ - --
DRIVING SPItiNG 

RECEIVER CAP 
I a 

SLING EYE WREL \a-- l_GNUT 

Figure 26. Vzor 24 submachinegun I disassembled. 

c. Pull the operating handle to the rear to start the driving 
springs out of the back of the receiver. Grasp the round plate 
and pull the bolt assembly out of the receiver. 

d. Unfold the stock, if a Vz 25 or 26 submachinegun. Un­
screw the barrel locking nut (fig. 26) (using the front of the 
bolt as a wrench, if necessary) and pull the barrel out of the 
receiver. 

e. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

47 
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f. To reassemble the submachinegun, place the sling eye 
into the front of the receiver, with the tab pointing forward. 
Slide the barrel into the receiver, and rotate the barrel until 
it mates with its key. Screw the barrel nut tight, using the 
bolt as a wrench. 

g. Start the bolt assembly into the receiver. pull the trig­
ger and slide the bolt fully forward. 

h. Place the receiver cap on the end of the receiver, 
force it forward against the driving spring, and rotate it until 
it locks. 

50. FUNCTIONING 

a. The Vz 23, 24, 25, and 26 submachineguns are blow­
back operated. The firing cycle starts with the bolt caught to 
the rear by the sear. Pressure on the trigger causes the sear 
to disengage from the bolt. The force of the driving spring 
drives the bolt forward. The feed rib on the bolt strikes the 
top cartridge in the magazine and forces the top cartridge out 
of the magazine and into the barrel. The extractor snaps into 
the groove of the cartridge as the fixed firing pin strikes and 
ignites the primer to fire the cartridge. 

b. The recoil of the fired cartridge forces the bolt to the 
rear, compressing the driving spring. The fired cartridge 
case is held to the bolt by the extractor until the case strikes 
the ejector (fig. 26). At this instant, the ejection ports in the 
bolt and receiver are alined with each other, and the cartridge 
case pivots about the extractor and is thrown out the ejection 
ports. The bolt continues to the rear until it strikes the plate 
on the driving-spring assembly; the driving spring then drives 
the bolt forward again. 

c. On the left side of the sear a small projection extends 
into the receiver, while a short, spring-loaded sear plunger 
extends from its rear. Just below this plunger, a small ledge 
also projects rearward. The trigger is one piece, with a lug 
protruding from its upper front side. When the trigger is 
pressed, it rotates, and the lug contacts the sear plunger. As 
pressure continues. the sear is depressed, releasing the bolt. 
The sear plunger, because of the rotary motion of the sear and 
trigger, slips out from under the trigger lug, and the sear 
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spring returns the sear to a position where it can catch the 
bolt. To fire another shot, the trigger must be released; as 
the trigger spring rotates the trigger back, the lug forces the 
sear plunger into the sear. When the lug passes the plunger, 
its spring forces the plunger out, under the lug. Pressure on 
the trigger will now fire another shot. 

d. To fire automatically, the trigger must be pressed to 
the limit of its travel. The action in "c" above takes place, 
then the ledge on the sear contacts the lug of the trigger; as 
the trigger continues to rotate, the sear is again depressed 
and remains so until the trigger is released. As the sear does 
not rise between shots, the weapon will continue to fire. 

e. When the safety is on safe, a shoulder on the safety 
fits behind the trigger, preventing any trigger movement. On 
the bottom rear edge of the sear is a projection that rests on 
the trigger. When the trigger is blocked by the safety, the 
trigger prevents any movement of the sear. The part of the 
sear that extends into the receiver projects into one of two 
semicircular cuts in the bolt, depending on whether the bolt 
is forward or rearward. Because the sear is blocked when 
the weapon is on safe, this projection locks the bolt in position. 

51. ACCESSORIES 

The only accessories issued with the Vz 23, 24, 25 and 26 
submachineguns are a fabric sling, a I-piece cleaning rod, 
and a 4-pocket magazine carrier. 

E. MAINTENANCE OF SUBMACHINEGUNS 

The procedure and materials prescribed for cleaning standard 
U. S. Army submachineguns also apply to Eurasian Communist 
submachineguns. These weapons should be disassembled only to 
the extent necessary for adequate cleaning, in order to prevent 
breakage and subsequent loss of use. No repairs should be 
attempted on foreign submachineguns other than replacement of 
parts, and this should be done only by a competent armorer. 

F. MALFUKCTIONS AND STOPPAGES 

Most malfunctions and stoppages are caused by defective mag­
azines. Table IV lists common problems and their remedies. 
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Table III. Submachinegun Technical Data 

Weapon Model 1941 Model 1943 K·50 Mod 
Vzor 23 Vzor 24 
Vzor 25 Vzor 26 

Vz 23, Vz 24, 
Short name PPSh·41 PPS·43 K-50M Vz 25 Vz 26 

Caliber (mm) 7.62 7.62 7.62 9 7.62 

Length (in) 33.2 24.2' 22.56' 27' 27 

Weight, empty (lb) 7.7 6.6 7.5 approx 7.2 3 7.5 

Barrel length (in) 10.6 9.5 10.6 II. 2 II. 2 

Magazine·type Box or drum Box Box Box Box 

Magazine capacity (rd) Box-35 
drum·71 35 35 24 or 40 32 

Operation Blowback Blowback Blowback Blowback Blowback 

Fire.type Selective Autornatic Selective Selective Selective 

Muzzle velocity (m/sec) 500 500 500 450 550' 

Practical range, semi-
automatic (m) 200 DNA 200 150 200 

Practical range, full (m) 100 200 100 100 300 

Rate of fire, semiautomatic (rpm) 40 to 50 DNA 40 to 50 70 70 

Rate of ftre, full automatic (rpm) 100 100 100 100 100 

Rate of fire, cyclic (rpm) 900 650 900 650 700 

1 32. 7 in, with stock extended. 3 Vz 25; 7.7 lb. 

2 17. 5 in, with slock folded. 4 With Czechoslovak M48 cartridge. 

S 29.75 in, with stock extended . 

-
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Table IV. Submachinegun Malfunctions 

Condition Cause Remedy 

Fails to fire (cartridge Defective cartridge Retract bolt 
in chamber) and fire 

Weak driving Replace 
spring spring 

Fails to fire (no car Defective magazine Replace 
tridge in chamber) magazine 

Short recoil Clean and 
lubricate 

Fouled weapon Clean and 
lubricate 

Fails to eject Fouled weapon Clean and 
lubricate 

Malfunctions caused by broken or worn parts can be corrected 
by replacing the defective part with a serviceable one. This 
should be done only by a competent armorer, and the repaired 
weapon must then be function test fired. 

Section III. ASSAULT RIFLES 

A. THE 7. 62-MM KALASHNIKOV ASSAULT RIFLE 
(AK-47) 

52. GENERAL 

a. Assault rifles are short, compact, selective-fire 
weapons that fire a cartridge intermediate in power between 
submachinegun and rifle cartridges. Assault rifles have very 
mild recoil characteristics and, because of this, are capable 
of effective full-automatic fire at ranges up to 300 meters. 
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b. The Soviet-designed Kalashnikov AK-47 assault rifle, 
a gas-operated, selective-fire, box-magazine-fed weapon, is 
the major infantry arm for most Eurasian Communist coun­
tries. Large numbers of these weapons have also been passed 
to other nations as military aid, and some have been supplied 
to insurgent groups. AK-47's have been manufactured by 
Communist China (Type 56 assault rifle), East Germany 
(MPiK), Poland (PMK), Bulgaria (?), and North Korea (Type 
58 assault rifle). The selector markings make a convenient 
method of determining the origin of a given weapon. The 
Soviet AK's are marked" AB" and" 0.1"; the East German, 
"D" and "E"; the Polish, "(''' and "p"; the Bulgarian, "0" and 

"I"; the Chinese Communist, "~,, and "~"; and the North 

Korean, "i:il " and " rt-L ." 

c. The AK-47 is produced in two different models; one 
with a conventional, fixed, wooden buttstock (fig. 27), the 
other with a folding, metal shoulder stock (fig. 28). In addi­
tion, there are early and late production variations. The 
early model has a built-up receiver and is identified by the 
angular shape of the rear of the receiver (fig. 29), whereas 
the late model has a straight rear end to its receiver (fig. 29). 
There are various other minor changes between models, none 
of which affects operation. There are also a number of changes 
which reflect the traits of the producing nation; i. e., the East 
German AK-47's have no provision for a cleaning rod; all 
other AK's do. All AK-47 assault rifles fire the 7.62 x 39-mm 
M1943 cartridge; however, if at all possible, cartridges pro­
duced by the same country that produced the rifle should be 
used. Refer to section VI for information concerning 7. 62 -mm 
M1943 ammunition. 
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MUZZLE NUT 
LOCKIN~ ~LUNGER 

Figure 27. 7.62-mm Kalashnikov assault rifle (AK-47), 
late production version. 

Figure 28. 7.62-mm Kalashnikov assault rifle with 
folding stock, East German. 
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" 
II 

mil ... -------
Figure 29. Differences between AK-47 assault rifles, early 

version (bottom) and late version. 

53. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the AK-47 assault rifle will be 
found in table V. 

54. OPERA TION 

a. Load the AK-47 magazine by placing a cartridge on the 
magazine between the feed lips (fig. 30) and pressing the car­
tridge down into the magazine. Repeat until the magazine is 
full (30 rounds). 

b. Insert the magazine into the receiver, canting it for­
ward (fig. 31) so that the lug on the top front of the magazine 
engages with its recess in the magazine well. Swing the mag­
azine rearward until the magazine catch snaps into place. 
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Figure 30. Loading the AK-47 or AKM magazine. 

Figure 31. Loading the magazine into the AK-47. 
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c. If necessary, press the selector (fig. 27) down from 
the safe position; pull the operating handle (fig. 27) fully to the 
rear and release it. Caution: The rifle is now ready to fire! 

d. Unless the rifle is to be fired immediately, put it on 
safe by moving the selector fully upwards. This action locks 
the trigger and bolt; however the bolt can still be opened suf­
ficiently to ascertain whether or not a round is in the chamber. 

e. If the AK-47 is equipped with a folding stock, the best 
firing results will be obtained by using the stock to brace the 
rifle during firing. Press in the knurled stock latch (fig. 28) 
and swing the stock rearward into position; then turn the butt­
plate into position. The stock can be folded forward by re­
versing this action, but the stock latch has to be depressed be­
fore the stock can be moved. 

f. Set the rear sight for the desired range by depressing 
the slide catch (fig. 27) and moving the sight bar along the leaf 
until the front edge of the bar is alined with the line below the 
number that corresponds with the range in hundreds of meters. 
The fir st character on the sight leaf is a battle - sight setting 
used in combat for shooting at ranges up to 300 meters. 

g. The front sight is adjustable for zero. The front-sight 
post can be screwed in or out of its base to adjust for elevation 
zero. The wrench in the combination tool kit is used for this 
purpose (par. 57b(2». Lateral zero is accomplished by moving 
the cylindrical front - sight post mount from side to side. Once 
a good zero is established, do not disturb the front sight. 

h. To fire, move the selector to its middle position for 
full-automatic fire or to its bottom position for semiautomatic 
fire; then aim- -using a normal sight picture- -and press the 
trigger. The bolt will remain closed after the last round has 
been fired. 

i. Remove the magazine by pressing the magazine catch 
(fig. 27) toward the magazine, then swinging the magazine for­
ward and out of the receiver. 
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j. To clear the AK-47, remove the magazine and pull the 
operating handle fully to the rear. Inspect the receiver and 
the chamber to insure that no cartridges are present, then re­
lease the operating handle. Press the trigger, press the selec­
tor up to the safe position, and insert the magazine. 

vv. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

To disassemble the AK-47 for cleaning: 

a. Clear the weapon (par. 54j), but do not insert the mag­
azine or set the selector on safe. 

b. Press the serrated end of the driving-spring guide 
(fig. 27) into the bolt cover and, while holding the guide in, 
lift off the bolt cover, rear end first. 

c. Press the driving-spring guide forward and disengage 
it from its seat, then pull the complete driving-spring assem­
bly out of the piston. 

d. Pull the operating handle fully to the rear, lift the bolt 
carrier slightly upwards, then remove the bolt and carrier to 
the rear. 

e. Press the bolt into the carrier until the bolt operating 
lug can be turned free of its cam path in the carrier. Pull the 
bolt straight forward and remove it from the carrier. 

f. Rotate the gas-cylinder tube lock (fig. 32) upward to 
free the gas-cylinder tube. Remove the tube by pulling up on 
the rear of the hand guard. 

g. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

h. To reassemble, first engage the front opening of the 
gas-cylinder tube with the gas cylinder (fig. 32), and then 
seat the rear of the tube into the rear sight base. Rotate the 
gas-cylinder tube lock down to its locked position. 

i. Slide the spindle of the bolt into its hole in the carrier 
and rotate the bolt to mate the operating lug with its cam path. 
Pull the bolt as far forward as possible in the carrier. 
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BOLT COVER 

\ .s ............. GA5-CYClINDER' 

DIUVlNG-5PRING __ ".JIII--------- TUBE 

GUIDE 4 •• -~""--__ • -

Figure 32. AK-47 assault rifle I field-stripped. 

j. Slide the piston into the hole under the rear sight until 
the carrier fits into its cuts at the rear of the receiver. 
Press the carrier down (bolthead must be fully forward), and 
then slide the carrier fully forward, 

k. Insert the driving spring into its hole in the piston and 
reseat the guide into the receiver. 

L Place the front end of the bolt cover into the circular 
groove in the rear-sight base. Some covers have antirattle 
dimples pressed into their front ends. This sometimes re­
quires force to fit a cover into its groove. Apply thumb pres­
sure over the square opening in the rear of the cover; press 
forward imd down until the end of the driving-spring guide 
snaps through the opening. 

m. Press the trigger to release the hammer, set the 
selector to safe, and insert the magazine. See paragraph 57 
for information concerning the operation of the accessories 
for the AK-47. 
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56. FUNCTIONING 

a. The AK-47 is gas operated; i. e., a portion of the gas 
that propels the bullet through the barrel is tapped off through 
a port in the barrel and is used to drive the bolt mechanism to 
the rear during firing. A strong driving spring returns the 
bolt forward. 

b. When the AK-47 is loaded and cocked, finger pressure 
on the trigger causes the twin lugs on the top of the trigger 
(fig. 33) to disengage from the hammer; the hammer, under 
pressure of the hammer spring, swings forward and fires the 
weapon. The bullet is driven through the barrel by the propel­
lant gases. After the bullet passes the gas port, some of the 
gases are tapped off and directed against the piston extending 
from the bolt carrier. 

BOLT CARRIER 

Figure 33. AK-47 assault rifle, section. 

c. The propellant gases drive the piston and the bolt car­
rier (fig. 33) rearward, compressing the driving spring. 
After one-third of an inch of free travel, a cam in the bolt 
carrier contacts the cam stud on the bolt; further travel ro­
tates the bolt 35° and unlocks it from the receiver. The 
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piston, carrier, and bolt all move rearward together, rocking 
the hammer back. The extractor withdraws the empty car­
tridge case from the chamber and holds it against the bolt until 
the case strikes the fixed ejector; the case then pivots around 
the extractor and is expelled. The bolt carrier hits the inner 
rear wall of the receiver and stops. 

d. The driving spring drives the recoiling parts forward, 
and, as the bolt moves, its feed rib drives the top cartridge 
out of the magazine and into the barrel. The extractor snaps 
into the groove of the cartridge case, and, as the bolt carrier 
continues forward, its cam rotates the bolt to its locked posi­
tion. During the final one-third of an inch of travel, the car­
rier depresses the automatic sear. The forward movement 
terminates when the front of the bolt carrier strikes the re­
ceiver. 

e. The selector controls the functioning of the trigger 
mechanism by causing its arm inside the receiver to Change 
positions, in relation to the trigger, as the selector is moved. 
The automatic sear (fig. 34) which also holds the hammer 
cocked is not affected by the selector in any way, but is op­
erated solely by the bolt carrier. A projection on the rear of 
the bolt carrier above the bolt spindle prevents the hammer 
from striking the firing pin unless the bolt carrier has moved 
sufficiently forward to lock the bolt to the receiver. 

f. When the selector is in its lowest (semiautomatic) posi­
tion, the arm of the selector moves to its rearmost position 
(fig. 34) and has no effect on the trigger mechanism. As the 
trigger is pressed, the twin lugs on the trigger disengage 
from the hammer, which swings forward. The recoiling bolt 
carrier rocks the hammer to the rear, and the hammer forces 
the semiautomatic sear (fig. 34) (which, due to the movement 
of the trigger, has moved forward) to the rear against its 
spring. As the hammer passes the semiautomatic sear, the 
sear snaps forward, where it can catch the hammer (fig. 34). 
Therefore, when the counterrecoiling bolt carrier trips the 
automatic sear, only the semiautomatic sear holds the ham­
mer. When the trigger is released, the semiautomatic sear 
moves rearward and releases the hammer, which is then 
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1 Selector Arm 
2 Semiautomatic Sear 
3 Hammer lug 

4 Hammer 
5 Twin Trigger Lugs 
6 Sear Notch 

7 Automatic Sear 
8 - do-
9 - do-

Figure 34. AK-47 trigger mechanism. 
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caught by the twin lugs of the trigger. The trigger must be 
pressed again to fire another round. 

g. By moving the selector to its middle (automatic fire) 
position, the arm inside the receiver is positioned over the 
tail of the semiautomatic sear (fig. 34). As the trigger is 
pressed, the semiautomatic sear contacts the arm and is 
rocked rearward. It then cannot catch the hammer. Only 
the automatic sear holds the hammer cocked and, as the car­
rier in its final travel depresses the automatic sear and re­
leases the hammer, the weapon fires. This action continues 
as long as the trigger is held depressed and ammunition is 
present. To stop firing, the trigger is released and its twin 
lugs intercept the hammer and hold it cocked. 

h. As the selector is moved into its upper (safe) position 
(fig. 34), the arm moves over the rear of the trigger, block­
ing any trigger movement. If the hammer is uncocked, the 
interference between the hammer and the twin lugs of the un 
movable trigger prevents full retraction of the bolt. 

57. ACCESSORIES 

a. The following accessories are available for use with 
the AK-47 rifle: 

(1) Combination tool kit. 

(2) Bayonet. 

(3) Sling. 

(4) Blank-firing device. 

(5) Night-sighting device. 

(6) Magazine carrier. 

(7) Standard Soviet-pattern 2-compartment oil-and 
cleaning solvent container. 
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b. The combination tool kit can be ejected by pressing in 
the circular cover in the buttplate. The design of the combi­
nation tool kit might vary slightly, but generally it is used as 
follows: 

(1) The case serves as a container for the components 
and as a handle for the cleaning rod. Remove the cleaning rod 
by disengaging its head from the front-sight base and pulling it 
out of the weapon. Insert the threaded end through the empty 
case- -into the largest hole first and out through the hole diag­
onally opposite and straighten the rod so that its head rests 
against the inner wall of the case. Slip the case cap over the 
rod, and screw either the brush or the patch holder onto the 
rod. Slip the cap onto the muzzle nut and turn it slightly to 
lock it in place. Depress the muzzle-nut lock plunger to un­
lock the case cap to remove it. 

(2) The combined drift, screwdriver, and wrench has 
several uses: To adjust the front sight, mate the screwdriver 
blade to the slot near the end of the case, slip the wrench over 
the front-sight post, and turn as necessary. Unscrew the post 
in order to move the strike of the bullet downwards. To use 
the screwdriver. reverse the combination tool, but place it in 
the center oval holes, with the wrench end engaged in the 
smaller hole. 

c. The bayonet (fig. 35) is affixed by positioning its loops 
in front of the muzzle nut and the gas cylinder body and sliding 
the bayonet to the rear until the bayonet catch engages with the 
muzzle nut. The bayonet is removed by pulling the catch -lo­
cated behind the hilt- -away from the handle and sliding the 
bayonet forward and off. (Note: The AK-47 bayonet. the AKM 
bayonet, and the Czechoslovak M58 bayonet are not inter­
changeable). 

d. The sling (either of fabric or of leather) is attached by 
looping it through the lower sling swivel and hooking the snap 
onto the upper swivel. 

e. The blank-firing device is installed by pressing in the 
muzzle-nut locking plunger (fig. 27), unscrewing the muzzle 
nut, and replacing it with the device. It is removed in the 
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Figure 35. AK-47 bayoflet and scabbard. 

same way as is the muzzle nut. (Caution: Do not fire any 
bulleted ammunition when the blank-firing device is in place, 
and do not use the cap of the combination tool kit as a blan­
firing device. ) 

f. The night- device is attached by snapping it on 
over the sights (fig. 36). It can be swung out of the way in 
order to use conventional sights in the daytime. To use, 
superimpose the luminous dots on each other and on the tar­
get, aim, and fire. 

Figure 36. AK-47 assault rifle v·ith night-sighting device. 
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g. There are a variety of magazine carriers; figure 37 
illustrates a typical one. It holds three magazines and a com 
bination tool kit. 

TOOL KIT 

Figure 37. AK-47 magazine carrier. 
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h. A standard Soviet-pattern 2-compartment oil-and­
cleaning-solvent container is used to carry a supply of lubri­
cating oil and bore-cleaning solvent. This container is placed 
in a small pouch carried separately from the weapon. 

B. THE 7. 62 -MM MODERNIZED KALASHNIKOV 
ASSAULT RIFLE (AKM) 

58. GENERAL 

a. The modernized Kalashnikov assault rifle (fig. 38), 
while basically similar to the AK-47, has a number of fea­
tures which differ from the earlier weapon. The major change 
is in the receiver, a stamped component in the AKM, but a 
forged-and-machined component in the AK-47. The two weap­
ons are mechanically identical except that the AKM has a 
cyclic rate reducer in its trigger mechanism. The AKM can 
be recognized by its sheet metal receiver with a small maga­
zine guide dimple pressed into each side, by the grasping 
rails on the forestock, by the ribbed receiver cover, by the 
presence of a bayonet lug, and by the absence of vent holes in 
the gas tube. 

Figure 38. 7.62-mm modernized Kalashnikov 
assoult rifle (AKM). 

b. The AKM is produced in two versions, one with a con­
ventional fixed wooden butt and one with an AK-47 folding metal 
stock. The AKM is used by the Soviet, East German, Cuban, 
and Hungarian Armies. The East Germans refer to their 
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weapon as the MPiKM; the Hungarian nomenclature is not 
known. All AKM' s fire the 7.62 x 39-mm M 1943 cartridge 
(sec. VI). 

59. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the modernized Kalashnikov a~sault 
rifle w ill be found in table V. 

60. OPERATION 

The AKM is operated in the same manner as for the AK-47 
assault rifle (par. 54). 

61. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

Disassembly and assembly of the AKM is accomplished in ex­
actly the same way as for the AK-47 assault rifle (par. 55). 

62. FUNCTIONING 

The AKM's functioning is identical to that of the AK-47 (par. 
56) except that the AKM has a cyclic rate reducer. This unit 
lies alongside the trigger and the semiautomatic sear and re­
places one of the twin lugs on the trigger. The cyclic rate re­
ducer functions by momentarily holding the hammer in the 
cocked position after the automatic sear has disengaged. The 
hammer has to overcome the inertia of the heavy rate reducer 
before it is released; this causes a slight delay, with a result­
ant decrease in the automatic rate of fire. 

63. ACCESSORIES 

The AKM has the same accessories as does the AK-47 (par. 
57), except that the bayonet differs. The AKM bayonet is 
affixed by sliding its loop over the muzzle nut and, at the same 
time, its groove over the bayonet lug. It is removed by de­
pressing the catch and sliding it forward, off the rifle. The 
AKM bayonet can be used as a wire cutter by mating the slot 
in its blade with the lug on the scabbard. 
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C. THE 7. 62-MM VZOR 58 ASSAULT RIFLE 
(Vz 58P or Vz 58V) 

64. GENERAL 

a. The Czechoslovak-designed-and-produced Vz 58 assault 
rifle, a gas-operated, selective-fire, box-magazine-fed weapon, 
is the standard shoulder arm of the Czechoslovak Army. Two 
versions of this rifle exist, the Vz 58P (fig. 39), with a con­
ventional fixed buttstock, and the Vz 58V (fig. 40), with a fold­
ing metal buttstock. Early production weapons had wooden 
forearms, pistol grips, and, in the case of the Vz 58P, butt­
stocks; however, current production weapons have these com­
ponents fabricated from a wood-fiber-filled plastic material. 

OPERA TI NG HANDLE 

Figure 39. 7.62-mm Vzor 58P (Vz 58P) assault rifle. 

b. The Vzor 58 rifles superficially resemble the Soviet 
AK-47; however, the two weapons are mechanically different. 
The Vz 58 has a swinging-wedge breechlock and a plunger-type 
hammer; the AK-47 has a rotary bolt and a swinging hammer. 
All 7.62 x 39-mm cartridges manufactured in Eurasian Com­
munist countries can be fired in the Vz 58, but, if possible, 
Czechoslovak-manufactured cartridges should be used. See 
section VI for information concerning ammunition used with 
this rifle. 
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Figure 40. 7.62-mm Vzor 58V (Vz 58V) assault rifle. 

65. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the Vz 58 assault rifle will be found 
in table V. 

66. OPERATION 

To operate the Vz 58 assault rifle: 

a. Load the magazine, using IO-round SKS stripper clips 
(par. 72a). With an empty magazine in the weapon, fully re­
tract the operating handle (fig. 39) and release it. The bolt 
mechanism will be held open. Place a stripper clip into the 
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clip guides formed at the top front of the bolt carrier and, with 
the thumb as close as possible to the base of the top cartridge, 
press the cartridges off the clip and into the magazine. Re­
move the empty stripper clip and repeat until 30 rounds have 
been loaded. If SKS stripper clips are not available, load the 
magazine as for the AK-47 (par. 54a) and, after loading, en­
gage the T-Iug on the front of the magazine with its recess in 
the magazine opening of the receiver. Then swing the maga­
zine rearward until the magazine catch snaps into place. 
Furthermore, individual cartridges can be pressed into the 
magazine one at a time with the magazine in place in the re 
ceiver. 

b. Pull the operating handle fully to the rear and release 
it. Caution: The rifle is now ready to fire! 

c. Unless the rifle is to be fired immediately, put it on 
safe by rotating the selector (fig. 39) to the vertical position. 
This locks only the trigger; the bolt can be opened if necessary. 

d. If the rifle is a Vz 58V, the best firing results are ob­
tained by using the stock to brace the rifle. Press up the 
stock latch (fig. 40) at the rear of the receiver and swing the 
stock sideways until it locks in its extended position. The 
stock is folded by pressing in the stock latch and swinging the 
stock forward. 

e. Set the rear sight for the desired range by depressing 
the slide catch (fig. 40) and moving the sight bar along the leaf 
until the front edge of the bar is alined with the line below the 
number that corresponds with the range in hundreds of meters. 
The "u" symbol on the sight leaf is a .l?attle-sight setting used 
in combat for shooting at ranges up to 300 meters. 

f. The front sight is adjustable for zero. Refer to para­
graph 57b(2) for the procedure to be followed. 

g. To fire, rotate the selector forward to "30" for full­
automatic fire or rearward to "1" for semiautomatic fire; 
then aim- -using a normal sight picture -and press the trigger. 
The bolt will remain open after the last round has been fired. 
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h. Remove the magazine by pressing the magazine catch 
(fig. 39) toward the magazine; then swing the magazine forward 
and out of the receiver. 

i. To clear the Vz 58, set the safety to its vertical (safe) 
position, remove the magazine, and pull the operating handle 
fully to the rear. Press up on the bolt stop (fig. 40) located at 
the right front of the trigger guard and release the operating 
handle. The bolt will remain open. Inspect the receiver and 
chamber to insure that no cartridges are present, then pull the 
operating handle to the rear and release it. Rotate the selec­
tor to "30" or "1, " press the trigger, and then rotate the safety 
to its vertical (safe) position. Insert the magazine. 

67. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the weapon (par. 66i), but do not insert the mag­
azine or put the weapon on safe. If the weapon is a Vz 58V, 
extend the stock. 

b. Pull the receiver cover pin, located at the top rear of 
the receiver (fig. 41), to the right as far as possible. Press 
the receiver cover slightly forward and lift up its rear end. 
Ease the receiver cover rearward and remove it along with 
the hammer and the driving springs. 

HAMMER BOLT CAlIRIER 

••• It:!::::-:= ~ /""OC"" "" 
RECEIVER COVER a .. " _____ ", 

Figure 41. Vzor 58V assault rifle, field-stripped. 

c. Pull the operating handle fully rearward. Then, with 
an upward motion, rotate the bolt carrier and the bolt from 
the receiver. Caution: The bolt and lock (fig. 41) might fall 
free from the If the bolt and lock do not fall free, 
pull the hammer (fig. 41) to the rear and lift off the bolt and 
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lock. The hammer can be removed by moving it forward 
about one-fourth of an inch from its rearmost position; then 
rotate it counterclockwise and withdraw it from the bolt car 
rier. 

d. Pull the handguard pin (fig. 41) (located at the front of 
the rear-sight base) to the right as far as possible and lift off 
the handguard. Grasp the shaft of the gas piston and force it 
rearward against its spring; when the piston head is clear of 
the gas cylinder, tilt the piston up and remove it. Pull the 
piston return spring from the rear-sight base. 

e. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

f. To reassemble, place the piston return spring into the 
rear-sight base, and insert the small end of the piston into the 
spring. Force the piston to the rear until its head can be in 
serted into the gas cylinder. Slip the claws at the front of the 
handguard under the lugs on the gas cylinder, drop the rear of 
the handguard into place, and insert the handguard pin. 

g. Insert the hammer into the bolt carrier while applying 
a clockwise twist to the hammer. After it enters the carrier, 
it will rotate to its engaged position; when this happens, pull 
the hammer out as far as possible. 

h. Attach the lock to the bolt and place the bolt and lock 
into the bolt carrier, extractor up and forward. Slide the bolt 
forward in the carrier by pushing the hammer in as far as 
possible. 

i. Place the bolt carrier into the receiver by alining the 
rails on the lower sides of the carrier with the cutout portions 
at the rear of the receiver; then press the carrier down into 
place. (Note: The bolt must be fully forward in the carrier 
before this can be done.) Slide the bolt carrier forward in 
the receiver. 

j. Apply finger pressure on the hammer, pull the trigger, 
and press the hammer forward. 
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k. Attach the receiver cover by inserting the driving 
spring into the large hole in the bolt carrier and inserting 
the smaller diameter hammer spring into the hammer; then 
slide the cover forward. Apply a forward and downward pres­
sure on the triangular plate on the rear of the cover until the 
cover snaps into the receiver. (Note: Be sure that the inward 
curved lower edge of the cover is mated with the undercuts at 
the lower sides of the bolt carrier.) Reseat the receiver 
cover pin, place the weapon on safe, and insert the magazine. 

68. FUNCTIONING 

a. The Vzor 58 assault rifle is gas operated. When the 
Vz 58 is loaded and cocked, pressure on the trigger releases 
the hammer, which impacts against the firing pin, firing the 
rifle. The propellant gases drive the bullet through the barrel, 
and, after the bullet passes the gas port, some of the gases 
are tapped off and directed against the piston. 

b. The propellant gases drive the piston rearward against 
the bolt carrier, forcing the carrier to the rear and compres­
sing the driving and hammer springs. The hammer, because 
its head rests against the rear of the bolt carrier, moves to 
the rear away from the firing pin. The piston is returned 
forward by its return spring. The bolt carrier continues rear­
ward and, after five eighths of an inch of free travel, a cam 
on the inside top of the carrier contacts the bolt 'lock and lifts 
it up, out of engagement with the locking recesses in the re­
ceiver. After the lock is fully disengaged, the bolt moves 
rearward with the bolt carrier, and the extractor withdraws 
the empty cartridge case from the chamber. The case is held 
to the bolt until the case strikes the fixed ejector in the re­
ceiver, at which time the case pivots around the extractor and 
is expelled. The rear end of the bolt carrier strikes the inner 
rear wall of the receiver and terminates the rearward move­
ment. 

c. The driving and hammer springs expand and force the 
bolt carrier forward; the bolt, moving with the bolt carrier, 
drives the top cartridge out of the magazine and into the cham­
ber. The hammer is caught by the automatic sear. When the 
cartridge is fully seated in the chamber, the extractor snaps 
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into the groove in the cartridge case and bolt's forward motion 
ceases. The bolt carrier continues forward, and a transverse 
rib in the inner top of the carrier forces the bolt lock down 
into its locked position. The bolt carrier trips the automatic 
sear and releases the hammer just before the carrier is stop­
ped by the front of the receiver. 

d. The Vz 58 has an extremely simple trigger mechanism 
consisting of a right-hand automatic sear with a sear trip, a 
trigger, and trigger bar, a left-hand semiautomatic sear, and 
a disconnector. A rotary selector controls the engagement of 
either the disconnector or the trigger bar with the semiauto­
matic sear. 

e. When the selector is placed at its full-automatic posi­
tion, the shaft of the selector depresses the disconnector out 
of engagement with the semiautomatic sear and allows the 
trigger bar to rise to engage the semiautomatic sear. The 
bolt carrier has tripped the automatic sear, and the hammer is 
held by the semiautomatic sear. As the trigger is pressed, 
the trigger bar moves forward and rotates the semiautomatic 
sear, which releases the hammer to fire the weapon. As the 
bolt carrier recoils, it releases the sear trip; this allows the 
automatic sear to rise. During the counterrecoil stroke of 
the bolt carrier, the hammer is caught by the raised automatic 
sear and is held until the bolt carrier completes its stroke and 
depresses the sear trip and automatic sear. This releases the 
hammer to fire another shot. This action continues until the 
trigger is released and allows the semiautomatic sear to rise 
and intercept the hammer. 

f. When the selector is rotated to the semiautomatic posi­
tion, the trigger bar is depressed and cannot engage the semi­
automatic sear, but the disconnector rises so that it can engage. 
The firing cycle commences, but as the bolt carrier recoils, 
it depresses the disconnector to release the semiautomatic 
sear, which rises to catch the hammer. As the bolt carrier 
counterrecoils and trips the automatic sear, the hammer 
moves only a short distance and then is caught by the raised 
semiautomatic sear. To fire another round, the trigger is 
released and the disconnector moves rearward and upward 
into engagement with the semiautomatic sear. Pressing the 
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trigger will now depress the semiautomatic sear and fire one 
more shot. 

g. When the selector is rotated to the safe position, both 
the disconnector and the trigger bar are depressed so that they 
cannot engage the semiautomatic sear. Thus the hammer can­
not be released to fire. 

h. When the magazine is empty, a projection on the right 
rear of the magazine platform contacts the bolt catch and 
forces it up to intercept the bolt carrier when it counterre­
coils. The bolt catch can also be actuated by finger pressure 
on its head. A weak spring holds the bolt catch depressed. 

69. ACCESSORIES 

a. The Vz 58 assault rifles do not have a combination tool 
kit; however, the following accessories are available: 

(1) Sling. 

(2) Bayonet and scabbard. 

(3) Flash hider. 

(4) Bipod. 

(5) Sectional cleaning rod w /brush and patch holder. 

(6) Oil bottle. 

(7) Magazine carrier. 

(8) Front-sight wrench. 

b. The fabric sling is attached by looping it through the 
lower sling swivel and passing the leather end through the 
upper swivel loop and securing it with its button. 

c. The bayonet is attached by sliding it onto the dovetail 
under the front-sight base until the bayonet catch locks into 
place. The bayonet is removed by pressing its catch and 
sliding it rearward off the rifle. 
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d. The flash hider (fig. 42) is installed by removing the 
muzzle nut (press in on its locking plunger and unscrew) and 
then screwing the flash hider on in its place. The locking 
plunger has to be depressed to allow the flash hider to be fully 
seated. Remove the flash hider by unscrewing it after de­
pressing the locking plunger. The muzzle nut should then be 
replaced. 

Figure 42. Vzor 58P assault rifle with flash hider and bipod. 

e. The bipod (fig. 42) is installed on the front-sight base. 
Fold the legs forward on their base until the locking plunger 
retracts into the base; then slide the base onto the bayonet 
mount. Rotate the legs downward for use, or rearward, be­
neath the forearm, for carrying. Remove the bipod by fold­
ing the legs forward and sliding the bipod off the front sight 
base. The bayonet cannot be attached when the bipod is installed. 
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f. The sectional cleaning rod is screwed together for use 
with either the brush or the cleaning patch holder. The 
grooved end of the rod is inserted into the cap of the oil bottle 
and is held in place with the handle of the front-sight wrench. 

g. The heavy steel oil bottle has a screw cap with an oil 
ing brush attached. This bottle also serves as the cleaning 
rod handle. 

h. The front-sight wrench is used to adjust the front sight 
for elevation zero. Refer to paragraph 57b(2) for the proce­
dure to be followed. The handle of the wrench is used as a 
punch when disassembling the rifle, and also for locking the 
cleaning rod to the oil bottle. 

i. A fabric, 3-pocket magazine carrier is used. Clean­
ing material can also be carried in the carrier. 

D. MAINTENANCE OF ASSAULT RIFLES 

The procedures and materials prescribed for cleaning stand­
ard U. S. Army rifles also apply to Eurasian Communist 
assault rifles. These weapons should be disassembled only 
to the extent necessary for adequate cleaning, in order to pre 
vent breakage and subsequent loss of use. No repairs should 
be attempted on foreign assault rifles other than replacement 
of parts, and this should be done only by a competent armorer. 

E. MALFl'NCTIONS AND STOPPAGES 

Eurasian Communist assault rifles are extremely rugged 
weapons. Table VI lists the most common malfunctions and 
their remedies. 
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Table V. Assault Rifle Technical Datal 

Weapon Kalashnikov 
Modernized 

Vzor 58 Kalashnikov 

Short name AK-47 AKM Vz 58P2 

Caliber (rom) 7.62 7.B2 7.62 

Length (in) 34.2 34.5 33.2 

Weight, empty Ub) 9.48 6.93 6.9 

Barrel length (in) 16. 3 16.3 15.8 

Magazine capacity (I'd) 30 30 30 

Operation Gas Gas Gas 

Locking feature Rotating bolt Swinging wedge 

Fire-type Selective Selective Selective 

Muzzle velocity (ml sec) 710 715 700 

Practical range, semiauto-
matic (m) 400 400 400 

Practical range, full-
automatic (m) 300 300 300 

Rate of fire, semiautomatic (rpm) 40 40 40 

Rate of fire, fuH-automatic (rpm) 100 100 80 to 100 

Rate of fire, cyclic (rpm) BOO 600 820 

1 Data, unless otherwise stated, apply to both wooden- and folding-slock versions. 

2 Folding-stock version is M58V; all other data are identical 
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Table VI. Assault Rifle Malfunctions 

Condition Cause Remedy 

Fails to fire (cartridge 
in chamber) Defective cartridge Reload 

Bolt not fully Clean and 
locked lubricate 

Fails to fire (no car-
tridge in chamber) Defective magazine Replace 

magazine 

Fails to extract or 
eject Fouled weapon Clean and 

lubricate 

Malfunctions caused by broken or worn parts can be corrected 
by replacing the defective part with a serviceable one. This 
should be done only by a competent armorer, and the repaired 
weapon must then be function test fired. 

Section IV. RIFLES 

A. THE 7. 62-MM SIMONOV SEMIAUTOMATIC 
CARBINE (SKS) 

70. GENERAL 

a. The Soviet-designed Simonov semiautomatic carbine 
(fig. 43), a gas-operated, integral box-magazine-fed weapon, 
now obsolete in the Soviet Army, is used by most of the other 
Eurasian Communist countries. This weapon has been manu­
factured in East Germany as the Karabiner S (fig. 44), in 
Communist China as the Type 56 semiautomatic carbine, and 
in North Korea as the Type 63 carbine. The country of origin 
can be determined by the markings. The Soviet and East 
German weapons usually carry the year of manufacture and 
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the serial number on the front left of the receiver; the ChiCom 

weapons have the symbol :Ji nJi:: (Type 56) located there, 

while the North Korean weapons have a "63" symbol stamped 
into the receiver cover. The East German version has a hole 
through the stock for attaching the lower end of the sling; the 
others all have swivels. 

b. All SKS-type rifles fire the 7.62 x 39-mm M1943 car­
tridge; however, if at all possible, cartridges produced by 
the same country that produced the rifle should be used. Re 
fer to section VI for information concerning 7. 62 -mm M1943 
ammunition. 

71. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the SKS carbine will be found in 
table VII. 

72. OPERATION 

a. Grasp the operating handle (fig. 43) and pull it fully to 
the rear and release. If the magazine is empty, the bolt will 
remain open. Insert a stripper clip into the clip guides at 
the top front of the bolt carrier and, with the thumb as close 
as possible to the base of the top cartridge, press the car 
tridges off the clip and into the magazine (fig. 45). Remove 
the empty clip. If clipped ammunition is not available, indi­
vidual cartridges can be placed on top of the magazine and 
pressed down into the magazine until it is full. Pull the op­
erating handle rearward and release; the bolt will run forward 
and chamber a cartridge. Caution: The rifle is now ready to 
fire! 

b. If the rifle is not to be fired immediately, apply the 
safety (fig. 43) by rotating it forward and upward. 
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Figure 43. 7. 62-mm Simonov semiautomatic carbine (SKS). 
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Figure 44. East German Karabiner-S. 
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c. Set the rear sight for the desired range by depressing 
the slide catch (fig. 43) and moving the sight bar along the 
leaf until the front edge of the bar is alined with the line below 
the number that corresponds with the range in hundreds of 
meters. The first character on the sight leaf is a battle-sight 
setting used in combat for shooting at ranges up to 300 meters. 

d. The front sight is adjustable for zero. Refer to para­
graph 57b(2) for the procedure to be followed. 

e. To fire, rotate the safety rearward until it is parallel 
to the trigger; then aim- -using a normal sight picture -and 
press the trigger. The SKS will fire one shot and reload it­
self; when the last round has been fired, the bolt will remain 
open. 

f. To unload or clear the SKS, apply the safety, then pull 
back the magazine catch and allow the magazine to swing open. 
Remove all cartridges and close the magazine. Grasp the op­
erating handle, pull it fully rearward to eject any cartridge 
that might have been in the chamber, and release the handle; 
the bolt will remain open. Inspect to insure that no cartridges 
remain in the magazine, barrel, Or receiver. Close the bolt 
either by opening the magazine again and pulling rearward on 
the operating handle and releasing it, or by pressing the mag­
azine platform down slightly and pulling the operating handle 
rearward and releasing it. Move the safety to the ready posi­
tion, press the trigger, and apply the safety. 

g. The SKS bayonet is affixed by forcing the hilt to the 
rear (against spring pressure) and swinging the bayonet for­
ward until it locks to the muzzle. This action is reversed to 
fold the bayonet in its stowed position. 

73. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the weapon (par. 72f). 

b. Press in on the cover in the buttplate until the combi­
nation tool case is ejected. Unlock the bayonet, let it hang 
vertically, and, after disengaging the head of the cleaning rod 
from the front-sight base, pull the cleaning rod out of the 
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rifle. (Note: The East German Karabiner-S does not have a 
combination tool case in the butt, nor does it have a cleaning 
rod; these are carried separately. ) 

c. Rotate the receiver cover pin (fig. 44) to a vertical 
position and pull it out as far as possible. (Note: It might be \. 
necessary to pry the receiver cover pin handle away from the 
receiver before it can be rotated.) Remove the receiver cover '" 
to the rear and pull the driving-spring assembly out of the bolt 
carrier. 

d. Open the magazine by pulling the magazine catch to the 
rear, then pull the operating handle fully rearward, and lift 
the bolt carrier and bolt out of the receiver. Separate the bolt 
from the bolt carrier. 

e. Rotate the gas cylinder tube lock (fig. 44) to its upper­
most position and lift the rear of the handguard to remove the 
gas cylinder tube and the gas piston. The tube can be inverted, 
and the piston will slide out. 

f. If necessary, the trigger group can be removed by de­
pressing the catch located at the outer top rear of the trigger 
guard and by pulling the trigger group down and out of the 
rifle. The safety must be in the safe position before the catch 
can be depressed. 

g. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

h. To reassemble, invert the rifle and engage the pins at 
the front of the trigger group with the notches behind the mag­
azine box. Swing the trigger group into position in the stock 
and seat it by a blow of the hand on the loop of the trigger 
guard. Move the safety to the fire position to insure that the 
catch is fully engaged. 

i. Slide the gas piston, small end first, into the gas cyl­
inder tube; fit the lar ge end of the tube over the gas cylinder 
(fig. 44). Swing the rear end of the gas cylinder tube into the 
rear-sight base and turn the gas cylinder lock downward. 
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j. Place the bolt into the receiver, with the extractor to 
the right front, and position the bolt about three-eighths of an 
inch from the inner rear wall of the receiver. Lay the bolt 
carrier on the bolt and, while pressing down on the carrier, 
move it slightly back and forth until it mates with the bolt. 
Slide the bolt and bolt carrier fully forward in the receiver. 
Insert the driving-spring assembly, stepped end first, into the 
bolt carrier. 

k. Insure that the receiver cover pin is pulled fully out to 
the right, then slide the receiver cover into place from the 
rear. Secure it with the receiver cover pin and rotate the pin 
down tothe locked position. Close the magazine, and replace 
the cleaning rod and the combination tool case. 

74. FUNCTIONING 

a. The SKS semiautomatic carbine is gas operated. After 
the SKS has been loaded, pressure on the trigger releases the 
hammer, which impacts against the firing pin, firing the rifle. 
The propellant gases drive the bullet through the barrel and, 
after the bullet passes the gas port, some of the gases are 
tapped off and directed against the piston head. 

b. The propellant gases drive the piston rearward against 
the bolt carrier, forcing the carrier and the hammer rearward 
and compressing the driving and hammer springs. After the 
bolt carrier moves rearward about one-fourth of an inch, a 
cam on the inner top of the bolt carrier contacts a projection 
on the top rear of the bolt and lifts the rear of the bolt up and 
out of its seat in the receiver. The automatic safety, which 
has been held down by the bolt, now rises. The bolt and bolt 
carrier now travel rearward as a unit, while the piston is re 
turned forward by its spring. The extractor withdraws the 
fired cartridge case from the chamber and holds it to the bolt 
until the case strik!,!s the fixed ejector and is expelled. The 
rear end of the bolt carrier strikes the inner wall of the re­
ceiver, and all rearward movement then terminates. 

c. The driving spring expands and forces the bolt and bolt 
carrier forward; the bolt drives the top round out of the maga­
zine and into the chamber. When the cartridge is fully seated 

85 



FSTC-CS-07 -35-66 

in the chamber, the extractor snaps into the groove of the car­
tridge, and forward movement of the bolt ceases. The bolt 
carrier still has a short distance to travel and, as it does, it 
cams the rear of the bolt down into its seat in the receiver; 
the bolt, as it seats, forces the automatic safety down. All 
forward movement terminates when the bolt carrier strikes 
the receiver. 

d. The SKS has a complicated trigger mechanism. The 
hammer is cocked by the recoiling bolt and is held cocked by 
a sliding sear. The sear is disengaged from the hammer by 
a spring-loaded trigger bar pivoted to the top of the trigger. 
The vertical alinement of the trigger bar is controlled by the 
automatic sear; the automatic sear, when depressed by the 
locking of the bolt, presses down on the trigger bar and thus 
alines the trigger bar and sear. Pressure on the trigger will 
force the trigger bar to move forward and disengage the sear 
from the hammer. The hammer swings forward to fire the 
rifle, and, as it does, a cam on the bottom of the hammer de­
presses the automatic sear, which in turn depresses the trig­
ger bar below the sear. The sear spring forces the sear back 
against the hammer. 

e. When the hammer is rocked back by the bolt, it strikes 
the disconnector and depresses it. The disconnector insures 
that the contact between the trigger bar and the sear is broken 
by depressing the trigger bar. When the bolt counterrecoils, 
the hammer moves forward slightly, off the disconnector, 
which rises and allow s the trigger bar to rise against the bot 
tom of the sear (the automatic sear having risen to its highest 
point). When the trigger is released, the trigger bar moves 
rearward until it is clear of the sear, then it springs up (if 
the bolt is locked) against the automatic sear, and the rifle is 
ready for another shot. 

f. The automatic sear prevents the rifle from firing if 
the bolt is not fully locked. It does this in two ways; first, by 
its control of the position of the trigger bar, and second, by a 
notch in the automatic sear, which intercepts the sear notch 
of the hammer if the automatic sear is not fully depressed, as 
the case would be if the bolt were not fully locked. 
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g. The saiety, when rotated up to the safe position, places 
a block behind the trigger, preventing the trigger from being 
pressed. 

h. The bolt catch is normally held depressed by a light 
spring. When the last round is fed from the magazine, a nib 
on the magazine platform contacts the catch and forces it up­
ward. As the recoiling bolt passes the catch, the catch pro­
trudes into the bolt path, holding the bolt open. 

75. ACCESSORIES 

a. The following accessories are available for use with 
the SKS semiautomatic carbine: 

(1) Combination tool kit. 

(2) Sling. 

(3) Charger clips. 

(4) Standard Soviet-pattern 2-compartment oil-and 
cleaning- sol vent container. 

b. The combination tool kit, except for its cap, is similar 
in appearance and use to the kit for the AK 47 assault rifle. 
When used as a cleaning-rod guide, the cap is twisted into en­
gagement with the front sight base. See paragraph 57b(1) for 
instructions on the use of this kit. 

c. The SKS uses the same sling as does the AK-47. 

d. The stripper clips are used to charge the rifle I s maga 
zine. Each holds 10 cartridge s. 

e. The SKS uses the same oil-and-cleaning-solvent can 
tainer as does the AK-47. 
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B. THE 7.62 -MM VZOR 52 (Vz 52) AND VZOR 52/57 
(Vz 52/57) SEMIAUTOMATIC RIFLES 

76. GENERAL 

a. The Czechoslovak-designed-and-produced Vzor 52 and 
Vzor 52/57 semiautomatic rifles (fig. 46) are gas-operated, 
box-magazine-fed shoulder weapons and are equipped with 
permanently attached folding bayonets. The Vz 52 and Vz 52/ 
57 rifles are obsolete in the Czechoslovak Army; however, 
large quantities of both weapons have been supplied to several 
Communist alined nations. 

SLIDE CATCHES 

Figure 46. 7. 62-mm Vzor 52 or Vzor 52/57 semiautomatic rifle. 

b. The two rifles are almost identical in outward appear­
ance; the Vz 52 is unmarked, while the Vz 52/57 bears the 
imprint "Vz 52/57" on the right front of the receiver. The 
main differences between the two rifles are those required by 
the different cartridges used; the Vz 52 fires the Czechoslovak 

88 



FSTC-CS-07 35-66 

7.62 x 45-mm M1952 cartridge, the Vz 52/57 fires the 
7. 62 x 39 -mm M1943 cartridge. If possible, Czechoslovak­
manufactured ammunition should be used; however, any 
Communist-produced cartridges will suffice. Refer to section 
VI for informatlon on the ammunition used with these rifles. 

77. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 semiauto­
matic rifles will be found in table VII. 

78. OPERATION 

a. The Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 are identical in operation. 
These rifles can be loaded by anyone of three different meth­
ods. In any case, the bolt must be drawn fully rearward by 
the operating handle (fig. 46) until the bolt is caught to the 
rear by the bolt catch; an empty magazine must be in place in 
the rifle to actuate the bolt catch. The three methods of load­
ing are: 

(1) Insert a 5-round stripper clip into the clip guides 
machined into the front of the bolt carrier; then, using thumb 
pressure, press the cartridges from the clip into the maga­
zine. 

(2) If clipped ammunition is not available, place indi­
vidual cartridges in thE: magazine opening and press them into 
the magazine. 

(3) If spare loaded magazines are available, press the 
magazine catch toward the magazine and, with a forward 
rotary motion, swing the empty magazine out of the rifle. 
Hold the loaded magazine slightly canted forward and mate the 
groove across its top front edge with the lip in the magazine 
well. Swing the magazine rearward until the magazine catch 
snaps into place. 

b. Pull the operating handle rearward and release it; the 
bolt will go forward and load the first cartridge. Caution: 
The rifle is now ready to fire! 
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c. If the Vz 52 is not to be fired immediately, apply the 
safety (fig. 46) by moving it rearward. 

d. Set the rear sight for the desired range by pressing 
the slide catches (fig. 46) and moving the sight bar along the 
leaf until the front edge of the bar is alined with the line be­
low the number that corresponds with the range in hundreds 
of meters. The Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 rifles have no battle­
sight setting. 

e. The front sight is adjustable for windage zero only; it 
can be tapped from side to side. 

f. To fire, press the safety forward; then aim- -using 
normal sight picture--and press the trigger. The Vz 52 will 
fire one shot and reload itself; when the last round has been 
fired, the bolt will remain open. 

g. To unload or clear the Vz 52, first remove the maga­
zine, then draw the operating handle fully rearward. While 
holding the bolt open with the operating handle, inspect to in­
sure that no cartridges remain in the receiver or chamber. 
Release the operating handle, press the trigger, and insert 
the magazine. 

h. The Vz 52 bayonet is affixed by pressing on the bayonet 
catch (located at the left front end of the stock), and swinging 
the bayonet forward until it locks into place. The bayonet is 
folded back by again pressing on the bayonet catch and swing­
ing the bayonet rearward until it locks into place. 

79. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the weapon (par. 78g), but do not replace the 
magazine. Set the safety on safe by pressing it to the rear. 

b. Force the receiver cover (fig. 47) forward as far as 
possible; press in on the plunger protruding from the rear of 
the cover and lift the cover straight up and off the receiver. 
Ease the plunger and the driving spring to the rear and up­
ward, and remove them. Caution: Keep the strong driving 
spring under control. 
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c. Use the operating handle to pull the bolt carrier to the 
rear; at the same time firmly pull the handle to the right. 
This will cause the bolt carrier to slip into the disassembly 
notch as it moves rearward; when this happens, press down on 
the operating handle, and the bolt carrier will disengage from 
the receiver. Lift the bolt carrier away from the receiver. 

IiANDGUARD 
I BOLT CARRIER RECEIVER COVER 

CONNECTOR -...... JJ.. ~ DRIVING SPRING 

1III' ....... ~,.&e .. ~~"' ...... ~~ ~ ~ '\ a 5 f~, 
GAS<'YI.INDER ~ ACTUA TOR BOLT 

~ 
PLUNGER 

SLEM 

Figure 47. Vzor 52 semiautomatic rifle I field-stripped. 

d. Push the bolt rearward in the carrier; pull down on the 
front end of the bolt and, when the bolt has disengaged, pull it' 
forward out of the carrier. 

e. Press in on the clips (fig. 46) in front of the rear sight 
and lift the hand guard off the rifle. 

f. Pull the rear end of the trigger guard to the rear to 
unlock it, then swing it forward. Slide the trigger group for 
ward into the magazine opening and remove it. 

g. Use a punch or the point of a bullet to press in on the 
plunger underneath the hole in the bayonet (fig. 46) then slide 
the barrel band (fig. 46) forward. Lift the muzzle end of the 
barrel away from the stock and separate the stock from the 
rifle. 

h. Hold the gas-cylinder sleeve (fig. 47) in place and 
force the connector (fig. 47) as far to the rear as possible 
until it can be lifted away from the gas-cylinder sleeve. 
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Pull the connector forward out of the actuator (fig. 47). The 
gas-cylinder sleeve can be moved to the rear for cleaning. 

i. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

j. To reassemble, first insure that the actuator is in 
place with its semicircular cut facing upward. It should be 
possible to push the actuator in, flush with the front of the 
receiver. Slide the gas-cylinder sleeve forward. Insert one 
end of the connector into the actuator and force both parts 
rearward until the connector can be placed onto the gas 
cylinder sleeve. If necessary, rotate the connector slightly 
to insure that it is mated into the two slots in the bottom of 
the actuator. 

k. Aline the recess at the lower rear end of the receiver 
with the recoil lug on the stock, then lower the barrel into the 
stock. Start the barrel band into its seat in the stock tip, 
press in on the plunger, and fully seat the barrel band. In 
sert the lip at the front of the handguard into the barrel band 
and press the rear of the handguard down until it snaps into 
place. 

1. Place the trigger group into the magazine opening and, 
with a rearward twisting motion, aline the trigger housing 
lugs with their slots in the receiver. Slide the trigger housing 
to the rear and close the trigger guard. 

m. Insert the round end of the bolt into the loop in the bolt 
carrier and push the bolt as far as possible to the rear. Press 
the front end of the bolt into the carrier; at the same time, 
push the bolt forward until it snaps into the bolt carrier, and 
the extractor is flush with the front of the bolt carrier. 

n. Tilt the bolt carrier so that the operating handle tilts 
downward and insert the bottom right rail of the bolt carrier 
into its groove in the receiver. Press down on the carrier 
and move it forward or rearward until its left side seats into 
the receiver, then slide the carrier fully forward. 

o. Insert the driving spring into the bolt carrier and then 
insert the plunger into the spring. Force the plunger forward 
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until it can be inserted into the upper hole in the rear wall of 
the receiver. 

p. Place the receiver cover on the receiver, with the 
rear of the cover resting on the plunger. Press the plunger 
forward until the cover drops over it; then force the cover 
forward until it seats into its tracks in the receiver. Ease 
the cover to the rear. Insert the magazine. 

80. FUNCTIONING 

a. The Vzor 52 and Vzor 52/57 rifles are identical in 
their functioning. The rifles are gas operated; however, they 
employ an unusual concentric gas cylinder which surrounds 
the barrel. The gas mechanism is composed of a bearing 
mounted on the barrel, with a gas port drilled through it into 
the barrel. A sliding gas-cylinder sleeve is positioned over 
hte bearing and is connected to the actuator by means of a 
sheet steel connector (fig. 47). 

b. When the rifle is loaded and cocked, pressure on the 
trigger releases the hammer, which impacts against the firing 
pin, firing the rifle. The propellant gases drive the bullet 
through the barrel, and, after the bullet passes the gas port, 
some of the gases are tapped off and expand between the rear 
of the barrel bearing and the gas -cylinder sleeve. The sleeve 
is forced to the rear, and this motion is transmitted through 
the connector to the actuator. The actuator, by means of 
projections that pass through the sides of the receiver, forces 
the bolt carrier rearward. This movement of the carrier 
compresses the driving spring and rocks the hammer to the 
rear. As the carrier continues rearward, cams on the inner 
sides of the carrier, mating with lugs on the bolt, lift the 
front end of the bolt out of its locking recess in the receiver. 
When the bolt is completely unlocked, it and the carrier travel 
to the rear as one unit. The actuator, connector. and gas­
cylinder sleeve are returned forward by a spring pressing 
against the actuator (fig. 47). 

c. The stirrup-type extractor withdraws the cartridge 
case from the chamber and holds it to the bolt. The plunger­
type ejector contacts a lug in the rear floor of the receiver 
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and stops. The bolt continues to the rear, and the now station 
ary ejector protrudes through the bolt face and strikes the 
cartridge case, which pivots around the extractor and is ex­
pelled. The bolt carrier strikes the rear wall of the receiver 
and stops. 

d. The driving spring forces the bolt and bolt carrier for­
ward. The bolt drives the top cartridge out of the magazine 
and into the chamber. When the cartridge is fully seated in 
the chamber, the extractor snaps into the groove in the car­
tridge case. The forward movement of the bolt now ceases. 
The bolt carrier continues to move forward, and, as it does, 
the cams in its inner sides force the bolt down into its locking 
recess. The bolt carrier finally strikes the receiver and 
stops. 

e. If the bolt does not lock fully, the firing pin will not 
aline with the cartridge primer, and the bolt carrier will not 
go fully forward. If this happens, the loop on the bolt carrier 
prevents the hammer from striking the firing pin. 

f. The trigger mechanism of the Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 
rifles is similar to that of the U. S. M14 rifle. When the ham­
mer is cocked, pressure on the trigger causes it to pivot about 
its pin; the front hooks of the trigger disengage from the front 
lugs of the hammer, and the hammer, under pressure of its 
spring, swings forward to fire the rifle. 

g. The recoiling bolt carrier forces the hammer back to 
its cocked position. The sear (fig. 47) which, because of the 
trigger rotation, has moved forward, is pushed back against 
its spring as the rear hammer hooks pass. When the rear 
hooks completely pass the sear, it snaps back into position, 
and, as the bolt counterrecoils, the sear engages the hammer 
and holds it to the rear. When the trigger is released, the 
sear moves to the rear and releases the hammer; however, as 
the front trigger hooks have now moved to the rear, they inter­
cept the hammer and hold it cocked. The trigger must be 
pressed again to fire another shot. 
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h. When the safety is applied a hook on the front of the 
safety locks the hammer, and also blocks the trigger so that 
it cannot be pressed. 

i. When the magazine is empty, a projection on the rear 
of the magazine platform contacts the bolt catch and forces it 
up to intercept the bolt when it counterrecoils. A weak spring 
normally holds the bolt catch in its retracted position. 

81. ACCESSORIES 

a. The accessories used with the Vzor 52 and Vzor 52/57 
rifles are carried in recesses in the butt and are removed by 
depressing the butt catch (fig. 47) and removing the buttplate. 
The accessories are: 

(1) 3-piece sectional cleaning rod. 

(2) Bore brush. 

(3) Oil bottle. 

(4) Breech shield. 

In addition, a fabric sling is used with the rifle. 

b. The sections of the cleaning rod are screwed together 
for use; the assembled rod can be screwed into the lid of the 
oil bottle, which then serves as a handle. The bore brush can 
also be screwed onto the rod. 

c. The breech shield keeps dirt out of the breech during 
cleaning and prevents damage to the bolt. To use, open the 
bolt and engage the hooks of the shield in the cuts next to the 
actuator projections; then swing the shield down until its wings 
rest on the receiver; ease the bolt onto the shield. 
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C. THE 7. 62-MM CARBINE MODEL 1944 

82. GENERAL 

a. The Soviet-designed Model 1944 carbine (fig. 48) -a 
rifle by U. S. standards - - is the final ver sion of a rifle origi 
nally adopted by the Russian Army in 1891. There have been 
many variations on the original weapon: Rifles, short rifles, 
carbines, and sniper's rifles. Only the Model 1944 carbine is 
still in extensive use. Earlier versions, such as the Model 
1891/30 rifle (fig. 48) and the Modell 938 carbine (fig. 48), 
will occasionally be encountered. Instructions for the Model 
1944 carbine also apply to these earlier weapons. These old 
Russian weapons are simple, rugged, and reliable. 

b. The Model 1944 carbine is a short, 5 round-capacity, 
magazine -fed, manually operated, bolt-action weapon equipped 
with a permanently attached, folding spike bayonet. This 
weapon can easily be recognized by its protruding, stream­
lined magazine. its short, straight bolt handle, and its large, 
flanged cocking piece. The Chinese Communists have also 
produced this rifle (Type 53 carbine). It can be distinguished 
from the Soviet Model 1944 by the Chinese characters stamped 
into its receiver. All versions of this weapon fire the 7.62 x 
54R long-rimmed cartridge. See section VI for additional 
information on the ammunition used with these rifles. 

83. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the Model 1944 carbine will be 
found in table VII. 

84. OPERATION 

a. Open the bolt by turning the bolt handle (fig. 49) to the 
vertical position; then pull the bolt fully to the rear. Load 
the magazine by: 

(1) Inserting a 5 -round stripper clip into the clip 
guides in the receiver (fig. 49) and pressing the cartridges 
from the clip into the magazine; or 
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BOLT HANDLE 

Figure 49. Loading the Model 1944 carbi ne. 

(2) Placing individual cartridges in the receiver and 
pressing them down into the magazine until they are caught by 
the interrupter. Be sure that the rim of each cartridge, as it 
is loaded, is ahead of the rim of the preceding cartridge. 

b. Individual cartridges can also be inserted directly into 
the chamber. 

c. Slide the bolt forward and rotate the handle to its hori 
zontal position. Caution: The rifle is now ready to fire I If 
the weapon is not to be fired immediately, make it safe by 
grasping the cocking piece and drawing it back against the 
force of the firing pin spring, then rotating it to the left and 
engaging it with the receiver wall. Reverse this action to 
prepare the rifle for use. 
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d. Set the rear sight for the desired range by pressing the 
slide catch and moving the sight bar along the leaf until the 
front edge of the bar is alined with the line below the number 
that corresponds with the range in hundreds of meters. There 
is no battle-sight setting. 

e. The front-sight post is adjustable for zero; it can be 
screwed in or out for elevation adjustment, and tapped from 
side to side for windage adjustment (M1891/30, M1938, and 
M1944 only). 

f. To fire, if the rifle is on safe, pull the cocking piece 
to the rear and rotate it to the fire position; aim--using a 
normal sight picture - -and press the trigger. Rotate the bolt 
handle up and pull it vigorously to the rear. Then push it for­
ward and rotate it down. The weapon can again be fired. 
These rifles have no device to hold the bolt open when the last 
round is fired. 

g. To unload or clear these weapons, open the bolt (par. 
84a) and release the floorplate catch (fig. 49) by pressing it to 
the rear. The floorplate and the magazine platform will swing 
out of the magazine, along with any cartridges. Inspect to in­
sure that no cartridges remain in the barrel or magazine, then 
swing the floorplate back into position, close the bolt, and 
press the trigger. 

85. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the weapon (par. 84g). 

b. Open the bolt, press the trigger, and, while holding 
the trigger, pull the bolt out of the rifle. 

c. Open the magazine by pressing the floorplate catch 
(fig. 49) to the rear and swinging the floorplate down. Squeeze 
the magazine platform against the floorplate and pull the floor­
plate away from the magazine. 

d. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 
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e. To reassemble the rifle, squeeze the magazine plat 
form against the floorplate and engage this unit with the large 
crosspin at the front of the magazine. Release the platform 
and swing the floorplate up into its latched position. 

f. Insert the bolt into the receiver and push it forward 
over the trigger and sear. 

86. FUNCTIONING 

a. The Model 1944 carbine is manually operated; all 
power to operate its mechanism comes from the shooter. 
When the bolt handle is raised, a cam on the cocking piece is 
forced back by a cam cut in the bolt to retract and cock the 
firing pin. As the bolt is drawn back, the extractor removes 
the cartridge case from the chamber and holds it to the bolt 
until it strikes the ejector-interrupter, at which time it is 
expelled. The guide rail on the bottom of the bolt contacts 
the top of the trigger and stops the rearward travel of the 
bolt. 

b. When the bolt is pushed forward, it drives the top 
cartridge out of the magazine and into the barrel. As the bolt 
is rotated shut, the extractor snaps over the rim of the car­
tridge, and a cam on the bolt pushes the interrupter in and 
releases another cartridge into the feedway. Finally, the 
cam on the cocking piece alines with the cam cut in the bolt. 

c. When the trigger is pressed, it bends the flexible sear 
down and out of engagement with the cocking piece. The firing 
pin spring drives the firing pin forward to fire the weapon. 

87. ACCESSORIES 

a. The following accessories are issued with the Model 
1944 carbine, but are carried separately from the weapon: 

(1) Cleaning rod patch holder. 

(2) Bore brush. 

(3) Screwdriver. 

(4) Oil can. 
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b. The patch holder is attached to the cleaning rod and 
used to hold patches when cleaning the barrel. The screw­
driver is used for tightening the trigger guard/magazine 
screw. 

D. THE 7. 62-MM SNIPER'S RIFLE MODEL 1891/30 

88. GENERAL 

a. The Model 1891/30 sniper's rifle (fig. 50) is a Model 
1891/30 rifle that is specially selected for accuracy and fitted 
with a telescopic sight. In addition, the bolt handle has been 
lengthened and turned down alongside the stock. 

b. These rifles can be fitted with the 3. 5-power PU tele 
scope (fig. 50) or the 4-power PE telescope (fig. 52). The 
PU is the more common telescope. These telescopes have 
large pointed post reticles and rather coarse adjustments. 

89. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the Model 1891/30 sniper's rifle 
will be found in table VII. 

90. OPERATION 

Refer to paragraph 84. 

91. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

Refer to paragraph 85. 

92. FUNCTIONING 

Refer to paragraph 86. 

93. ACCESSORIES 

a. The PU and PE telescopes are removed by loosening 
the lock screw (fig. 50) and removing the telescope and its 
upper mount. 
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Figure 50. Model 1891/30 sniper's rifle with PU telescope. 

Figure 51. Zero adjustments for PU telescope. 
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b. The PU telescope can be zeroed to the rifle by means 
of adjustment screws in the mount. Elevation zero is accom 
plished by alternately loosening and tightening the vertical op­
posing screws (fig. 51) near the lock screw. Windage zero is 
accomplished by adjusting the screw in the upper mount that 
bears against the lower mount; this determines how close to 
the receiver the rear mount can move. 

Figure 52. Model 1891/30 sniper's rifle with PE telescope. 

c. The PE telescope can be adjusted for windage zero by 
means of the screw in the rear mount (fig. 52). 

d. Handle these telescopes with care. Avoid scratching 
the lenses, and clean them only with a soft, grit-free cloth. 

e. Use the tip of the pointed post for aiming. 

E. MAINTENANCE OF RIFLES 

The procedures and materials prescribed for cleaning stand 
ard U. S. Army rifles also apply to Eurasian Communist rifles. 
These weapons should be disassembled only to the extent 
necessary for adequate cleaning, in order to prevent breakage 
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and subsequent loss of use. No repairs should be attempted on 
foreign rifle s other than replacement of parts, and this should 
be done only by a competent armorer. 

F. MALFUNCTIONS AND STOPPAGES 

See table VIII for common malfunctions and their remedies. 

Table VII. Rifle Technical Data 

Weapon 
Simonov 

Vzor 521 MI944 M1891/30 carbine 

Short name SKS Vz 52 M44 M91/30 

Caliber (mm) 7.62 7.62 7.62 7.62 

Length (in) 40.2 39.5 40 48 

Weight, empty (Ib) 8.49 9.4 8.6 9.9' 

Barrel length (in) 20.5 20.6 20.47 28.6 

Magazine capacity (rd) 10 10 5 • 
Operation Gas Gas Manual Manual 

Locking feature Tilting bolt Tilting bolt Turn bolt Turn bolt 

Muzzle velocity (m/sec) 735 74. 810 865 

Practical range (m) 400 400 400 500 
(800 w / scope) 

Rate of fire (rpm) 35 to 40 35 to 40 10 10 

Metbod of loading 10 - rd charger 5-rd charger 5-rd charger 5~rd charger 

1 Includes Vz 52/57. 

2 Without telescopic sight. 
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Tobie VIII. Rifle Malfunctions 

Condition Cause Remedy 

Fails to fire (cartridge 
in chamber) Defective cartridge Reload 

Bolt not fully Clean and 
locked lubricate 

Fails to fire (no car- Clean and 
tridge in chamber) Short recoil lubricate 

Fails to extract or Clean and 
eject Fouled weapon lubricate 

Malfunctions caused by broken or worn parts can be corrected 
by replacing the defective part with a serviceable one. This 
should be done only by a competent armorer, and the repaired 
weapon must then be function test fired. 

Section V. MACHINEGUNS 

A. THE 7. 62-MM KALASHNIKOV SQUAD LIGHT 
MACHINEGlJN (RPK) 

94. GENERAL 

a. The Soviet Kalashnikov squad light machinegun Model 
RPK (fig. 53) is a gas-operated, selective-fire, box- or drum­
magazine-fed, bipod-mounted weapon developed from the AKM 
assault rifle (par. 58). The RPK is used by the Soviet and 
E8st German Armies and is replacing the older RPD squad 
light machinegun (par. 112) in other Warsaw Pact Armies. 
The East Germans refer to the RPK as the LMG-K. 
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BIPOD CLIP 

Figure 53. Soviet 7.62-mm Kalashnikov squad light 
machinegun (RPK). 

b. The RPK differs from the AKM in several ways; the 
RPK has a longer, heavier barrel, a folding bipod, a modified 
receiver, and a different rear sight, forearm, and buttstock. 
Except for these, all other parts of the weapons appear to be 
interchangeable (refer to the warning in the Preface concern­
ing parts interchange). Some RPK's are equipped with a 
bracket for mounting an infrared night sight, and a folding­
stock version is issued to airborne units. 

c. The RPK can be fed from anyone of three different 
magazines: The 30-round-capacity AK-47 / AKM box maga­
zine, the 40-round-capacity RPK box magazine, or the 75-
round-capacity RPK drum magazine. Any of these magazines 
can be used with any Kalashnikov weapon. The RPK fires the 
7.62 x 39-mm M1943 cartridge; refer to section VI for infor­
mation concerning this ammunition. 

95. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the RPK light machine gun will be 
found in table IX. 

96. OPERATION 

a. The RPK is operated in the same manner as for the 
AK-47 rifle; refer to paragraph 54. 
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b. To load the 75 round drum magazine, press down the 
lever on the front of the drum to compress the magazine spring 
before each round is inserted into the feed lips of the maga 
zine. The loaded drum is then in serted into the rifle in the 
same manner as is a box magazine. 

c. The bipod can be unfolded for use by unsnapping the 
bipod clip (fig. 53) from the right leg and then swinging the 
bipod legs forward. The legs spring apart and lock into place. 
The bipod is folded by pressing its legs together, swinging 
them rearward, and securing them with the bipod clip. 

97 . DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

Disassembly and assembly of the RPK is accomplished exactly 
the same way as for the AK-47 assault rifle (par. 55). 

98. FUNCTIONING 

The RPK t S functioning is identic al to that of the A KM as sault 
rifle (par. 62). 

99. ACCESSORIES 

The RPK has the same accessories as does the AK-47 (par. 
57), except for the bayonet, which is not used with the RPK. 
Some RPK's can mount an infrared night-sighting device. 

B. THE 7.62 -MM VZOR 52 (Vz 52) AND VZOR 52/57 
(Vz 52/57) LIGHT MACHINEGU:,\S 

100. GENERAL 

a. The Czechoslovak-designed-produced Vzor 52 and 
Vzor 52/57 light machineguns (figs. 54 and 55) are identical 
except for minor alterations required by the different car 
tridges they use; the Vz 52 fires the Czechoslovak 7.62 x 
45-mm M1952 cartridge, the Vz 52/57 fires the 7.62 x 39-mm 
M1943 cartridge. Refer to section VI for information concern­
ing ammunition. The two guns can be distinguished from each 
other by their markings; they will have either "Vz 52" or 
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99. ACCESSORIES 

The RPK has the same accessories as does the AK-47 (par. 
57), except for the bayonet, which is not used with the RPK. 
Some RPK's can mount an infrared night-sighting device. 
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(Vz 52/57) LIGHT MACHINEGU:,\S 

100. GENERAL 

a. The Czechoslovak-designed-produced Vzor 52 and 
Vzor 52/57 light machineguns (figs. 54 and 55) are identical 
except for minor alterations required by the different car 
tridges they use; the Vz 52 fires the Czechoslovak 7.62 x 
45-mm M1952 cartridge, the Vz 52/57 fires the 7.62 x 39-mm 
M1943 cartridge. Refer to section VI for information concern­
ing ammunition. The two guns can be distinguished from each 
other by their markings; they will have either "Vz 52" or 
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"Vz 52/57" stamped into the receiver. These guns are gas­
operated, selective-fire, belt- or box~magazine-fed, bipod-
or tripod-mounted weapons equipped with quick-change barrels. 
While the Vz 52 is obsolete in the Czechoslovak Army, the 
Vz 52/57 is still used, and both weapons have been distributed 
to other countries. 

b. The Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 machineguns have many unique 
features, such as their use of either box magazine or feed 
belts without adding extra components, an extremely fast and 
simple method of changing barrels, cocking and jam clearing 
by sliding the trigger group back and forth, and having the 
type of fire determined by the location of the gunner's finger 
on the trigger. 

101. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 light ma 
chineguns will be found in table IX. 

102. OPERATION 

a. These guns can be fed from box magazines or metallic­
link feed belts. If box magazines are used, close the dust 
cover (fig. 54), force the side feed cover lever fully down, 
and press the magazine catch forward until the feed cover 
springs open. The box magazines are loaded by placing a 
cartridge between the feed lips and pressing the cartridge 
down until it rolls under one of the lips. Repeat until 25 car 
tridges have been loaded. Engage the lip at the front of the 
magazine, with its recess in the magazine opening of the re­
ceiver, and rock the magazine back until the magazine catch 
snaps into place. 

b. If the metallic-link belt is to be used for feeding, load 
it by sliding cartridges into its loops until the tail of each link 
snaps into the groove in the cartridge case. Close the feed 
cover (fig. 54), open the small left side dust cover, and raise 
the knurled end of the side feed cover lever to open the feed~ 
way entrance. The top of the lever should be alined with the 
top of the feed cover. The belt must be loaded with the open 
side of the links facing down. Press the lead tab into the 
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feedway and out the small opening on the left side. Vigorously 
pull the lead tab to the left as far as possible to seat the first 
round in the holding pawls. 

GAS REGULA TOft 

GAS 
wl4 Dfl'lltESSI'ONS 

Figure 54. 7 .62-mm Vzor 52 light mochinegun, 
box magazine in place. 

REST 

c. Prior to cocking the machinegun, the trigger group can 
be either forward or rearward, and it may be locked in place 
by the safety (fig. 54). Unlock the safety by pressing it down. 
If the trigger group is in its forward position, draw it rear­
ward (without touching the trigger) until it catches. If it is 
rearward, depress the conical trigger group latch (fig. 54), 
slide the trigger group forward as far as possible, release 
the latch, and, without touching the trigger, draw the trigger 
group to the rear until it latches in place. Caution: The ma­
chine gun is now ready to fire! 

d. If the weapon is not to be fired immediately, press the 
safety up until the letter "z" appears; the weapon is now safe. 

e. The bipod is unfolded by disengaging its feet from the 
ridges formed in the sides of the receiver housing and swing­
ing them forward; they will lock into place. The legs can be 
lengthened by pulling the bottom legs out of the top legs, or 
shortened by pressing the catch on the top leg and telescoping 
the bottom leg into the top one. The bipod is folded by squeez 
ing the legs together and swinging them rearward, where they 
can lock onto the receiver housing. The butt rest can be 
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unfolded to support the stoc k on the gunner's shoulder during 
firing. 

f. Adjust the rear sight for the desired range by rotating 
the serrated nut under the rear sight until the figure that 
corresponds with the range in hundreds of meters is alined 
between the pointers above the serrated nut. Windage adjust­
ments can be made by turning the windage knob at the left of 
the rear sight. 

g. To fire, press the safety (fig. 54) down; then aim-­
using a normal sight picture -and press the trigger. If the 
top of the trigger (marked "l") is pressed, only one shot will 
be fired; if the bottom of the trigger (marked "D") is pressed, 
the gun will fire automatically. 

h. To unload or clear the gun when a box magazine has 
been used, press the magazine catch toward the magazine; 
then tip the magazine forward and remove it. 

i. If belts have been used, press the magazine catch and 
allow the feed cover to swing open; then rotate the side feed 
cover lever (fig. 55) up and forward until the side feed cover 
swings open. Lift the belt up and out of the gun. 

j. Inspect to insure that no cartridges remain in the gun; 
then close all covers. Press the trigger group latch and ease 
the recoiling parts and trigger group forward; then press the 
safety upward to lock the gun. 

k. If it is necessary to change barrels, press the maga­
zine catch forward and remove the magazine or allow the feed 
cover to swing open. Rotate the open feed cover to the right 
as far as possible; then pull the barrel forward, out of the 
gun. Insert a new barrel by sliding it into place, insuring 
that the gas block enter s the gas cylinder at the front of the 
receiver housing. Turn the feed cover back to a vertical 
position to lock the barrel in place. 

1. Adjust the gas regulator to give positive functioning 
at its lowest setting. The gas regulator has four different 
sized dots drilled into its left side, and the gas block has a 
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Figure 55. Vzor 52 light machinegun, belt-fed. 

single dot drilled into it. One of the dots on the regulator 
must be alined with the dot on the gas block. The size of the 
particular dot indicates the size of the gas port in use. Nor­
mally, the smallest port is used with box magazines and the 
second smallest port is used with belts. If there is a loss of 
operating power, adjust the gas regulator to its next larger 
port. Remove the barrel and rotate the regulator in the gas 
block until the next larger dot alines with the dot on the gas 
block. Replace the barrel. 

103. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the weapon (par. 102h, i, and j), but do not 
close the feed cover or set the safety on safe. Pull the trig­
ger and draw the trigger group to the rear; then remove the 
barrel. 

b. Lift the butt rest (fig. 54) and press in and rotate 
counterclockwise the knurled cap under the butt rest until 
the cap disengages and can be eased out to the rear. Pull 
the driving spring and rod out of the buttstock. 

c. Reach into the channel in the front of the receiver 
housing and move the piston to the rear until it is just clear 
of the gas cylinder. Grasp the receiver (fig. 56) at its front 
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Figure 55. Vzor 52 light machinegun, belt-fed. 
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end and pull it up out of the receiver housing. Make certain 
that the piston and bolt do not accidentally slide out. 

d. Slide the piston and bolt rearward, out of the receiver. 
Lift the rear end of the bolt up and pull it toward the rear; 
then lift it off the slide. 

e. Rotate the gas regulator until the bar on its right side 
lines up with the notches in the gas block; then press the regu­
lator out of the block. 

f. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

g. To reassemble, insert the gas regulator into the gas 
block so that the bar passes through the notches in the block; 
then turn the regulator to its proper setting (par. 1021). 

h. Hold the bolt at an angle to the slide; then fit the rails 
at the lower front end of the bolt into the cuts in the slide just 
in front of the hammer, and drop the bolt over the hammer 
onto the slide. Push the bolt forward on the slide; then aline 
the grooves in the slide with the lowest set of rails in the re­
ceiver, and push the slide forward until its rear end is flush 
with the rear of the receiver. 

i. Insert the receiver into the receiver housing, tilting 
the receiver enough to insert its rear end under the top cover 
of the receiver housing; then press the front end of the re­
ceiver down into place. 

j. Insert the driving spring (push rod first) into the butt 
and press it forward until the piston moves forward. Place 
the knurled cap over the spring, press it home, and rotate it 
clockwise to lock. 

k. Insert the barrel (par. 102k) and then clear the 
weapon. 
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Figure 56. Vzor 52 light mochinegun, field-stripped. 
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104. FUNCTIO~lNG 

a. The Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 machineguns fire from the 
open bolt position. When the trigger is pressed, the gas 
piston, slide, and bolt are released, and the driving spring 
impels them forward to load and fire a cartridge. Some of 
the propellant gases are tapped off and drive the piston, slide. 
and bolt to the rear, compressing the driving spring in prep 
aration for another shot. 

b. When the upper or semiautomatic portion of the trigger 
cover is pressed, the trigger pivots on its pin, and its upper 
end moves forward. The disconnector, pinned to the upper 
end of the trigger, moves forward. as does the sear hook 
(with its downward extending shaft) pinned to the bottom of 
the disconnector. The sear hook is engaged with a downward 
extending arm of the L- shaped sear, and as the sear hook 
moves, it makes the sear rotate about its pin and release the 
slide. Under the force of the driving spring, the slide starts 
to drive forward. striking the disconnector and forcing it to 
pivot down on its pin. As the disconnector goes down. the 
sear hook also goes down and releases the sear. The sear 
spring forces the sear up where it can engage the recoiling 
slide and hold it to the rear. When the trigger is released, 
the disconnector and the sear hook move rearward, and the 
sear hook snaps up to reengage the sear. Pressure on the 
upper trigger will again fire one shot. 

c. When the lower or automatic portion of the trigger is 
pressed, the trigger cover pivots on its pin and blocks the 
sear hook extension from swinging forward as the disconnec­
tor pivots on its pin. This action causes the disconnector to 
move down and forward as the trigger is pressed; however, a 
lug on the trigger cover also forces the sear hook to pivot on 
the disconnector and stay in engagement with the sear. The 
sear is depressed and stays depressed until the trigger is re­
leased; the sear spring then forces the sear up where it can 
catch the slide. 

d. When the safety is applied, it pivots and positions a 
small pin under the sear, which prevents the sear from de 
pressing to release the slide. The pin also moves into a slot 

114 

FSTC-CS-07-35-66 

104. FUNCTIO~lNG 

a. The Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 machineguns fire from the 
open bolt position. When the trigger is pressed, the gas 
piston, slide, and bolt are released, and the driving spring 
impels them forward to load and fire a cartridge. Some of 
the propellant gases are tapped off and drive the piston, slide. 
and bolt to the rear, compressing the driving spring in prep 
aration for another shot. 

b. When the upper or semiautomatic portion of the trigger 
cover is pressed, the trigger pivots on its pin, and its upper 
end moves forward. The disconnector, pinned to the upper 
end of the trigger, moves forward. as does the sear hook 
(with its downward extending shaft) pinned to the bottom of 
the disconnector. The sear hook is engaged with a downward 
extending arm of the L- shaped sear, and as the sear hook 
moves, it makes the sear rotate about its pin and release the 
slide. Under the force of the driving spring, the slide starts 
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slide and hold it to the rear. When the trigger is released, 
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upper trigger will again fire one shot. 

c. When the lower or automatic portion of the trigger is 
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tor pivots on its pin. This action causes the disconnector to 
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in the trigger housing to prevent the trigger group catch from 
being depressed. The top of the safety also fits into a cut in 
the receiver housing and locks the trigger group in place. 

e. When the sear releases the slide, the compressed 
driving spring forces the slide, piston, and bolt forward. The 
feed rib on the bolt strips a cartridge from the magazine or 
belt and drives it into the chamber. The cartridge rim seats 
in the fi.xed extractor at the bottom of the bolt face; the mova­
bIe extractor then keeps the round in position. When the car­
tridge is fully seated in the chamber, the bolt stops its for­
ward motion. The slide continues to move forward, and the 
combined hammer and cam (fig. 56) forces the rear of the 
bolt up into its locked position. In the last forward travel of 
the slide, the hammer strikes the firing pin to fire the car­
tridge. 

f. Some of the propellant gases that drive the bullet 
through the barrel are tapped off at the gas block and led 
through the gas regulator into the gas cylinder to drive the 
piston and slide to the rear. A s soon as the piston and slide 
start rearward, the hammer moves away from the firing pin, 
and the cam on the back of the hammer pulls the bolt out of its 
locked position. The bolt and slide now travel as one; the ex­
tractors pull the fired cartridge case from the chamber and 
hold the case to the bolt until the fixed eJector expels the case 
out the bottom of the gun. The slide continues rearward until 
it strikes the buffer at the rear end of the receiver housing; 
the driving spring then drives the slide forward, either to fire 
another shot or to be caught by the sear. 

g. The belt is fed into the gun by a laterally reciprocating 
belt-feed lever. This lever is mounted vertically on the re­
ceiver' with a pivot halfway along its length. A roller on the 
bottom of the lever rides along a cam on the piston slide, and, 
as the slide moves rearward, this cam forces the upper end 
of the lever inward. This movement feeds the belted car­
tridge into the gun against a pair of positioning stops on the 
feed cover. As the slide moves forward, a second cam forces 
the feed lever out, and, as the slide moves, a spring-loaded 
pawl on its upper end is depressed by, and slides under the 
next round in the belt. The belt is prevented from moving 
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outward by a pair of stationary spring-loaded holding pawls 
that engage the second round in the belt. The round positioned 
against the stops is driven out of the link and into the barrel 
by the feed rib on the bolt. 

105. ACCESSORIES 

A fabric sling, magazine carriers, belt boxes, and a cleaning 
rod are issued as accessories. 

C. THE 7. 62-MM DEGTYAREV LIGHT MACHINEGUNS 
(DP, DPM, DTM, and RP-46) 

106. GENERAL 

a. The Soviet Degtyarev light machinegun Model DP was 
the forerunner of a number of basically similar weapons: 

(1) The DP infantry light machine gun (fig. 57). 

(2) The DPM modernized infantry light machine gun. 

(3) The DTM modernized tank machinegun (fig. 58). 

(4) The RP-46 company machinegun (fig. 59). 

Because these guns are similar in appearance, operation, and 
functioning, they are all grouped under one heading. Differ 
ences will be pointed out as necessary. 

b. Although these Degtyarev machine guns are obsolete in 
the Soviet Army, they are used by most of the other Eurasian 
Communist countries. In addition, large quantities have been 
given or sold to other nations. Communist China produced 
the DPM as their Type 53 light machinegun, and the RP-46 
as their Type 58 company machinegun. Except for the Chinese 
markings, these weapons are identical to the Soviet-produced 
arms. 

c. The Degtyarev machineguns are automatic, gas 
operated, bipod-mounted, open-bolt-firing weapons, and, 
except for the RP-46, are fed from horizontal, pan-type 
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OPERATING HANDLE WINDAGE 

BlPOD CLIP 

Figure 57. 7.62-mm Oegtyorev light machinegun (OP). 

Figure 58. 7. 62-mm Oegtyarev tank machinegun (OTM). 

magazines. The RP-46 is normally fed by a metallic link 
belt; however, the DP or DPlVl pan magazines can be used 
after the belt-feed device is removed. 

d. The DP and DPlVl are fed from 47 round-capacity, 
pan-type magazines; the DTM is fed from 60-round, 2 -layer 
pan magazines. The RP-46 normally is fed from a 250-round, 
nondisintegrating, metallic -link belt; however, it can also be 
readily converted to use 47 -round pan magazines (fig. 60). 
All of these Degtyarev machine guns fire the 7. 62 x 54R long 
rimmed cartridge (sec. VI). 
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Figure 59. 7. 62-mm Degtyarev company machinegun (RP-46). 

107 TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the DP, DPM, DTM, and RP-46 
machineguns will be found in table IX. 

108. OPERATION 

a. Load the 47 or 60-round capacity pan magazines by 
holding them with the feed mouthpiece up and away from the 
loader. Press down on the empty cartridge case that serves 
as a stop in the mouthpiece, and rotate the perforated cover 
in a clockwise direction. A small stud will protrude from the 
cover; use this to help turn the cover. As the cover turns, 
individual compartments for cartridges will be seen to pass 
by the mouthpiece. Slip a cartridge into the mouthpiece, rim 
first, bullet pointing to the center of the pan, so that each 
compartment will be filled. Do not insert over 47 rounds into 
the DP/DPM magazine. 

b. Load the metallic-link belts by shoving a cartridge as 
far as possible into each link of the belt. The belt holds 250 
rounds. Insert the loaded belt into the carrying container so 
that the open side of the top layer is down. 
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c. The DP, DPM, and DTM machineguns all have a sliding 
dust cover over the feed opening on top of their receivers; if 
this is closed, slide it forward to open. Engage the fork (fig. 
60) at the front of the magazine with the "T" lug (fig. 57) on 
top of the barrel jacket; then seat the rear of the magazine into 
place in front of the rear sight. Strike the top rear of the 
magazine with the side of a closed fist to insure that the mag­
azine is fully seated. Pull the operating handle (fig. 57) fully 
to the rear. Caution: The gun is now cocked and ready to fire! 

d. The RP-46 has a dust cover cloSing the entrance to the 
feedway. If this cover is closed, swing it open. Insert the 
feed tab (fig. 60) of the ammunition belt into the feedway (from 
right to left) and pull the tab sharply to seat the first cartridge 
in position. If the operating handle is forward, pull it to the 
rear to position the first cartridge in the feeder. Pull the 
trigger and allow the recoiling parts to move forward again; 
then pull the operating handle rearward again. Caution: The 
gun is now cocked and ready to fire! The DP has an 
grip (fig. 57) behind the trigger guard; the DPM, DTM, 
and RP-46 have a rotary safety lever (fig. 59) above the right 
side of the trigger. Rotate the safety forward to render these 
weapons safe. 

Figure 60. Degtyarev machinegun belt and drums. 
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e. Unfold the bipod by unsnapping the bipod clip from the 
right leg and swinging the bipod down into position. The bipod 
is folded by reversing this action. The DTM stock is short 
ened or lengthened by pressing the stock catch (fig. 58) and 
moving the stock to the desired position. 

f. Adjust the rear sight of the DP, DPM, and RP-46 ma­
chineguns for the desired range by pressing the slide locks 
and moving the bar along the sight until the top of the bar is 
alined with the line below the number that corresponds to the 
range in hundreds of meters. The DTM rear sight is adjusted 
by pressing in its slide locks and vertically moving the sight 
to aline the range number with its index. The front sights of 
all guns are adjustable for windage by means of a large screw 
on the right side of the base, and for elevation zero by screw 
ing the front-sight post in or out. The DTM has an accessory 
front sight that must be inserted into the mount adaptor (fig. 
58) before firing. 

g. To fire, rotate the safety rearward on the DPM, DTM, 
and RP-46, or press the grip safety on the DP; turn down the 
carrying handle of the RP-46; then aim -using a normal sight 
picture- and press the trigger. The bolt will remain open 
between bursts, but will remain closed on an empty chamber 
or when the last round of a belt or magazine has been fired. 

h. To unload or clear, pull the rear-sight guard (fig. 57) 
of the DP and DPM rearward and lift the pan magazine off the 
receiver; or press the magazine release (fig. 58) of the DTM 
to the side or rear (depending on the particular model) and 
lift its magazine off. Pull the rear-sight guard of the RP-46 
to the rear and, when the cover opens, pull the belt to the 
right, out of the gun. Pull the operating handle to the rear; 
insure that no cartridges are present in the barrel, receiver, 
or feedway; then press the trigger and ease the operating 
handle forward. Apply the safety and close all covers. 

i. The DP. DPM, and RP-46 have quick-change barrels; 
the DTM does not. To change the barrel, cock the gun and 
press in on the barrel lock (fig. 57) of the DP and DPM, or 
turn the barrel-release lever of the RP-46 fully forward to 
depress its barrel lock. Place a wrench on the barrel notches 
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near the muzzle and rotate the barrel clockwise one sixth of a 
turn; then pull the barrel forward and out of the barrel jacket. 
Insert a fresh barrel, depress the barrel lock, seat the barrel 
fully and counterrotate it one - sixth of a turn to lock it in place. 
Use caution when changing barrels; they get very hot! 

j. The DP, DPM, DTM, and RP-46 might require adjust­
ment of their gas regulators when they become fouled. To ad­
just the DP, DPM, and DTM, remove the cotter pin that passes 
through the gas regulator and unscrew the nut. The regulator 
has three settings, stamped "2.5", "3", and "4. If The normal 
setting is 2.5, established when this number lines up with the 
index line stamped into the right side of the gas -cylinder 
bracket. Gently tap the regulator to the rear, out of engage­
ment with its location pin, and turn it until the next larger num­
ber lines up with the index. Pull the regulator forward into 
position, tighten the nut, and replace the cotter pin. 

k. The RP- 46 will have either one of two different systems 
for adjusting the amount of gas used to operate its mechanism. 
One type uses a rotary gas regulator that is adjusted like the 
regulator of the RPD light machinegun (par. 114g); the other, 
more common type, uses a sliding regulator. The latter type 
has a catch that engages with one of three grooves in the bot 
tom of the gas block. The center groove, marked "1, " is 
normally used, while "2" on the right and "3" on the left ad­
mit increasing amounts of gas into the mechanism. To adjust 
this regulator, pry the catch out of engagement with the groove 
and move the regulator catch to the next higher numbered 
groove. 

109. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the gun (par. 108h), but do not put it on safe. 

b. The driving spring of the DPM, DTM, and RP-46 is 
mounted at the rear of the receiver. Pry back the detent on 
the driving-spring tube and rotate the tube until it can be re­
moved. Pull out the driving spring. 

c. For the RP-46, pull back the magazine catch (fig. 59) 

to open the feeder, and turn the carrying handle to the left. 

121 

FSTC-CS-07 35-66 

near the muzzle and rotate the barrel clockwise one sixth of a 
turn; then pull the barrel forward and out of the barrel jacket. 
Insert a fresh barrel, depress the barrel lock, seat the barrel 
fully and counterrotate it one - sixth of a turn to lock it in place. 
Use caution when changing barrels; they get very hot! 

j. The DP, DPM, DTM, and RP-46 might require adjust­
ment of their gas regulators when they become fouled. To ad­
just the DP, DPM, and DTM, remove the cotter pin that passes 
through the gas regulator and unscrew the nut. The regulator 
has three settings, stamped "2.5", "3", and "4. If The normal 
setting is 2.5, established when this number lines up with the 
index line stamped into the right side of the gas -cylinder 
bracket. Gently tap the regulator to the rear, out of engage­
ment with its location pin, and turn it until the next larger num­
ber lines up with the index. Pull the regulator forward into 
position, tighten the nut, and replace the cotter pin. 

k. The RP- 46 will have either one of two different systems 
for adjusting the amount of gas used to operate its mechanism. 
One type uses a rotary gas regulator that is adjusted like the 
regulator of the RPD light machinegun (par. 114g); the other, 
more common type, uses a sliding regulator. The latter type 
has a catch that engages with one of three grooves in the bot 
tom of the gas block. The center groove, marked "1, " is 
normally used, while "2" on the right and "3" on the left ad­
mit increasing amounts of gas into the mechanism. To adjust 
this regulator, pry the catch out of engagement with the groove 
and move the regulator catch to the next higher numbered 
groove. 

109. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the gun (par. 108h), but do not put it on safe. 

b. The driving spring of the DPM, DTM, and RP-46 is 
mounted at the rear of the receiver. Pry back the detent on 
the driving-spring tube and rotate the tube until it can be re­
moved. Pull out the driving spring. 

c. For the RP-46, pull back the magazine catch (fig. 59) 

to open the feeder, and turn the carrying handle to the left. 

121 



FSTC-CS-07 35-66 

Pull the operating handle to the rear until it alines with the 
cutaway in the feed operating slide, and lift the feeder off the 
receiver; then push the operating handle fully forward. 

d. Unscrew and remove the takedown screw (fig. 59) at 
the right rear of the receiver just behind the operating handle; 
then, with the other hand, strike down on the heel of the butt. 
The butt and the trigger guard will swing apart and can be 
separated from the receiver. 

e. On the DP only, unlock the driving spring by pressing 
the handle of the lock forward against the force of the driving 
spring; then rotate it downward. This handle is located at the 
left front end of the receiver, about 2 inches ahead of the bar­
rel lock. 

f. Pull the operating handle rearward; the operating slide, 
bolt, locking flaps, and firing pin will come out as a unit. 
Lift the bolt straight up, off the slide, and pull the firing pin 
rearward, out of the bolt. The twin locking flaps can now be 
removed. 

g. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

h. To commence reassembly, place the locking flaps 
(fig. 61) onto the bolt and insert the firing pin into the bolt. 
The lug on the firing pin should contact the rear of the bolt, 
and the rear of the locking flaps will project below the bottom 
of the bolt. Place the bolt onto the slide, mating the firing 
pin with the fork at the rear of the slide. Push the bolt for­
ward on the slide so that the locking flaps are flush with the 
sides of the bolt. 

1. Insert the bolt and slide into the receiver by starting 
the piston into the gas-cylinder tube; then aline the rails on 
the slide, below the bolt, with their grooves in the receiver, 
and slide the entire unit forward into the receiver. 

j. Fit the round lugs at the front of the trigger guard into 
their seats in the receiver, swing the trigger guard up into 
place on the receiver, and screw the takedown screw back 
into place. 
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Figure 61. Degtyarev bolt, typical. 

k. Place the feeder back on the RP-46 by engaging the 
forks at its front end with the "TO! lug on the barrel jacket. 
Lift up the rear of the feeder and move the operating handle 

I 

to the rear until it can enter the cutaway section of the feed 
operating slide. Drop the feeder into position and close its 
cover. Push the operating handle fully forward. Note: If the 
feeder is not replaced, DP or DPM pan magazines can be 
used to feed the RP-46. 

L Insert the driving spring of the DPM, DTM, or RP-46 
into the hole in the rear of the backplace (fig. 59), fitting it 
over the firing pin extension. Place the driving-spring tube 
over the spring (detent up), and press the tube forward until 
it can be rotated to a locked position. 
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Lift up the rear of the feeder and move the operating handle 

I 

to the rear until it can enter the cutaway section of the feed 
operating slide. Drop the feeder into position and close its 
cover. Push the operating handle fully forward. Note: If the 
feeder is not replaced, DP or DPM pan magazines can be 
used to feed the RP-46. 

L Insert the driving spring of the DPM, DTM, or RP-46 
into the hole in the rear of the backplace (fig. 59), fitting it 
over the firing pin extension. Place the driving-spring tube 
over the spring (detent up), and press the tube forward until 
it can be rotated to a locked position. 
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m. Lock the driving spring of the DP machinegun into 
place by pressing the lock forward against the driving spring 
until it can be turned to its locked position. 

110. FUNCTIONING 

a. All Degtyarev machine guns fire from the open-bolt 
position. When the trigger is pressed, the slide and bolt are 
released, and the driving spring drives them forward to load 
and fire a cartridge. After firing, some of the propellant 
gases are tapped off to drive the slide and bolt to the rear, 
compressing the driving spring in preparation for another 
shot. 

b. When the trigger (fig. 62 27) is pressed, its upper 
end, which hooks over the sear (fig. 62-25), revolves for 
ward and downward to depress the sear. The sear releases 
the slide (fig. 62-9), Which, under the force of the driving 
spring (fig. 62 12), goes forward. The bolt (fig. 62-16), 
which travels with the slide, drives a cartridge out of the 
mouthpiece of the magazine or the RP-46 feeder and into the 
barrel until the rim of the cartridge seats on the end of the 
barrel. The extractor (fig. 62 19) snaps over the rim of the 
cartridge, and forward motion of the bolt then ceases. The 
slide continues forward, carrying the firing pin (fig. 62 17) 
with it. The firing pin moves forward in the bolt and forces 
the locking flaps outward into the locking recesses in the re 
ceiver. The firing pin and slide continue to move forward 
until the firing pin ignites the cartridge. The stud on the 
firing pin strikes the end of the bolt and stops all forward 
motion. 

c. The propellant gases drive the bullet through the bar 
reI, and, when the bullet passes the gas port (fig. 62-6), some 
of the gases are tapped off and directed against the piston 
(fig. 62 -14), driving it to the rear. The slide is connected to 
the piston and also moves rearward. During the travel of the 
slide the firing pin is retracted, and the driving spring is 
compressed. As the slide continues to move, cams cut into 
its top surface contact the locking flaps and cam them inward, 
out of the receiver recesses. The bolt and slide now move 
rearward as one unit. The extractor removes the fired 

124 

FSTC-CS-07-35 66 

m. Lock the driving spring of the DP machinegun into 
place by pressing the lock forward against the driving spring 
until it can be turned to its locked position. 

110. FUNCTIONING 

a. All Degtyarev machine guns fire from the open-bolt 
position. When the trigger is pressed, the slide and bolt are 
released, and the driving spring drives them forward to load 
and fire a cartridge. After firing, some of the propellant 
gases are tapped off to drive the slide and bolt to the rear, 
compressing the driving spring in preparation for another 
shot. 

b. When the trigger (fig. 62 27) is pressed, its upper 
end, which hooks over the sear (fig. 62-25), revolves for 
ward and downward to depress the sear. The sear releases 
the slide (fig. 62-9), Which, under the force of the driving 
spring (fig. 62 12), goes forward. The bolt (fig. 62-16), 
which travels with the slide, drives a cartridge out of the 
mouthpiece of the magazine or the RP-46 feeder and into the 
barrel until the rim of the cartridge seats on the end of the 
barrel. The extractor (fig. 62 19) snaps over the rim of the 
cartridge, and forward motion of the bolt then ceases. The 
slide continues forward, carrying the firing pin (fig. 62 17) 
with it. The firing pin moves forward in the bolt and forces 
the locking flaps outward into the locking recesses in the re 
ceiver. The firing pin and slide continue to move forward 
until the firing pin ignites the cartridge. The stud on the 
firing pin strikes the end of the bolt and stops all forward 
motion. 

c. The propellant gases drive the bullet through the bar 
reI, and, when the bullet passes the gas port (fig. 62-6), some 
of the gases are tapped off and directed against the piston 
(fig. 62 -14), driving it to the rear. The slide is connected to 
the piston and also moves rearward. During the travel of the 
slide the firing pin is retracted, and the driving spring is 
compressed. As the slide continues to move, cams cut into 
its top surface contact the locking flaps and cam them inward, 
out of the receiver recesses. The bolt and slide now move 
rearward as one unit. The extractor removes the fired 

124 



125 

FSTC-CS-07 -35-66 

c 
.2 .... 
u 
<1l 
'" 

125 

FSTC-CS-07 -35-66 

c 
.2 .... 
u 
<1l 
'" 



FSTC-CS-07 35-66 

cartridge case from the chamber and holds !t to the bolt until 
the ejector, at the rear of the feed opening, expels the empty 
case. The slide strikes the rear wall of the trigger housing 
and stops. The driving spring now drives the slide and bolt 
forward. 

d. The cartridges in the pan magazine are moved into the 
mouthpiece of the magazine by spring pressure. As each car 
tridge is driven out by the bolt, another cartridge immediately 
replaces it in the mouthpiece. 

e. The belt feeder of the RP-46 is powered by the recoil­
ing operating handle. The handle fits inside the feed operating 
slide (fig. 59), and, as the handle reciprocates, the feed op 
erating slide also moves back and forth. The handle has some 
free travel in the operating slide so that full operating power is 
available to unlock the gun. As the feed slide moves rearward, 
a cam track (fig. 59) on its horizontal top side moves a belt 
feed slide inward. The feed slide moves the first cartridge in 
the belt against positioning stops (fig. 62), and the round is 
held there by a stationary holding pawl (fig. 63) in the top feed 
cover. As the feed slide goes forward, the feed pawl moves 
outward and engages the next round to be fed. 

BELT F£ED 
PAWL 

, 

BELT HOLDI NG 
PAWL 

-

Figure 63. Degtyarev machinegun, field-stripped. 
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f. The feed slide has a pair of jaws (fig. 63) on its upper 
left side that grasp the rim of the cartridge positioned against 
the stops in the cover, and, as the feed slide moves rearward, 
the cartridge is extracted from the belt by these jaws and is 
moved rearward over the mouthpiece. A spring-loaded car­
tridge depressor (in the top cover) forces the cartridge down 
into position in the mouthpiece so that the bolt feed ribs can 
pick up the cartridge. 

111. ACCESSORIES 

a. The following accessories (fig. 64) are issued for use 
with the Degtyarev machinegun: 

(1) Fabric sling. 

(2) Belt or drum carrying case. 

(3) Combination tool and sectional cleaning rod. 

(4) Protective covers for the gun and the spare barrel. 

b. The combination tool is used to tighten screws and 
bolts, to rotate the gas regulator and its nut, to turn the bar­
rel for removal, and for similar tasks. It is carried separate 
from the DP, DPlVI, and DTM, and in the butt of the RP 46. 
To remove the tool kit from the latter weapon, press in on the 
oiler catch through the hole near the top of the buttplate and 
lift the oiler up, out of the gun. The trapdoor in the butt can 
now be opened and the tool kit removed. Lubricating oil is 
carried in the oiler s of all guns. 

c. 
bipod. 
leg and 
moved. 

, 
The RP-46 carries its sectional cleaning rod on the 
Press in on the small crosspin at the top of the bipod 
slide the sleeve up. The rod sections can now be re-
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Figure 64. Typical accessory-kit for Degtyarev machineguns. 

D. THE 7. 62-MM DEGTYAREV SQUAD LIGHT 
MACHINEGUN (RPD) 

112. GENERAL 

a. The Soviet-designed Degtyarev squad light machinegun 
Model RPD, obsolescent in the Soviet Army, is used by many 
of the other Eurasian Communist countries, and has been 
distributed to many other Communist alined nations.' A num­
ber of modifications have been made to increase the opera­
tional reliability of the RPD, resulting in the following 
distinct versions: 

First version: Cup-type gas piston, no dust covers; 
straight, reciprocating handle; right 
hand windage knob (fig. 65). 
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Second version: 

Third version: 
(also ChiCom 
Type 56) 

Fourth version: 
(RPDM) 

Fifth version: 
(ChiCom Type 
56-1) 

FSTC-CS-07 35-66 

Plunger-type gas piston; no dust 
covers; straight, reciprocating op 
erating handle; left-hand windage 
knob (fig. 65 and 66). 

As for second version, but has dust 
covers on feed mechanism and has 
folding, nonreciprocating operating 
handle (fig. 66). 

As for third version, but with longer 
gas cylinder, additional roller on 
piston slide, and buffer in butt. 

As for fourth version, but with 
folding magazine bracket I dust 
cover and cleaning rod (sectional) 
carried in butt. 

These changes have no effect on the gun's operation and little 
effect upon its functioning. The RPD has also been manu 
factured in Communist China as the Type 56 and Type 56-1 
light machineguns, and in North Korea as the Type 62 light 
machinegun. These latter types can be identified by the 
presence of Chinese or Korean markings upon their feed 
covers. 

b. The RPD is an automatic, gas-operated, bipod­
mounted weapon firing from the open-bolt position. It is fed 
from metallic-link belts (fig. 67); two coupled 50-round sec­
tions are carried in a drum-type belt container under the gun. 
The RPD fires the 7.62 x 39-mm M1943 cartridge (sec. VI). 

113. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the RPD machine gun will be found 
in table IX. 
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fiRST VERSION 

CLEANING ROO 

SECOND AND THIRD VERSIONS 

Figure 65. 7.62-mm Degtyorev squad I jght mochinegun (RPD) . 

SECOND VERSION 

OI'E'ItATING HANDLE 

THIRD VERSION 

Figure 66. 7.62-mm Degtyarev squad light mochinegun (RPD) . 

130 

FSTC-CS-07 -35-66 

fiRST VERSION 

CLEANING ROO 

SECOND AND THIRD VERSIONS 

Figure 65. 7.62-mm Degtyorev squad I jght mochinegun (RPD) . 

SECOND VERSION 

OI'E'ItATING HANDLE 

THIRD VERSION 

Figure 66. 7.62-mm Degtyarev squad light mochinegun (RPD) . 

130 



..... 
w ..... 

I'U:.\ 

)~ .. 

. . 

, .\ 

i ~ \' 
!: ;w 
I 'L:! END STOP 

LCARTRIDGE 7.62 MM 

Figure 67. Metallic belt for Degtyarev squad light machinegun. 

"lJ 
w .., 
(J 
I 

(J 
W 
I 

o 
-..l 
I 

W 
CJ1 , 
en 
en 

..... 
CAl ..... 

I'U .. !'.i 

." . . . 

: \ 
II' 

i ~ \' L 

) ~ENDSTOP 
LCARTRIDGE 7.62 MM 

Figure 67. Metallic belt for Degtyarev squad light machinegun. 



FSTC-CS-07 35-66 

114. OPERATION 

a. Load the metallic-link belt by inserting a cartridge in­
to each link and press it into the link until the positioning tab 
snaps onto the rim of the cartridge (fig. 67). Belt sections 
can be joined together to make the 100-round-capacity belts by 
coupling the end link on one belt with the joining link on the 
other belt; once connected, the links are held together by in­
serting a cartridge. Turn the lock on the drum and open its 
cover; coil the belt so that the lead tab (fig. 68) is on the out­
side and insert the belt into the drum. Only the lead tab 
should protrude from the drum. 

Figure 68. Drum magazine for Degtyarev squad light machinegun. 

b. If the gun is a ChiCom Type 56 1, press the catch on 
the dust cover and swing the cover down until it locks into 
place to serve as a magazine bracket. Once this is done, and 
in all other cases, slide the drum onto the bracket, from the 
rear, and rotate the drum lock (fig. 66) down to secure the 
drum in position. If necessary, open the dust covers by open­
ing and closing the feed cover. Then insert the lead tab of the 
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belt into the feedway, from left to right, and give it a vigorous 
pull to the right to seat the first cartridge in the holding pawl. 
Pull the operating handle to the rear (unfolding first, if a third 
or later version RPD) until the slide is caught by the sear. 
Caution: The machinegun is now ready to fire! If the gun is 
not to be fired immediately, apply the safety (fig. 66) by rota­
ting it forward. 

c. Open the bipod by unsnapping the bipod clip (fig. 66) 
and swing the bipod legs forward until they spring open and 
lock in place. Fold the bipod by squeezing the legs together; 
swing them rearward and secure them with the bipod clip. 
(Note: Some RPD's do not have a bipod clip. ) 

d. Adjust the rear sight for the desired range by pressing 
the slide locks and moving the bar along the sight until the top 
of the bar is alined with the line below the number that corre 
sponds to the range in hundreds of meters. The rear sight 
can be adjusted for windage by turning the windage knob. The 
front sight is adjusted for elevation zero by screwing the 
front-sight post in or out, and for windage zero by loosening 
the lock nut and sliding the entire front sight from side to 
side, as necessary. 

e. To fire, rotate the safety to the rear; then aim--using 
a normal sight picture - - and press the trigger. The gun will 
fire until the trigger is released, and the bolt will remain 
open between bursts or closed after the firing of the last car­
tridge. 

f. To unload or clear, pull the operating handle rearward, 
apply the safety by rotating it forward, push the cover catch 
forward, and open the feed cover. Draw the belt to the left 
and feed it back into the drum so that only the feed tab pro 
trudes. Inspect to be sure that no cartridges remain in the 
receiver, chamber, or feedway, and then close the cover. 
Turn the drum lock (fig. 66) and slide the drum off to the 
rear. Rotate the safety rearward, hold the operating handle 
to ease the bolt and the slide forward, and press the trigger. 
Close all covers; if a Type 56 -1, press the latch to release 
the drum bracket and swing it up to cover the entrance to the 
feedway. 
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g. The RPD might require adjustment of its gas mechan­
ism when it becomes fouled. Loosen the nut on the left side of 
the regulator and press the regulator to the right to disengage 
it from the index pin. The regulator has three settings, 
stamped "1", "2", and "3." The first is for normal use. 
Turn the regulator until the next higher number lines up with 
the index pin; then press the regulator back into place and 
tighten the nut. 

115. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the gun (par. 1140, but do not close the cover s. 

b. Press out the takedown pin at the rear of the receiver 
(fig. 66) and slide the butt and trigger group off to the rear. 

c. Pull the operating slide and bolt (fig. 69) out of the 
receiver, and separate the bolt from the operating slide by 
lifting the bolt straight up. The locking flaps will fall free. 

d. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

e. To reassemble, first assemble the locking flaps to the 
bolt; then place the bolt onto the slide so that the flaps fit into 
the cam cuts in the slide. 

f. Push the bolt and locking flaps as far forward as pos­
sible on the slide and insert the slide into the receiver, match­
ing the rails on the slide with their grooves in the receiver. 

g. Slide the butt and trigger group onto the receiver, 
being sure that the driving-spring rod seats into its recess in 
the end of the slide. Press the takedown pin back into place. 

116. FUNCTIONING 

a. The RPD is a Degtyarev-designed weapon, and its 
functions, with the exception of its belt-feed device, almost 
exactly like the Degtyarev DP light machine gun (par. 110). 
The sole exception to the basic functioning lies in the locking 
action; the DP uses a cam on its firing pin to force the lock 
ing flaps into the locked position, whereas the RPD uses a 
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I OPERATING HANDLE 
2 BUTT STOCK 
3 DRIVING SPRING AND ROD 
4 DRIVING SPRING GUIDE 
5 OPERATING SLIDE AND PISTON 
6 BOLT 
7 BOLT LOCKING FLAP 
8 FEED TRAY 

9 FEED COVER 
10 DRUM (OPEN) 
II SLING 
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12 GAS REGULATOR SCREW 
13 BARREL 
14 GAS REGULATOR 
15 COMBINATION TOOL KIT 

Figure 69. Degtyarev squad light machinegun, field-stripped. 
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cam machined out of the slide. This cam also acts as a ham 
mer to strike the firing pin; however, for all practical pur­
poses,. the hammer cam can be considered to function the 
same as the cam on the firing pin of the DP. 

b. The belt-feed device of the RPD is operated by the re 
coiling slide; a roller on the top of the slide fits into a belt­
feed lever in the cover. As the slide recoils, it first forces 
the lever to the right; this moves the belt -feed slide out to the 
left, where it can engage a round to be fed. A s the slide roller 
continues rearward, it passes the feed lever pivot point and 
reverses the direction of motion of the lever. This, in turn, 
moves the slide in to the right and feeds the round into posi­
tion, where it can be picked up by the bolt. The belt-feed 
slide thus makes two strokes (in and out) for each cycle of 
the slide. Each stroke feeds the round halfway into position 
to where it can be picked up by the feed ribs on the bolt. A 
stationary spring-loaded belt-holding pawl retains the belt in 
the gun as the belt-feed slide moves in and out. 

117. ACCESSORIES 

a. The following accessories are issued for the RPD light 
machinegun: 

(1) Combination tool kit. 

(2) Belt drums. 

(3) Fabric sling. 

(4) Night-sighting device. 

(5) Blank-firing device. 

b. The combination tool kit (fig. 69) contains a combina 
tion wrench and screwdriver (for use in turning the gas regu­
lator and bipod screws), a gas-cylinder cleaner, a reamer 
for the gas port, a front sight wrench, a ruptured-cartridge 
extractor, a pin punch, a cleaning rod tip, and a handle bar. 
The handle bar is inserted into the front- sight wrench or the 
gas-cylinder cleaning tool in order to rotate them. The 
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ruptured-cartridge extractor is inserted into the chamber, 
the bolt is allowed to slam shut on it, and, when the bolt is 
retracted, the extractor will remove any ruptured cartridge 
that might be present. All accessories are contained in a case 
stored in the butt under a rotary trapdoor. 

c. The night-sighting device is similar to that used with 
the AK-47 assault rifle (par. 570. 

d. The blank-firing device is also similar to that used 
with the AK-47 assault rifle (par. 57e). 

E. THE 7. 62-MM GORYUNOV HEAVY MACHINEGUNS 
(SG-43, SGM, SGMT, SGMB, and SG-43M) 

118. GENERAL 

a. The Soviet-designed Goryunov heavy machine gun in one 
form or another is used by almost all of the Eurasian Commu­
nist countries and has been widely distributed to many 
Communist-alined nations. There are five versions of this 
gun: 

SG-43: 

SGM: 

SGMT: 

SGMB: 

Smooth barrel, sear attached to driving­
spring guide, plain barrel lock, no dust 
covers, operating handle between spade 
grips (fig. 70). 

Splined barrel, separate sear housing, 
micrometer barrel lock, no dust covers, 
operating handle on right side (fig. 71). 

Tank version of SGM, differs in that it has 
a solenoid mounted on the backplate. 

Similar to SGM, but has dust covers over 
feedway ports, feed slide, and ejection 
port. The SGMB also has semicircular 
flanges on the lower front of its receiver 
for mounting on the cradle. 
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SG-43M: The SG-43 with SGMB barrel lock and dust 
covers. 

These guns have been produced in Communist China, where 
the SG-43 is known as the Type 53 heavy machinegun and the 
SGMB is known as the Type 57 heavy machinegun. These 
guns can be distinguished from the Soviet weapons by the 
Chinese markings on their feed covers. The SG-43 has also 
been manufactured in Czechoslovakia; this version is stamped 
"Vz 43. " 

b. All of the Goryunov heavy machine guns are automatic, 
gas-operated, belt-fed, tripod- or vehicle-mounted weapons 
firing from the open-bolt position. They have quick-change 
barrels and are extremely simple weapons. Feeding is ac­
complished by 250-round-capacity metallic-link belts, the 
same one as used with the RP 46 company machine gun (fig. 
60). The Goryunov machineguns all fire the 7.62 x 54R long 
rimmed cartridge (sec. VI). 

119. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the Goryunov machine guns will be 
found in table IX. 

120. OPERATIOK 

a. Mount the Goryunov machinegun on its mount as ex­
plained in paragraph 123. 

b. Load the metallic -link ammunition belt (par. 108b). 

c. Open the feed cover by pressing the cover catch (fig. 
72) forward and swing up the cover. Place the belt in the 
feedway with the rim of the first cartridge between the car­
tridge feed slide grippers (fig. 72); then close the cover. Pull 
the operating handle fully to the rear and push it fully forward. 
Caution: The machinegun is now ready to fire 1 

d. Lift the rear sight leaf to a vertical position and adjust 
it for the desired range by pressing the slide catch (fig. 72) 
and moving the slide along the leaf until the upper edge of the 
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Figure 71. 7.62-mm Goryunov heavy machinegun (SGM). 

Figure 72. Goryunov machinegun, receiver details. 
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Figure 71. 7.62-mm Goryunov heavy machinegun (SGM). 

Figure 72. Goryunov machinegun, receiver details. 
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slide is alined with the line below the number that corresponds 
with the range in hundreds of meters. Final fine adjustment is 
made by the elevating knob (fig. 72), and lateral adjustment 
can be made by the windage knob (fig. 72). Use the range 
figures on the right side of the leaf when firing light bullets 
(Type L or LPS) and the left side of the leaf when firing 
yellow -Upped heavy bullets. The front sight is adjustable for 
windage and elevation zero; loosen the nut on the front sight 
base and move the sight from side to side as necessary to 
zero, and screw the post in or out as necessary for elevation 
zero. 

e. To fire, aim- -using a normal sight picture- -lift up the 
safety (fig. 73) with the thumb of one hand and press forward 
on the trigger (fig. 73) with the other thumb. The bolt will re 
main open between bursts, but will remain closed on an empty 
chamber when the last round has been fired. 

f. To unload or clear, open the cover by pressing the 
cover catch forward. Lift the belt from the feed slide pawls 
(fig. 72) and remove it. Lift the lower feed cover and remove 
the cartridge from the cartridge grippers. Inspect to insure 
that no cartridges remain in the gun. Pull the operahng handle 
to the rear, and, while holding it, raise the safety, press the 
trigger, and ease the operating handle forward. Close the 
covers and lower the rear sight. 

g. To change the barrel of the Goryunov machinegun, un­
load the weapon, retract the bolt until it is caught by the sear, 
and raise the feed covers. Pull the barrel lock to the left (if 
an SGM, SGMT. SGMB, or SG-43M, first depress the knurled 
catch on the barrel lock) and pull the barrel forward out of the 
receiver. Insert a fresh barrel into the receiver, guiding the 
gas cylinder into the gas -cylinder tube if necessary, and push 
the barrel lock fully to the right. Close the lower feed cover 
and reload. 

h. It might be necessary to adjust the gas regulator to 
:co:mJ:,enlsate for a loss in operating power. The figure "1" on 

regulator is normally alined with the index pin. Use a 
:Wo'oC\€!n mallet and drive the regulator to the right to disen-

it from the index pin; then rotate the regulator until 
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the next higher number on it lines up with the index. Drive 
the regulator to the left, back into position. 

121. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the gun (par. 12 Of), but do not close the feed 
covers. 

b. If an SG-43 or SG-43M, pull the takedown pin (fig. 70) 
to the right and remove the backplate. If the gun is an SGM. 
SGMT, or SGMB, depress the round detent in the latch on the 
top center of the backplate and slide the latch to the rear. 
Rotate the backplate to the right until it can be removed. Pull 
out the driving spring. 

c. Slide the sear housing out of the lower rear of the 
SGM, SGMB, and SGMT receiver. 

d. Pull the operating handle rearward; this moves the 
bolt and slide to the rear of the receiver, where they can 
then be pulled out of the receiver. Lift the bolt off the slide. 
Pull the belt feed slide to the right, out of the receiver. 

e. The cartridge gripper can be removed by sliding it to 
the rear until it alines with the dismounting cuts in the lower 
feed cover. 

f. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

g. Replace the cartridge gripper in the lower feed cover 
with the lug of the gripper down and to the rear. 

h. Place the belt feed slide into the receiver and push it 
as far to the left as possible. 

i. Lay the bolt over the hammer cam on the slide, and 
move the bolt as far forward as possible. Shove the operating 
handle forward and insert the piston and slide into the receiver. 

j. Slide the sear housing of the SGM, SGMB, and SGMT 
(sear to the front) into the receiver. 
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k. Insert the driving spring into the slide, and then insert 
the driving-spring guide into the spring. If the gun is an SGM, 
SGMB, or SGM T, turn the backplate at a right angle to the re­
ceiver, insert the backplate lugs into the receiver, and rotate 
the backplate counterclockwise until it stops. Slide the lock on 
the top center of the backplate forward. If the gun is an SG 43 
or SG-43M, push the backplate straight in and insert the take­
down pin. Close all covers. 

122. FUNCTIONING 

a. The Goryunov machineguns fire from the open-bolt 
position. When the trigger is pressed, it releases the slide, 
which is propelled forward, carrying the bolt with it. The 
bolt loads a cartridge, which is then fired. The propellant 
gases drive the slide to the rear and compress the driving 
spring in preparation for the next shot. 

b. When the trigger (fig. 73-46) is pressed on the SG-43 
or SG-43M, it lifts the rear of the sear (fig. 73-50), and the 
sear releases the slide. The trigger of the SGM, SGMB, and 
SGMT bears against a sear release and moves it forward. 
This movement removes a block from under the sear, and, 
because the rear of the sear and its mating notch in the slide 
are at an angle, the slide kicks the sear out of engagement. 
On all guns, when the trigger is released, the sear catches 
the slide to the rear. 

c. As the slide travels forward, cams cut in its top move 
the belt feed slide outward so the belt feed slide pawl can en­
gage the next cartridge. 

d. The bolt drives a cartridge from the feed cover into 
barrel, and, when the bolt seats the cartridge fully into 
chamber, the extractor snaps over the cartridge rim. 
cam (fig. 73-23) forces the rear of the bolt to the right, 
a locking recess in the right wall of the receiver. The 
ceases moving. The slide continues forward, and the 

(fig. 73-23) strikes the firing pin, firing the car-
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e. The propellant gases drive the bullet through the barrel, 
and, when the bullet passes the gas port, some of the propel­
lant gases are tapped off and drive the piston and slide to the 
rear. The hammer moves away from the firing pin, and 
compression of the driving spring starts. As the slide con 
tinues rearward, its cam draws the rear of the bolt to the left, 
out of the locking recess. When the bolt is fully unlocked, it 
moves to the rear with the slide. The extractor pulls the fired 
cartridge from the chamber and holds it to the bolt face until 
the ejector strikes a shoulder in the receiver and moves 
against the case to expel it. 

f. Cams on the top of the slide force the belt feed slide 
inward, feeding the next cartridge into position, where it can 
be seized by the cartridge grippers. A stationary spring­
loaded belt-holding pawl in the feed cover prevents withdrawal 
of the belt. The cartridge feed slide, which holds the gripper 
(fig. 73-67), is mated to the bolt and moves back and forth 
with it. The grippers draw the round out of the belt and move 
it to the rear, where the depressor (fig. 73-87) forces the 
round down into the lower feed cover, where it can be fed by 
the bolt. 

g. The rearward movement of the bolt and slide ends 
when they strike the backplate. The driving spring then forces 
the bolt and slide forward. 

. MOUNTS 

a. There are a number of mounts available for the 
....... VI"'''\! machineguns. These include the wheeled Model 

and Degtyarev mounts, the Sidorenko-Malinovski tripod 
, and various vehicular mounts. There are two methods 

joining the guns to the mounts. The SG-43, SG-43M, early 
and SGMT guns use traverse pins; late SGM and the 
use spring-loaded clamps to hold the gun to the mount. 

The guns with pin-type mount adapters are installed by 
!D,I.\,J.UI1J.11!5 them on their mounts and inserting the two mount­

pins (fig. 70). The guns with clamp-type mount adapters 
installed by placing the curved flanges on the front mount 

into their seats on the mount; then press the rear of 
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. MOUNTS 

a. There are a number of mounts available for the 
....... VI"'''\! machineguns. These include the wheeled Model 

and Degtyarev mounts, the Sidorenko-Malinovski tripod 
, and various vehicular mounts. There are two methods 

joining the guns to the mounts. The SG-43, SG-43M, early 
and SGMT guns use traverse pins; late SGM and the 
use spring-loaded clamps to hold the gun to the mount. 
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I CARTRIDGE FEED SLIDE 
2 CARTRIDGE FEED SLIDE GUIDE 
3 LOWER FEED COVER 
4 FEED COVER 
5 REAR SIGHT 
6. RECEIVER 
'j RIVETS 
8 GAS CYliNDER TUBE 
9 BOLT 

10 SLIDE AND PISTON 
II BARREL LOCK 
12 BELT FEED SLIDE 
13 BARREL 
14 BACK PLATE w/GUIDE 
15 DRIVING SPRING 
16 TAKEDOWN PIN 
17 OPERATING HANDLE 

Figure 74. Goryunov mochinegun, field-stripped. 

the gun down into its bracket and insure that the locking handle 
is as far rearward as possible. 

c. These mounts have coarse elevating and traversing 
movements with lock levers to hold the gun in position (fig. 70>­
Fine elevation is obtained by means of the fine elevating knob 
(fig. 70). The gun should never be fired unless the elevating 
lock lever (fig. 70) is tightened. Normally the traverse lock 
lever should also be tightened when firing; however, the gun 
can be fired in free traverse. 
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d. The ground mounts are readily converted to antiair­
craft use by dismounting the gun, upending the mount (fig. 75), 
and installing the gun (by its front mount only) on the anti air -
craft pintle. 

Figure 75. Goryunov heavy machinegun, AA position. 
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e. The spades (fig. 70) should be imbedded into the ground 
or braced, in order to obtain the best accuracy. 

f. The mounts should be kept clean, and all movements 
should be lightly oiled. 

124. ACCESSORIES 

a. The following accessories are issued with the Goryunov 
machineguns: 

(1) Cleaning rod. 

(2) Combination wrench. 

(3) Standard Soviet pattern 2-compartment oil-and­
cleaning-solvent container. 

(4) Punches. 

(5) Ruptured - cartridge extractor. 

(6) Chamber cleaning brush. 

(7) Barrel lock tool. 

(8) Wooden mallet. 

(9) Covers. 

(10) Antiaircraft sight. 

b. The combination wrench is used for tightening or 
loosening various nuts, bolts, and other parts which are 
threaded, and for removing a hot barrel. 

c. Refer to paragraph 11 7h for instructions on using the 
ruptured - cartridge extractor. 

d. The barrel lock tool is used to turn the square socket 
screw on the micrometer headspace adjustment. This tool is 
to be used by ordnance personnel only to adjust the seating of 
the bolt into its recess. This adjustment must be 
made so as to just allow the rear of the bolt to enter its locking 
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s. This is governed by the distance the butt end of the 
enters into the receiver. 

e. The antiaircraft sight clamps onto the feed cover. It 
a speed-ring-type sight and is used to determine lead angles 

firing at aircraft. Its use is not recommended. 

THE 12. 7-MM DEGTYAREV HEAVY MACHINEGUNS 
(DShK-38 and the Model 38/46) 

GENERAL 

a. The Soviet-designed Degtyarev 12. 7-mm heavy ma­
lUDeJ(lJms are used by the Eurasian Communist countries as 

antiaircraft/ antivehicular weapon. The Warsaw Pact 
ies use this weapon almost exclusively on vehicular 
, whereas the Asian Communist countries appear to 

it mostly on its ground mount. The original DShK (fig. 
machine gun had a complicated rotary feeder that was 

eded by a conventional shuttle-type feeder in the Model 
(fig. 77). A number of other changes in the Model 38/46 
most of the parts noninterchangeable between the two 

. The Chinese Communists have produced the Model 
46 as their Type 54 heavy machine gun. These guns can 
identified by the Chinese characters stamped into the re­

behind the feeder. 

The 12.7 -mm Degtyarev heavy machinegun is an auto­
, gas-operated, belt-fed, tripod- or vehicle-mounted 

firing from the open-bolt position. The Model 38/46 
be adapted to right- or left-hand feed, and it has a change­
barrel. Feeding is accomplished by 50-round-capacity 

-link belts. The Degtyarev 12.7 -mm machine guns 
the 12.7 x l08-mm cartridge (sec. VI). 

The mount can be used for ground fire and is easily 
to antiaircraft use (fig. 78). 
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Figure 77. 12.7-mm Degtyarev heavy machinegun Model 38/46. 

Figure 78. Degtyarev heavy mac hinegun I AA position. 
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Figure 77. 12.7-mm Degtyarev heavy machinegun Model 38/46. 

Figure 78. Degtyarev heavy mac hinegun I AA position. 
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126. TECHNICAL DATA 

Technical data concerning the 12.7 mm Degtyarev heavy ma­
chine guns will be found in table IX. 

127. OPERA TION 

a. Load the metallic -link belt by pressing a cartridge into 
each link until the tab on the link snaps into the rim of the car­
tridge. Place the loaded belt into an ammunition box so that 
the open side of the top layer faces down. 

b. Mount the gun on the tripod (par. 130). 

c. To load the DShK-38 rotary feeder, press the cover 
latch and open the cover (fig. 79). Slip the link stripper into 
the first link, and place the first cartridge in the belt into the 
topmost compartment of the drum (fig. 79). Grasp the end of 
the belt with the right hand; with the left hand, press the belt 
against the drum; then sharply Jerk the belt to the right and 
down so that the drum and cartridges will rotate as far as 
possible. Close the cover. 

d. To load the Model 38/46 feeder, insert the belt into the 
feeder and, with a vigorous jerk on the lead tab, seat the first 
cartridge into position. 

e. Pull the operating handle fully rearward; then thrust it 
forward. Caution: The gun is now ready to fire! If the gun is 
not to be fired immediately, rotate the safety (fig. 79) forward. 

f. The sights are similar to those of the Goryunov ma­
chinegun. Refer to figure 72 and paragraph 120d for the 
method of operating the sight. The 12. 7-mm sight has only 
one scale on it. 

g. To fire, rotate the safety rearward; then aim -using a 
normal sight picture -and squeeze the trigger (fig. 76). The 
bolt will remain closed on an empty chamber when the last 
round has been fired. 
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h. To unload or clear, set the safety to the safe position 
(forward), open the cover, and remove the belt. On the 
DShK- 38, also lift the drum and remove all cartridges from 
the drum by rotating it until it is empty. Inspect to insure 
that no cartridges are present in the feeder, chamber, or 
receiver. Close all covers, rotate the safety to the rear, 
pull the operating handle to the rear, and, while holding the 
handle, press the trigger and ease the bolt forward. Lower 
the rear sight. . 

i. If necessary, adjust the gas regulator in the same 
manner as for the Degtyarev light machinegun (par. 108j). 
The 12. 7-mm regulator is marked "3", "4", and "5." 

128. DISASSEMBLY AND ASSEMBLY 

a. Clear the gun, but leave the feed cover and drum open. 

b. Press out the cross pin at the rear of the receiver, 
and drive the backplate upward until it separates from the 
receiver. 

c. Drive the sear mechanism to the rear and remove it. 

d. Grasp the knurled gas-piston tube under the barrel and 
pull it as far forward as possible; then turn it clockwise to 
disengage it from the barrel. 

e. Pull the operating stud (fig. 79) to the rear, and re­
move the gas piston, bolt, slide, gas -piston tube, etc. Lift 
the bolt off the slide, and remove the firing pin and the locking 
flaps. 

f. No further disassembly is necessary or desirable. 

g. To reassemble, place the firing pin into the bolt, and 
the locking flaps onto the bolt. Place the assembled bolt on 
the slide, shove it as far forward as possible, and, when the 
flaps lie flush against the bolt, insert the entire unit into the 
receiver. 
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h. Pull the gas-piston tube forward 
It with the barrel. 

i. Slide the sear mechanism back into the 
slide the backplate down on the back of the receiver. 
the takedown pin, close all covers, and lower the rear 
Be sure that the feed operating lever is pushed forward 
closing the feeder. 

129. FUNCTIONING 

a. The basic operation of the breech mechanism is identi­
cal to that of the OP machinegun (par. 1l0a, b, and c). 

b. The trigger mechanism, however, differs from that of 
the OP. When the trigger is pressed, it pivots and raises the 
trigger-release lever (fig. 80-56). This lever pivots and de­
presses the sear (fig. 80-58) to release the slide. 

c. The safety (fig. 80-60), when rotated to the safe posi­
tion, blocks the trigger -release lever. 

d. The reCOiling slide actuates a belt feed lever (fig. 80-
66). This lever, depending on the gun, causes the OShK-38 
drum to rotate or the 38/46 feed slide to move back and forth. 
This action is brought about by suitable levers and linkages. 

130. MOUNTS 

a. The OShK-38 and the Model 38/46 heavy machineguns 
are mounted on the Model 1938 mount (fig. 76). This wheeled 
mount is used for ground fire and can be readily converted for 
antiaircraft fire (fig. 78). A large flat armored shield is used 
to protect the crew when the gun is used in its ground role. 
Like all Soviet heavy machinegun mounts, it has a coarse free 
traverse and elevation movement with a fine adjustment on the 
elevation movement only. 

b. To mount the gun, open the trunnion caps by loosening 
the cap wing-nuts and swing the caps open. Place the gun trun 
nions (fig. 76) into their seats, close the trunnion caps, and 
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CROSS SECTION OF DShK MACHINE GUN. M)vING PARTS IN FORWARD POSITION 

1. barrel; 2. muzzle brake; 3. cooling flangei 4. retaining pins; 5. front sight base; 6. gas 
regulator; 7. gas regulator nut; 8. cotter pin; 9. front sight guard; 10. front sight guard 
base bolt; 13. front sighti 19. bolt buffer spring; 20. barrel extension/locking frame buffer 
spring?; 21. spring housings; 26. rear sight housing; 27. rear sight slide; 28. rear sight; 
30. rear sight leaf; 31. rear Sight elevation knob; 35. rear sight leaf retaining pini 
36. rear sight spring; 37. rear sight spring cap; 38. slidei 39. gas piston rod; 40. dowel pin; 
41. gas piston rod spring; 42. gas cylinder tube; 43. roller?; 44. roller press?; 45. roller 
press spring?; 46. container base?; 47. sear notCh?; 48. operating handle?; 49. bolt; 53. jec­
tori 54. firing pin; 54g. firing pin housing; 55. trigger housing; 55a. eari 56. trigger re­
lease lever; 58. sear; 59. sear spring; 60. safetYi 63. receiver base; 64. knob?; 65. knob 
shaft?; 66. feed lever; 69. feed base catch; 70. feed cover; 71. feed cover catch; 73. feed 
cover bolt. 

Figure 80. Degtyarev heavy machinegun, section. 
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tighten the wingnuts. Place the rear end of the receiver into 
the mount and secure it with the mounting pin (fig. 77). 

c. The elevating lock lever (fig. 77) clamps the gun at 
any desired elevation, and fine adjustments are made with the 
fine elevating knob. Except for antiaircraft use, never fire 
the 12.7 -mm guns unless the elevating lock lever is tightened 
down. 

d. The traversing lock lever is located at the Junction of 
the upper and lower mounts. Normally it should be tightened 
when firing ground fire. 

e. To convert the mount for antiaircraft fire, dismount 
the gun (reverse instructions in "b", above), loosen the shield 
clamps, and remove the shield. Loosen the axle bracket 
clamp and remove the wheels and axle. Loosen the clamp 
halfway along the legs, and lift the mount so that the legs are 
perpendicular to the ground. Swing the middle leg to the rear 
and open the outer j,egs. Lock the middle leg so that the upper 
mount will rotate on a horizontal plane, and reinstall the gLln. 
A shoulder brace can be installed on the dovetail above the 
fine elevating knob, and the antiaircraft sight (fig. 78) can be 
slid into the dovetail cut in the receiver. Caution: The use of 
this weapon for antiaircraft defense is not recommended be 
cause of the training required to develop a competent gun crew 
for this type of firing. 

f. The ammunition box fits into a holder on the left side 
of the gun. 

131. ACCESSORIES 

The same general type of accessories used with the Goryunov 
heavy machinegun are used with the 12.7 mm Degtyarev 
heavy machinegun (par. 124). 
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A shoulder brace can be installed on the dovetail above the 
fine elevating knob, and the antiaircraft sight (fig. 78) can be 
slid into the dovetail cut in the receiver. Caution: The use of 
this weapon for antiaircraft defense is not recommended be 
cause of the training required to develop a competent gun crew 
for this type of firing. 

f. The ammunition box fits into a holder on the left side 
of the gun. 

131. ACCESSORIES 

The same general type of accessories used with the Goryunov 
heavy machinegun are used with the 12.7 mm Degtyarev 
heavy machinegun (par. 124). 
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Figure 81. Degtyarev heavy machinegun, field-stripped. 

G. MAI:I\TENANCE OF MACHINEGUNS 

The procedures and materials prescribed for cleaning standard 
U. S. Army gas-operated machineguns also apply to Eurasian 
Communist machineguns. These weapons should be disassem­
bled only to the extent necessary for adequate cleaning, in 
order to prevent breakage and subsequent loss of use. No re­
pairs should be attempted on foreign machine guns other than 
replacement of parts, and this should be done only by a 
competent armorer. 

H. MALFUNCTIONS AND STOPPAGES 

See table X for common malfunctions and their remedies. 
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Table IX. Machinegun Technical Data 

-~ ~~~-

Weapon 
Kalashnikov V'Zor 52 and 
squad LMG 52/57 LMG 

Short name RPK Vz 52 and Vz 52/57 

CaHber (mm) 7,62 7.62 

Length (in) 40.75 41,1 

Weight, empty (lb) Il.l 18. 

Barrel length {in} 24 21. 5 

Bar rt'l change No Yes 

Feed device Box or drum Box or belt 

Capacity (rd) Hox. 40; drum, 15 Box 25; belt, 100 

Operation Ga. G •• 

Locking feature Rotary bolt Tilting bolt 

Fire~type Selective Selective 

Muzzle velocity (m/sec) 7:15 745 (M52) 

Practical range (m) 800 800 

Ratto or fire. practical (rpm) 50, semiautomatic; 300. belt; 
150. lu11- 125. box 
automatic 

Rate of tire, cyclic (rpm) 600 900 to 1100 

Mount-type Bipod Bipod or tripod 

147 · rd DP drums can bt., used if feeder is removed, 
~ 

-Gun only. SGM. 

.1 Gun only. 

Degtyarev Degtyarev Degtyarev 
LMG company MG squad LMG 

DP and OPM RP-46 RPD 

1.62 1,62 7.62 

50 50.5 40.8 

20 28.7 15.6 

23.8 23.9 20.5 

Yea Yes No 

Pan Belt' Belt 

47 250 100 

Gas Ga. Gas 

Plvotlng flaps Pivoting naps Pivoting flaps 

Automatic Automatic Automatic 

640 840 735 

800 800 800 

80 250 150 

600 600 650 to 750 

Bipod Bipod Bipod 

Goryunov 
heavy MG 

SG-43, SG-43M, 
SGM, and SGMB 

7.62 

44.1 1 

29.8' 

28. 

Yes 

Belt 

250 

Gos 

Pivoting bolt 

Automatic 

800 

1000 

250 

600 to 100 

TrIpod 

Dcgtyarev heavy MG 

DShK-38 and Model 38/46 

12,7 

62.5 3 

78,5] 

42. I 

Yes (38/46 only) 

Belt 

50 

Gas 

Pivoting naps 

Automatic 

860 

2000 

80 

540 to 600 

Tripod 

":tj 
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Table IX. Mochinegun Technical Data 

~ .... 

Weapon 
Kalashnikov Vzor 52 and 
squad LMG 52157 LMG 

Short name RPK V. 52 and V. 52157 

Caliber (mm) 7.62 7,62 

Length (In) 40. 75 41,1 

Weight. empty (Ib) 11. 1 18. 2 

Barrel length (in) 24 21. 5 

Barrel change No Yes 

Feed device Bo:¥ or drum Box or belt 

Capacity (rd) Box, 40; drum, 15 Box 25; belt. 100 

Operation Ga. Gs. 

Locking Ceature Rotary bolt Tilting bolt 

Fire-type Selective Selective 

Muzzle velocity (m/sec) 735 145 (MS2) 

Practical range (m) 800 600 

Rate or fire, practical (rpm) 50, semiautomatic; 300. belt; 
ISO. full- 125, box 
automatic 

Rate or lire. cyclic (rpm) 600 900 to 1100 

Mount-type Bipod Bipod or tripod 

147 _ rd DP drums can bl~ used if feeder is removed. 

" - Gun only, SGM. 

3 Gun only. 

Degtyarev DegtYllrev Degtyarev 
LMG company MG squad LMG 

DP and DPM RP·46 RPD 

7.82 7.62 7,62 

50 50, S 40,6 

20 28.7 IS.6 

23,8 23.9 20, 5 

Ye. Yes No 

Pan Belt l Belt 

47 250 100 

Ga. Gas Gas 

Pivotlng flaps Pivoting flaps Pivottng flaps 

Automatic Automatic Automatic 

640 840 735 

800 800 800 

80 2S0 150 

600 600 650 to 750 

Bipod Bipod Bipod 

._-_ ... -
Goryunov 
heavy MG Degtyarev heavy MG 

SG·43. SG-43M. DShK-38 and Model 38/46 
SGM, and SGMB 

7.62 12.1 

44, l' 62. S' 

29, 8' 78, 5 ' 

28.3 42.1 

Yes Ye. (38146 only) 

Belt Belt 

250 50 

Gs. Gs. 

Pivoting bolt Pivoting flaps 

Automatic Automatic 

800 860 

1000 2000 

250 80 

600 to 100 540 to 800 

Tripod Tripod 
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Table X. Machinegun Malfunctions 

Condition Cause Remedy 

Fails to fire (cartridge Defective cartridge Retract 
in chamber) bolt and 

fire 

Weak driving Replace 
spring spring 

Fouled weapon Clean and 
lubricate 

Fails to fire (no car- Defective magazine Replace 
tridge in chamber) magazine 

Short recoil Adjust gas 
regulator 
to next 
largest 
setting 

Short recoil Clean and 
lubricate 

Ruptured cartridge Excessive head Adjust 
(repeatedly) space 

Goryunov 
weapons 

Fails to extract Dirty chamber Clean 

Broken extractor Replace 
extractor 

Fails to eject Fouled weapon Clean and 
lubricate 

Short recoil Adjust gas 
regulator 

Runaway gun Short recoil Adjust gas 
regulator 
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Malfunctions caused by broken or worn parts can be corrected 
by replacing the defective part with a serviceable one. This 
should be done only by a competent armorer, and the repaired 
weapon must then be function test fired. 

Section VI. AMMUNITION 

GENERAL 

a. Communist ammunition is generally comparable to 
U. S. Army ammunition in quality and reliability. Cartridge 
cases are fabricated from brass, copper-clad steel, and a 
green-lacquered steel; none of these production variants affects 
the use or interchangeability of specific types of ammunition. 

b. Ammunition with rust, dents, or corrosion should not 
be used. Dirty or greasy ammunition should be wiped clean 
prior to loading. U. S. and Communist 7. 62 -mm ammunition 
is not interchangeable; do not attempt to fire U. S. ammunition 
in a Communist weapon. 

c. Communist ammunition is produced in a variety of 
types, and a standard color code is used throughout the Com­
munist world to identify ammunition as to its function. This 
code is based upon the bullet tip color (table XI). Cartridges 
with the symbol" Ill" on their base should not be used except 
in Goryunov heavy machineguns. 

d. There are four different 7. 62-mm cartridges currently 
used by the Eurasian Communists. They are: 

(1) A pistol cartridge, the 7.62 x 25-mm round; the 
length is 1.36 inches. 

(2) An intermediate cartridge, the 7.62 x 39-mm 
1943 round; the overall length is 2. 19 inches. 

(3) A full-powered rimmed cartridge, the 7.62 x 54R 
round; the overall length is 3.02 inches. 
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(4) A special Czechoslovak intermediate cartridge, 
the 7.62 x 45-mm M1952 round; the overall length is 2.36 
inches. The 9 x l8-mm Makarov cartridge is 0.97 inches 
overalL The 9 x 19-mm Parabellum cartridge is 1. 15 inches 
overall. The 12.7 x l08-mm DShK 38 cartridge is 5.78 
inches overall. 

Table XI. Cartridge Data and Color Codes 

Cartridge Bullet tip color See note 

7.62 x 25-mm Pistol Ball None 
Type P None 4 

7.62 x 25-mm Pistol Tracer 
Type PT Green 

7. 65 x 17SR Pistol Ball None 5 

9 x l8-mm Makarov Pistol Ball None 

9 x 19-mm Parabellum Pistol 
Ball None 6 

7.62 x 39-mm M43 Ball 
Type PS None 2 

7.62 x 39-mm M43 Tracer 
Type T-45 Green 2 

7.62 x 39-mm M43 API 
Type BZ Black and red 2 

7.62 x 39-mm M43 
Incendiary-T Type Z Red 2 

7.62 x 45-mm M52 Ball None 3 

7.62 x 45-mm M52 Tracer Green 3 

7. 62 x 54R Ball Type L None 
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Table XI. Cartridge Data and Color Code (Continued) 

Cartridge Bullet tip color 

7.62 x 54R Ball Type D Yellow 

7.62 x 54R Ball Type LPS Silver or white 

7.62 x 54R Tracer Type T Green 

7.62 x 54R Tracer Type T 46 Green 

7.62 x 54R AP Type B-30 Black 

7. 62 x 54R API Type B 32 Black and red 

7.62 x 54R Incendiary-
ranging Type ZP Red 

12.7 x 10B-mm API-T 
Type BZT Purple and red 

12.7 x 10S-mm API 
Type B-32 Black and red 

12.7 x 10B-mm AP Type B-30 Black 

1 Use in emergency only. 

2Used in assault rifles, SKS and Vz 52(57 rifles; and RPD. RPK. and 
Vz 52/57 light machine guns. 

3 Vz 52 rifles and machineguns only. 

4Do not use Czechoslovak-made ammunition in TT-33 pistols. 

5 Vz 61 ·Skorpion- pistol ammunition~ 
6 Tokagypt pistol and Czechoslovak Vz 23 and Vz 25 submachineguns. 

(Reverse Blank) 
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8115 DIAST 4B 
8118 DIAST 5 C 
8269 DIAST 1 
8352 DIACO 3D3 (5) 
8577 DlAAP 3A (AHS) 

(AHS) (3) 
8600 DlAAP 4A 

(AHS) (3) 
8601 D lAAP 4A 

U6S COMMANDS 

HI01 USAFE 497th 
RTS (10) 

K030 SEVENTH AF (5) 
KIOO PACAF (2) 
KIll 13th AIR FORCE 
K115 5th AIR FORCE 
KI20 6499th SUP GP 

USAF 
N100 USAF STRIKE (2) 
N307 CONTlC 
KIlO 13th AIR TASK 

FORCE (PROV) 

DISTRIBUTION DIRECT TO NAV­
OCEANO DIST OFFICE, PHILA. 

D037 FAIRINTDET OCEANA 
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D157 NAVINSERVO JAFAN 
D159 NAVAIRDEVCEN JOHNSVILLE 
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D014 NAVOCEANO DIST 1':520 FLECOMPUTROGLEN PAC 
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D224 OP-923M1C 
D248 NAVSIlIPSYSCOMD 
D756 OP-922H2F 

AIR FORCE 

EOl8 AFNIIIDE 1 (2) 
E051 AFNIE 
E054 AFNIEBB 
E437 AFNICC TOfAL COPIESt 6.971 
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